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RESEARCH INTO GEO-SPATIAL METADATA

Zhou Chenghu'  Li Jun®
(1. Institute of Geography and Resources, Chinese Academy of Science, Beijing 100101, China; 2.
Institute of Remote-sensing Application . Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: The geological metadata can be classified, on the basis of the difference in objects de-
scribed by the geological metadata, as the metadata for the database, the metadata for the data set and
the metadata for the data element layer. A certain difference arises in the management and the metadata
in different layers. The most essential element in the research into the geological metadata is to formu-
late and utilize the metadata standard. In this paper, a three-layer geological metadata system consisting
of a basic metadata set, a summary metadata set and a detailed metadata set, is presented for the practi-
cal application and in line with the geological metadata standard available now. Each layer of metadata is
appropriate to its corresponding user group. In this paper, is finally summarized the patterns for the uti-
lization and management of several metadata, on the basis of the present successful experience on the u-
tilization of the metadata,

Key words: geo-spatial data; geo-spatial metadata; metadata system; metadata management.
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