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Mg/Ca Ratio in Planktonic Foraminifera Shells; A Proxy for the SST
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Abstract: A series of Mg/Ca ratios of planktonic foraminifera shell Globigerinoides sacculifer in two cores in the NE Indian
Ocean were measured by ICP-MS after careful cleaning and dissolving. The results show Mg/Ca ratio and §'® O change ac-
cordingly. The Mg/Ca ratio increases with the rise of temperature. This study demonstrates Mg/Ca ratio of planktonic fora-
minifera shell may serve as a proxy for the past sea surface temperatures (SST). The formula Mg/Ca=0. 471 7exp(0. 082 5 *
SST) was applied to calculating and the result shows that in low and middle latitudes, including the NE Indian Ocean, the
difference of SST between LGM and the Holocene is about 4 ‘C which is higher than the 2 ‘C estimated by CLIMAP.

Key words: planktonic foraminifera shells; Mg/Ca ratio; sea surface temperature.

(SST) Malmgren(1981) Globig-
, erina bulloides  G. inflata Mg, Sr
.20 50 Chave , , Mg/Ca, Sr/Ca
Mg ;s Delaney et al. (1985)
) Mg .

; ,Savin and Douglas(1973) 10 'C,Mg 40% ~
Bender et al. (1975) , 130%3;90 ,
Globigerinoides sacculi fer Mg R SST

; 80 Cronblad and . Niirnberg et al . (1996)

« _ ”(No. 40272074) ;

“ ”

(1958—), ,1982 ,2002



698

29

T
Mg/Ca=0.471 7exp(0.082 5*SST)
6+ Ntmberg et al., 1996
[P
Mg/Ca=0.52exp(0.10*SST)
« Sr Elderfield and Ganssen,2000 o«
o K
- [ ———
o 4 Mg/Ca=0.645 6exp(0.073*SST) | L
@) Levietal, 2002 D2 y
oh 3 F T -
2
<
2
1+
0 " L 1 1 1 1
0 5 10 15 20 25 30

1 Mg/Ca

Fig. 1 Relation between Mg/Ca ratio and temperature
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Fig. 2 Location of cores
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Table 1 Mg/Ca ratios and the sea surface temperatures

/em  (Mg/Ca)/107% 1,/ C t2/C t3/C /em  (Mg/Ca)/1073 1,/ C ty/C t3/C
181—61 7 4. 17 25. 56 26.42 25. 85 181—6 1268 3.99 24. 96 25. 89 25.33
181—60 16 3.57 23.41 24.52 24. 10 181—5 1298 4.22 25.72 26. 56 25.99
181—59 47 3. 37 22.62 23.82 23.51 181—4 1328 3.93 24.73 25.69 25. 14
181—58 58 3. 88 24.58  25.55 25.01 181—3 1348 3. 60 23.53 24.62 24.18
181—57 82 3. 39 22.72  23.90 23.58 181—2 1368 4. 62 26.96  27.66  27.15
181—55 127 3.17 21.78 23.08 22.94 181—1 1388 3. 67 23. 81 24. 87 24.40
181—54 140 3.18 21. 84 23.13 22.98 349—1 1 4.79 27.46  28.11 27. 65
181—53 162 3.38 22.67 23. 86 23.55 349—2 11 4. 37 26.18 26.97 26. 41
181—52 182 3. 48 23.06 24. 21 23.83 349—3 21 4.63 26.99 27.68 27.18
181—51 202 3. 15 21.69 23.00 22.87 349—4 31 3.71 23.95 25.00 24.51
181—50 222 3.32 22.43 23.65 23. 38 349—5 41 3.51 23.20  24.33 23.93
181—49 252 3. 77 24.16 25.18 24. 68 349—6 51 3. 96 24. 83 25.78  25.22
181—56 262 3. 45 22.94 24,11 23.75 349—7 61 3.47 23.04 24. 19 23. 82
181—48 282 3. 33 22.48  23.69 23.41 349—8 71 3. 84 24. 43 25.42 24. 89
181—47 305 3.31 22.38 23. 60 23.34 349—9 81 3.55 23. 36 24. 47 24. 05
181—46 330 3.75 24.11 25.13 24.63 349—10 91 3. 67 23. 80 24. 87 24. 40
181—45 352 3. 64 23.68  24.76 24.30 349—11 101 3. 84 24,44 25.43 24. 90
181—44 371 3. 90 24.64  25.61 25.06 349—12 111 4.31 26.01 26. 82 26. 26
181—43 420 3.97 23.43 24. 54 24.11  349—13 116 3.78 24. 21 25.23 24.72
181—42 441 3.74 24.08 25.11 24.61 349—14 131 3.97 24.90  25.83 25.28
181—41 456 3.43 22. 86 24. 04 23.69 349—15 141 4. 27 25. 89 26.71 26. 14
181—40 466 3. 54 23.30  24.42 24.01 349—16 153 3. 85 24.45 25.44  24.91
181—39 476 3.72 23.98  25.02 24.53  349—17 163 4. 10 25.32 26. 21 25. 64
181—38 496 3.53 23.26 24. 38 23.98 349—18 173 4. 18 25.60  26.46 25. 89
181—37 516 4.21 25.67 26.52 25.95 349—19 183 4.62 26. 95 27. 65 27.14
181—36 545 3. 74 24. 05 25.09 24.59  349—20 188 4. 37 26. 21 26.99 26.43
181—35 556 3.71 23.96 25. 00 24.52  349—21 193 4. 41 26. 32 27.10  26.54
181—33 595 3.75 24.11 25.13 24.63  349—22 203 3.98 24.91 25. 85 25. 29
181—32 606 3. 49 23.10  24.25 23.86  349—23 218 4,45 26. 45 27.21 26. 66
181—31 626 3.83 24. 39 25. 39 24.86 349—46 223 3.78 24.20  25.22 24.71
181—30 646 3.24 22.10 23. 36 23.15 349—24 233 3.85 24. 45 25.44  24.91
181—29 675 3.19 21. 87 23.16 23.00 349—25 238 3.72 24. 00 25.04 24. 55
181—28 752 4.10 25.33 26. 22 25.65 349—26 248 3. 68 23.83 24. 89 24.42
181—27 760 3.87 24.52 25.50 24,97  349—42 253 4. 17 25.57 26.43 25. 85
181—26 770 3. 77 24,17 25.19 24.68  349—27 258 3. 64 23.68  24.76 24. 30
181—25 789 4.10 25.32 26. 21 25.64  349—41 268 3. 66 23.77  24.83 24. 36
181—24 802 3.95 24. 82 25.76 25.21 349—28 283 4. 04 25.13 26.04  25.47
181—23 819 3. 88 24. 55 25.53 24.99  349—29 288 3.70 23.91 24. 96 24. 48
181—22 872 4. 04 25.11 26.02 25.46  349—45 293 3.72 24.00 25,04 24. 55
81—20 882 3. 89 24. 61 25.58 25.04  349—30 295 4. 62 26. 95 27. 66 27.15
181—18 893 4.17 25.56 26.42 25.85 349—31 302 4.18 25.58 26.44  25. 86
181—17 907 3.75 24.09 25.12 24.62 349—32 307 3.95 24. 82 25.77 25.21
181—16 946 4,18 25.59 26. 45 25.88 349—33 315 3.73 24. 04 25.08  24.58
181—15 996 4. 05 25.14  26.05 25.49  349—34 322 4.08 25. 24 26. 14 25. 57
181—14 1027 3.68 23.85 24.91 24.43  349—35 332 4. 22 25.72 26. 56 25.99
181—13 1041 3. 80 24. 29 25. 30 24.78 349—36 342 3.62 23.61 24.70  24.25
181—12 1087 3. 57 23. 44 24. 54 24.11  349—37 352 3.91 24. 68 25. 64 25.10
181—11 1097 3.90 24. 65 25.62 25.07 349—38 362 4.03 25.09 26. 00 25. 44
181—10 1147 3. 69 23.89 24. 95 24.46  349—39 370 4. 18 25.60  26. 46 25. 88
181—9 1208 4. 21 25. 69 26.53 25.96  349—40 382 3.93 24.74  25.70 25.15
181—8 1228 3.92 24.71 25. 67 25.12  349—44 387 4.31 25.99 26.80  26.24
181—7 1238 4. 31 26.01  26.82 26.26 349—43 392 4.00 24.99  25.91  25.35

:Mg/Ca=0. 645 6 exp(0.

073 % £1); Mg/Ca=0.471 7 exp(0. 082 5 % 13); 13=2. 898 x* (Mg/Ca)+13. 76.
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Fig. 3 Comparison with the change of 8O and Mg/Ca ratio in the MD77181 and MD81349 cores
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