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Characteristics and Tectonic Affinity of Lajishan Paleo-Mantle in Qilian
Orogenic Belt: A Geochemical Study of Basalts
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Abstract: The Early Paleozoic Lajishan volcanic rock belt is located in the middle part of the Qilian orogenic belt. In order to
reveal the mantle nature and tectonic affinity of the Lajishan belt, this paper presents a study of the major-trace elements and
Pb-Sr-Nd isotopes of the Lajishan basalts. Based on major and trace elemental data, the Lajishan basalts can be divided into
two groups: continental alkaline basalts (Group [ ) and tholeiites basalts (Group [[). Group [ displays LREE enrich-
ment, distinct Nb and Ta negative anomalies and negligible Zr and Hf anomalies. Group [I is characterized by typical OIB
basalts with LREE enrichment and no Nb, Ta, Zr and Hf anomalies. The formation of Group [| is related to mantle plume.
Sr-Nd-Pb isotopic compositions of basalts indicate that both Group [ and Group [l were derived from a mixing source be-
tween DM and EM || mantle end-members, and have Dupal Pb isotope anomaly. A regional comparison shows that the high
radiogenic Pb isotopic composition of the Lajishan basalts is similar to that of the Yangtze block mantle, and is distinctly
from that of the North China mantle. This implies that the Lajishan paleo-mantle has an affinity to the Yangtze mantle in-
stead of a part of the south margin of the North China block.
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Table 1 Geochemical composition of basalts (Group [ )

from Lasjishan orogenic belt

WQ—315 WQ—320 WQ—323 32500 35501 32509

SiO; 51. 66 42.28 45.18  50.51  48.57  47.81
TiOy 1. 04 2.24 0. 87 0. 84 1.21 0.68
Al O3 16. 92 14. 24 17.19  13.34 16.87 16.94
Fe, O3 5.75 12. 35 5.91 1.87 7.57 2.71
FeO 1.79 2.53 6. 46 6.32 2. 65 4.02
MnO 0. 10 0. 17 0.21 0.13 0. 05 0.12
MgO 4. 85 4. 89 6. 28 8. 66 4. 18 4.51
CaO 3.78 8. 64 4. 69 8. 54 5.11 5.98
NazO 6.13 4. 36 3. 65 1.70 1. 34 3.23
K:0O 1.12 1. 38 1. 90 3.97 4. 62 2.34
P20s 0.27 0. 46 0.24 0.51 0.43 0.14
LOI 6. 65 6.32 7.25 3.27 7.21  11.31
Total 92.51 84. 98 87.46 99.66  99.81  99.79
Be 1.03 1. 30 0.58 1.71 1.02 2.24
Sc 18. 50 18. 90 31.00  34.10  37.90  24.00
\% 105.00  246.00 336.00 207.00 105.00 177.00
Ni 74.00  203.00 43.00 167.00  70.00  23.00
Rb 13. 95 15. 57 29.31 227.00 87.20  95.26
Sr 305.00  517.00  355.00 404.00 102.00 284.00
Zr 112.00  200. 00 45.60 142.00 137.00 102.00
Nb 13. 21 13.08 4.00 10.60  11.00 4.73
Cs 0.71 2.13 1. 34 1. 44 6. 95 3.31

Ba 247.10  310.40  592.30 167.20 536.80 400.40

HI 3.07 4,47 .50 3.72  3.29  2.98
Ta 0. 92 0.53 0.25  0.67  0.60  0.40
Pb 13.78 3.42 3.41  9.44 11.82 18.77
Th 5.22 2.09 3.51 825 12.69  7.63
U 1. 09 0. 50 0.70 2,10  1.44  2.20
La 23.33  21.70  14.12 24,10 24.50 18.10
Ce 43.09  46.33  31.24 49.60 51.30 37.00
Pr 5.07 5.92 419 6.49  7.16  4.77
Nd 19.51  25.17  18.70 24.60 28.30 18.20
Sm 4,19 5.58 503 4.19  5.68  3.96
Eu 1.25 2.04 .34 1.25 1.52  0.80
Gd 3. 44 6.02 442 4.60 518  3.62
Tb 0. 54 0. 85 0.64  0.49  0.82  0.58
Dy 3.04 4. 66 3.33 3,11 503  3.43
Ho 0. 64 0. 87 0.64 0.58 1.12  0.76
Er 1.81 2.31 .72 160  3.13  2.23
Tm 0. 26 0.31 0.24 0.24  0.50  0.35
Yb 1. 68 1.92 .51  1.52  3.55  2.46
Lu 0. 25 0. 26 0.25 0.22  0.52  0.35
Y 16.00  19.80  15.60 16.50 29.80  20.70
% 1076,
3
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Table 2 Geochemical composition of basalts (Group [[) from Lasjishan orogenic belt

WQ—313 WQ—318 WQ—319 32485 32486 32488 32491 32504 32505 32506 32507 32508 32511

SiO, 62. 81 37. 69 43.51 48,78 49. 74 46.12 48. 65 46. 97 47. 44 48. 28 51. 65 49. 94 49. 94
TiO, 0. 62 1. 96 2. 30 1. 40 1. 80 2.35 2.76 1. 49 1. 68 1. 84 2. 30 1.42 0.61
Al O3 12. 74 12.03 14. 44 16. 50 15.79 14. 34 13.09 15. 54 15. 00 13.55 14. 07 15. 19 15. 04
Fe, O3 2.93 13.43 10. 10 2.19 2.31 3. 68 2.95 3.99 2. 64 2.00 2.12 3.18 2.59
FeO 5.59 2.12 2.45 6. 25 8. 05 5.98 8.32 5. 93 8. 42 9. 30 7.85 7.48 5.58
MnO 0.12 0. 20 0.13 0. 15 0.19 0.17 0.18 0.13 0. 16 0.18 0.14 0. 20 0.13
MgO 6. 30 3. 83 5.16 7.09 6. 57 5.74 5.78 5. 98 6. 45 7. 46 6. 16 6. 81 6. 53
CaO 2. 30 13. 65 7.21 9.43 6. 45 11.12 9.82 12.51 10. 27 8. 38 7.41 8. 86 10. 16
Na, O 2. 54 4.13 4. 46 2.92 4. 46 2. 89 3.47 2.51 2.47 3.72 4.19 3.43 3.53
K;O 0. 05 1.03 1.70 1.43 0.21 2.07 0. 67 0.21 0.22 0. 37 0.12 0.53 0.24
Py 05 0. 10 0.41 0. 47 0.19 0.21 0. 46 0. 25 0.17 0.18 0.23 0.28 0.16 0. 47
LOI 3.25 9.61 8. 00 3.48 4. 06 4.83 3.81 4. 37 4. 88 4. 49 3.49 2.52 5.01
Total 90. 83 84. 54 87. 38 99. 81 99. 84 99. 75 99.75 99. 80 99. 81 99. 80 99. 78 99.72 99. 83
Be 0. 07 1. 16 1.41 0. 76 0.74 1. 17 0. 94 0.51 0. 67 0.71 0. 83 0.79 2.59
Sc 17. 40 21. 40 23. 80 28. 00 38. 00 27. 40 26.70 30. 00 37. 20 33.50 27.50 42. 20 33.50
\Y% 207. 00 259. 00 258.00 198.00 257.00 226.00 370.00 205.00 255.00 232.00 231.00 276.00 259.00
Ni 26. 00 290. 00 115. 00 71.00 59. 00 55.00 103.00 68. 00 51. 00 89. 00 79. 00 48. 00 51. 00
Rb 0.03 12.78 21.70 57. 80 4.51 38. 60 12.22 2.62 3.01 3. 89 1. 88 10. 12 7. 50
Sr 86. 00 345. 00 422.00 257.00 235.00 653.00 393.00 457.00 290.00 22.00 417.00 305.00 168.00
Zr 51. 20 126. 00 182.00 114.00 149.00 190.00 180.00 100.00 122.00 134.00 161.00 110.00 84. 50
Nb 1.04 19. 55 26.08 6.58 7.70  25.90  21.00 9.72 10. 50 12. 20 17. 30 6. 58 6. 75
°s 0.02 2.29 3. 17 0. 49 0. 088 0. 89 0.33 0.11 0.29 0. 14 0.23 2.25 0. 30
Ba 23. 60 177. 60 329.50 136.80 87.30 647.80 225.10 87.90 87.30 152.50 107.60 149.70 185.70
Hf 2.12 3.24 4, 38 2. 85 3. 65 4.57 5. 00 2. 64 3.18 3. 95 4.15 2.82 2.34
Ta 0.07 1. 27 1. 54 0.48 0. 55 1. 84 1. 49 0. 69 0. 69 0. 88 1.23 0.48 0.51
Pb 0.70 2.62 2.82 13. 80 10. 91 4. 06 30. 67 7.97 9. 33 6. 03 9.99 15. 32 8.61
Th 0. 45 1. 68 2.08 0.78 0.98 2. 46 2.43 0. 98 0. 94 1.02 1.54 1. 35 7. 96
U 0.24 0. 39 0.43 0.27 0. 37 0. 66 0.63 0. 30 0.28 0. 30 0. 47 0. 35 3. 85
La 2. 84 19. 89 23.58 6.92 8. 25 25. 20 22. 30 8. 81 9. 94 11. 20 17. 10 8. 36 14. 90
Ce 7.67 39.55 47.12 18. 20 22.20 53. 90 52.50 21. 00 23. 20 26. 10 37.10 19. 20 31. 00
Pr 1. 23 5.27 6. 29 2. 84 3. 45 7.50 7. 60 3. 06 3.50 3. 90 5. 35 2. 94 4. 14
Nd 6. 34 21.78 26.13 12. 80 15. 80 30. 90 33. 00 13. 40 15. 70 17. 40 22. 80 13. 30 16. 20
Sm 2.11 5.29 6. 31 3. 40 4. 56 6. 40 7.05 3. 68 4. 38 4. 68 5.82 4,02 3.33
Eu 0.61 1. 59 1.79 1.23 1.59 2.25 2. 24 1. 15 1. 42 1. 44 1. 83 1. 21 0. 89
Gd 2.77 4. 68 5.42 3.83 4. 95 5. 81 6. 48 3.62 4. 41 4.61 5.18 4.10 3.09
Th 0.51 0. 69 0. 80 0. 68 0.92 0.78 0.93 0. 59 0.76 0.78 0. 85 0.77 0. 44
Dy 3. 45 3. 60 4. 26 4.53 5. 85 4. 24 5. 34 3. 56 4. 64 4. 64 4.71 4. 58 2.28
Ho 0.76 0. 65 0. 80 0.99 1.27 0.74 1. 04 0.77 0. 99 1.02 0.97 1. 11 0. 50
Er 2.17 1. 69 2.02 2.75 3. 39 1. 80 2.61 1. 91 2.52 2.56 2. 48 2.98 1. 33
Tm 0. 33 0.22 0.28 0.42 0. 50 0. 24 0. 36 0.29 0. 37 0. 38 0. 34 0.43 0.19
Yb 2.16 1. 34 1.52 2. 65 3.29 1.43 2.15 1. 86 2. 50 2.38 2.01 2. 88 1. 32
Lu 0.33 0.19 0.22 0.41 0.51 0.21 0. 30 0.28 0. 37 0. 38 0. 30 0.41 0.19
Y 19. 10 17. 20 20. 00 25. 80 33. 80 19. 10 25. 20 18.80 25.70 25. 20 24. 00 27.00 12. 90
% 1076,
1. 75~3. 59¢( 2. 80),
3.2 32509 Eu ., oEu
I 0. 64, Eu ,  OEu
( 3a), (La/Yb)y 0.84~1.07¢( 0.92). 1I
4. 69~10. 73( 7.32),(La/Sm)y WQ —313
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3 Sr.Nd.Pb
Table 3 Sr, Nd, Pb isotope compositions of basalts in Lajishan orogenic belt
WQ—313 WQ—315 WQ—318 WQ—319 WQ—320 WQ—323 1 2%
Sm/10~6 2.35 4. 34 4,83 5. 71 6. 05 5.59
Nd/10~¢ 7.10 22.07 43.79 27.49 27.79 22.45
147Sm /144 Nd 0.200 1 0.1190 0. 066 7 0.1258 0.1318 0.1507
143 Nd/* Nd 0.513021+11 0.512521%£12 0.512767%14 0.51226345 0.512454414 0.512522+14
(3 Nd/MND, 0.512 352 0.512 123 0.512 544 0.511 842 0.512 014 0.512 019
end (0) +7. 469 —2.3 +2.5 —7.3 —3.6 —2.3
end (1) +7.259 +2.8 “+11.0 —2.7 +0.6 +0.7
Rb/10~6 0.3 14.2 12.2 20. 4 16. 2 28.4
Sr/10°6 81.7 336.2 313.2 381.3 66. 6 304.7
87TRb/% Sr 0.0104 0.1216 0.112 2 0.154 4 0.7129 0. 267 6
87Sr/86 Sr 0.706 0242 0.706 2941 0.70551+1 0.706 0742 0.707 24+1 0.706 8742
(87Sr/%6Sr), 0. 705 95 0. 70541 0.70470 0. 704 95 0. 702 06 0.704 93
206 Ph/201 Ph 19. 879+2 18. 48241 18. 413+1 18.333+1 18. 260+2 19. 228=+1 18.003 18. 106
207Pb/294Ph 15. 66941 15. 66741 15. 61241 15.616+1 15. 61342 15. 70941 15.596 15.602
208 Ph /294 Pb 39.011+4 38.584+2 38.869+2 39.045+1 38.783+2 39. 830+3 38.253 38.317
(?06Pb/?01Pb), 18. 056 18. 068 17.623 17.534 17.495 18.125
(PYPb/2*Pb), 15. 564 15. 644 15. 566 15. 570 15. 569 15. 646
(208Pb/204Phy), 37.908 37.947 37.788 37.798 37. 754 38. 048
AX7"Pb/?Ph 11.6 19.4 16.5 17. 8 18.1 19.0 15.3 14. 8
/\2$Pb/?01 Ph 45.2 47.6 85.6 97.2 97.5 50. 8 86. 0 80. 0
.4=510 Ma; » (1997).
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Fig. 3 Chondrite-normalized REE patterns of basalts from

Lajishan orogenic belt
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