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Abstract: The northwestern boundary of the Yangtze (South China) block has not been efficiently constrained yet. Pb and
Nd isotopic compositions of the Qilianshan Precambrian basements and granitoids in the western segment of the Central Oro-
genic System (COS) of China provide constraints on the northwestern boundary of the Yangtze block. Most samples {from
the Qilianshan Precambrian basement have mantle-depleted Nd isotopic model ages (Tpy) ranging from 0. 75 to 2. 5 Ga, with
a peak value of ~2.1 Ga. The Qilianshan Paleozoic granitoids have Tpw values ranging from 1. 07 to 2. 14 Ga. They show
that crustal growth of the Qilianshan mainly occurred in the Proterozoic, without significant Archean information. The Pre-
cambrian basement rocks and the Paleozoic granitoids are characterized by high radiogenic Pb isotopic composition. Most
samples have ?°Pb/?'Pb >18. 0, *"Pb/***Pb >>15. 5 and ** Pb/?* Pb >>38. 0. The Tpy values and Pb isotopic compositions
of the Qilianshan basement and granitoids are similar to those of the Yangtze block but distinct from those of the North Chi-
na block, indicating that the crustal basement of Qilianshan has an affinity with the Yangtze block. It is suggested that the
northwestern boundary of the Yangtze block is located along the north side of the Qilianshan belt. Since the Proterozoic, the
Qilianshan belt had experienced lithospheric rifting and subsequent Qilian ocean opening. These tectonic events had thus
happened within the Yangtze block.
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Table 1 Whole-rock Nd isotope data of Precambrian basement from Qilianshan belt

Nd(pg+g )  Sm(pgeg ) Sm/MNd M5Nd/ M Nd +20 ena (0) Tom(Ga)

LS1* 18. 20 3. 64 0.1209 0.511 334 5 —25.4 2.97
LSz~ 21.79 2.92 0.0811 0. 510 975 5 —32.4 2.49
L.S3/1* 19. 72 4. 87 0.149 4 0. 511 606 5 —20.1 3.63
1.S3/2~ 18. 41 2.78 0.0912 0.5112 03 9 —28.0 2.41
LS4 22.29 4. 75 0.1288 0.511 849 5 —15.4 2.33
LS7* 9.52 2.56 0.1627 0.512723 6 1.7 1. 28
WQl41 16. 05 4,35 0.163 8 0.512 913 4 5.4 0.73
WQl142 30. 97 5.72 0.1117 0.512 212 7 —8.3 1. 40
WQl144 29.55 4. 94 0.1011 0. 512 230 5 —8.0 1. 25
WwQl148 20. 25 4. 42 0.1319 0.512 183 7 —8.9 1. 80
WwQls1 18. 44 4.04 0.1324 0.512 203 8 —8.5 1.77
WQ183 43. 84 8.56 0.1181 0.511 861 5 —15.2 2.05
WwQ184 32. 86 6. 29 0.1157 0.511 791 5 —16.5 2.11
WQ186 11. 69 3.17 0.1637 0.512 784 4 2.8 1.12
WwQ187 13. 24 3.25 0.148 4 0.512 613 16 —0.5 1. 25
Q98109 * * 0.118 9 0.512 170 7 —9.13 1. 57
Q9739+ * 0.100 1 0.511 749 9 —17.3 1. 87
Q9745 * 0.117 6 0.511 787 7 —16.6 2.15
Q9753 * * 0. 109 6 0.511 859 7 —15.2 1.88
WQ274 30. 43 5. 46 0.108 5 0.512 483 5 —3.0 0.97
WQ275 34. 84 6.12 0.106 2 0.512 401 6 —4.6 1. 06
WQ277 37.14 6. 50 0.1058 0. 512 446 6 —3.7 1. 00
WQ278 6. 90 1. 96 0.172 1 0.512 671 5 0.6 1.76
WQ279 6.12 1. 89 0.186 4 0.512 756 6 2.3 2.20
WQ281 37. 80 6. 99 0.1117 0.511 926 6 —13.9 1.83
WQ282 34.71 6. 76 0.117 8 0.511 832 5 —15.7 2.09
WQ286 8.98 2.76 0.1857 0.512 953 6 6.1 1. 08
WQ287 27.05 5.31 0.1186 0.511 968 4 —13.1 1. 89
WQ288 52.37 10. 54 0.1217 0. 511 907 5 —14. 3 2.05
WQ293 42. 64 7. 66 0.108 7 0.511 781 5 —16.7 1. 98
WQ303 18. 32 3.16 0.104 2 0.511 950 4 —13.4 1. 67
WQ304 31. 69 5.99 0.114 2 0.512 008 5 —12.3 1.75
WQ310 35.42 6. 54 0.1116 0.511 751 5 —17.3 2.08
WQ311 23.75 5.39 0.1372 0. 512 084 5 —10.8 2.12
WQ324 27.43 5.61 0.1235 0.512 045 5 —11.6 1. 87
WQ325 32.25 6. 06 0.1135 0. 512 068 4 —11.1 1. 64
Q885 * * 0.113 6 0. 511 683 7 —18.6 2.22
Qo887 * * 0.1171 0.511 719 8 —17.9 2.25
Q9894 * * 0.1179 0.511 755 7 —17.2 2.21
Q9864 * * 0.1133 0.511 658 5 —19.1 2.26
Q9869 * * 0.1115 0.511 727 6 —17.7 2.11
Q98100 * * 0.1121 0.512 169 9 —9.15 1.47
* Zhang et al. (20052); * *  Wan et al. (2001). Tov M7Sm/ M N pm=0. 213 57, (13 Nd/"* Nd) pm=0. 513 15.

26 Ph /2" Ph = 16, 937 + 1 (25),%" Pb/® Pb =
Nu Plasma ICP-MS , 15. 491+1,%8 Ph/** Pb=36. 696 +1. BCR—2
25T /28 T1=2. 387 5. , NBS981 26 Ph /2" Ph=18. 742+ 1(25) ,*" Pb/* Pb=
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Table 2 Whole-rock Nd isotope data of Paleozoic and Mesozoic granitoid from Qilianshan belt

Nd(pgg ') Smlpgeg ') "WSm/M™Nd  “3Nd/"Nd +26 end(®)  Tpm(Ga)

((229£7)Ma, U-Pb SHRIMP, Zhang et al. , 2005a)

LS—9 20. 01 2.90 0. 088 0.511 915 16 —11.0 1. 49
LS—11 22.98 3.51 0. 092 0.512 023 4 —9.1 1.42
LS—12 23. 35 3. 81 0. 099 0.512 132 7 —7.1 1. 35
LS—13 33.52 4.75 0. 086 0.512 068 8 —8.0 1.29
((441£10)Ma, U-Pb SHRIMP, Zhang et al. , 2005a)
1L.S—14 30. 02 5.70 0. 115 0. 512 255 11 —3.1 1. 38
1L.S—16 34.91 6. 69 0.116 0. 512 220 8 —3.8 1.45
LS—17 29.72 5.91 0. 120 0.512 243 8 —3.6 1. 48
((434+10)Ma, U-Pb SHRIMP, Zhang et al. , 2005a)
WQ—10 22.19 3.47 0. 094 0. 512 290 ) —1.3 1. 10
wQ—11 17. 16 2. 80 0. 099 0.512 344 7 —0.5 1.07
WQ—39 13. 98 2. 38 0.103 0. 512 206 8 —3.4 1. 30
wWQ—40 16. 41 2.61 0. 096 0.512 227 9 —2.6 1. 20
( , ,1989)
wWQ—122 16. 87 2. 50 0. 090 0.512 103 4 —4.7 1.28
WQ—125 44,15 7.72 0. 106 0.512 076 7 —6.1 1.52
( , ,1989)
WQ—152 37.04 4. 84 0.079 0.512 025 3 —5.7 1.27
WQ—154 8. 81 1. 89 0. 130 0.512 045 4 —8.0 2.00
((426+=1)Ma, U-Pb TIMS, )
WQ—190 29. 30 4.43 0. 092 0.512 161 ) —3.7 1. 23
WQ—191 28.62 4. 35 0. 092 0.512 148 7 —3.9 1. 25
WQ—193 16. 01 2. 60 0. 098 0.512 239 6 —2.5 1. 20
WQ—195 33.74 5.49 0. 098 0.512 211 5 —3.1 1.24
( s ,1989)
WQ—214 26. 54 4,91 0.112 0.511798 5 —11.8 2.02
WwWQ—215 37.48 7.12 0. 115 0.511 828 6 —11.4 2.03
WQ—218 34,13 6.41 0.114 0.511 832 5 —11.3 2.00
WQ—220 86. 51 14. 53 0.102 0.512 136 5 —4.7 1. 38
WwWQ—221 49. 68 8. 26 0. 101 0.512 129 4 —4.8 1. 37
( , ,1989)
WwQ—223 20.92 4. 36 0. 126 0.512 199 7 —4.8 1. 65
WQ—224 27.98 5.52 0.119 0.512 220 5 —4.0 1. 50
wQ—227 16. 19 2. 86 0. 107 0.512 225 6 —3.2 1. 32
WQ—228 18.53 3.39 0.110 0.512 215 5 —3.6 1.38
WQ—229 25. 81 5. 37 0.126 0.512 218 4 —4.4 1.61
( , ,1989 )
WQ—248 55. 63 8. 54 0. 093 0.511 886 6 —9.1 1.59
WQ—250 76. 42 10. 51 0. 083 0.511 898 3 —8.4 1. 46
WQ—252 39.73 8. 01 0.122 0.511 968 ) —9.1 1. 96
WQ—253 47,48 8. 63 0.110 0.512 033 7 —7.2 1. 64
( , ,1989)
WQ—268 36. 72 5.02 0. 083 0.512 135 6 —3.7 1. 18
WQ—269 60. 65 8. 08 0. 081 0. 512 205 3 —2.2 1. 08
wQ—271 42. 86 5.71 0. 081 0.511972 6 —6.8 1. 35
WQ—273 71.75 10. 21 0. 086 0.512 056 ) —o. 4 1.31
( s ,1989)
32516 45.76 7.59 0. 100 0.512 116 6 —5.0 1.39
32517 39. 97 6. 78 0.103 0.512 062 4 —6.2 1. 49
32518 13.19 2. 69 0.123 0.512 153 4 —5.5 1. 68
32519 41. 19 7.19 0. 106 0.512 124 3 —o. 1 1. 44
32520 21.63 4. 97 0.139 0.512 098 ) —7.4 2.14
end (1) M7Sm /M Nd) cnur =0. 196 7, (M3 Nd/M" Nd) crur =0. 512 638, exnd(2) =420 Ma

Tom M7 Sm/M"MNd pm=0. 213 57, (3 Nd/"* Nd)pm=0. 513 15.
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Table 3 Whole-rock Pb isotope data of Precambrian basement from Qilianshan belt

I’b({ig e g 1y U(#g g 1y Th({lg g D) 206 Pb/zm Pb 207 I)b/2011)b 208 I)b/201 Pb

LS1+ 10. 37 10. 32 1. 11 18. 006 15. 492 41,097
.52+ 13.51 13. 65 0.62 17.927 15. 446 41. 351
1L.S3/1* 9.13 6. 85 1. 04 18. 693 15. 660 39. 300
LS4+ 9.01 5.49 0.98 18.732 15. 725 39. 570
1L.S7* 2.91 0. 94 0. 24 18. 185 15.579 38. 625
WQl141 5. 44 1. 31 0. 37 18. 505 15. 710 38. 610
WQ142 4,27 3.03 1. 08 19. 165 15. 691 38. 675
WQl144 8. 31 3. 36 0. 94 18. 783 15. 661 38. 711
WQ186 12. 95 0. 97 0.29 18.118 15. 633 38. 552
WQ187 7.56 2.26 1. 84 18. 174 15. 640 38. 561
WQ275 13.91 13.72 2. 35 19. 029 15. 633 39. 199
WQ277 21. 41 12. 82 2.77 18. 915 15. 619 38. 809
WQ278 6.23 1. 20 0.21 18. 169 15. 587 37.922
WQ279 6. 50 1. 45 0. 30 18. 243 15. 589 37.963
WQ286 17. 20 1. 07 0. 25 18. 332 15. 635 38. 130
WQ287 31. 47 12. 38 1. 86 19. 144 15. 696 38. 350
WQ288 46. 93 37. 29 4.91 18. 999 15. 686 38. 906
WQ303 24.71 11. 46 1. 82 18. 612 15. 648 38. 295
WQ304 30. 97 14. 23 1.78 18. 480 15. 645 38.575
WQ310 20. 21 10. 15 1.52 18. 523 15. 672 38. 946
WQ311 10. 67 6.76 1. 20 18. 994 15. 681 38. 794
WQ324 45. 37 30. 71 5.06 19. 100 15. 694 39. 039
WQ325 43. 60 31.91 2.28 19. 376 15. 704 39. 169
HL2 18. 321 15. 553 38. 334
HL6 18. 374 15. 466 38. 499
HILS 19. 005 15. 686 38. 742
HL9 19. 420 15. 765 38. 896
HIL12 18.993 15. 707 39. 116
HL13 18. 700 15.733 38.974
HIL14 20. 781 15. 782 38. 554
HIL16 19. 794 15. 731 39. 991
*  Zhang et al. (2005a). Pb,U  Th ICP-MS
) %Pb/™ Pb=18. 143 ~19. 158,%" Pb/®™Pb= 2002). .
15. 630~15. 829,%*8Ph/?** Ph=237. 715~38. 870. Towm C 2,
, . Nd
U-Pb
(Gehrels et al. , 2003; Yue et al., 2005).
Nd , ,
. 2.8~2.6Ga ’
y 1.8~2.2Ga , ’
(Zhu, 1994; ’
, 2002). ( ;
0.8 Ga , 1995; ,2002). Pb

(Zhu, 1994; Chen and Jahn, 1998; s ’
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Table 4 Whole-rock Pb isotope data of graniroid from Qilianshan belt

Pb U Th 206 I)b/20'1 Pb 207I)b/201 Pb ZOSI)b/ZO'I Pb 238 U/ZOiI)b 232 ’I‘h/ZO/I Pb (ZOGPb/'Z(M Pb)( ('207Pb/201 Pb)( ('ZOSPb/Z(M Pb)t

1.S9 * 38.51 27.72 7.52 18. 453 15. 567 38. 484 12. 40 47. 26 18. 023 15. 545 37.967
1LS11+ 43.16 31.02 4.10 18. 116 15. 537 38. 308 5.99 46. 85 17. 909 15. 527 37.795
LS12* 52.89 11.02 2.23 17. 890 15. 520 37. 989 2. 64 13. 47 17. 798 15. 515 37. 842
1.S13* 32.43 31.82 4.32 18. 426 15.573 38.762 8. 50 64. 65 18. 131 15. 558 38. 054
LS14~* 37.47 4. 14 1. 24 18. 393 15. 651 38. 456 2.11 7.25 18. 251 15. 643 38. 303
LS16* 27.45 2.56  0.73 18. 256 15. 640 38. 269 1. 68 6. 09 18. 143 15. 634 38. 141
LS17* 13.89 4.46 1. 40 18. 603 15. 665 38. 741 6. 45 21. 25 18. 169 15. 641 38.294
WQ10 28.87 23.79 2.82 18. 789 15. 669 39. 083 6. 29 54, 87 18. 365 15. 646 37.931
wQil1 32.14 26.76 2.00 18. 985 15. 680 39. 184 4.02 55. 66 18. 715 15. 665 38.015
WQ190 33.16 22.85 2.77 19. 269 15. 688 38.679 5. 39 45.93 18. 906 15. 668 37.715
WQ191 36.44 22.34 2.52 19. 255 15. 688 38.630 4.45 40. 83 18. 956 15. 671 37.773
WQI193  27.18 15.09 2.44 19. 053 15. 683 38.521 5.76 36. 82 18. 666 15. 662 37. 748
WwWQ214 23.60 19.45 2.10 19. 156 15. 845 40. 046 5.85 55.99 18. 762 15. 823 38. 870
WwQ218 19.09 24.35 2.21 18. 638 15. 857 40. 540 7. 60 86. 65 18. 126 15. 829 38. 720
WQ220 36.04 44.81 11.52 19. 491 15. 813 40. 054 21. 11 84. 82 18. 070 15. 734 38.273
WQ221 26.91 24.49 2.83 18. 959 15. 784 39.913 6. 89 61.49 18. 495 15.759 38.622
WQ223 47.26 18.29 2.49 18. 851 15. 716 38. 751 3. 39 25.69 18. 623 15. 704 38.211
WQ227 28.59 13.21 2.42 19. 433 15. 731 38. 727 5.48 30. 90 19. 065 15. 711 38.078
WQ228 27.15 16.78 2.18 19. 213 15. 712 38. 800 5.19 41. 25 18. 864 15.693 37.934
WQ248 47.95 36.29 9.83 20. 067 15. 715 39. 366 13. 50 51.47 19. 158 15. 665 38. 285
WQ250 49.06 54.56 5.27 19. 477 15. 678 39. 758 7.05 75.41 19. 003 15. 652 38. 175
WQ253 39.55 68.89 13.75 20. 998 15. 765 40. 868 23.63 122. 34 19. 407 15. 678 38.299
WQ268 18.99 43.16 7.54 21. 695 15. 810 41. 378 27.41 162. 14 19. 849 15. 708 37.974
WQ269 16.32 23.07 4.53 20. 130 15.718 40. 277 18. 51 97. 40 18. 884 15. 650 38.232
WQ273  18.77 34.85 5.97 20. 022 15. 711 40. 977 21.35 128. 88 18.585 15. 632 38.271
32516 23.33 17.93 1.88 18. 723 15. 649 39. 054 5.19 51.08 18. 373 15. 630 37.982
32517 33.21 16.63 2.18 18. 724 15. 649 38. 706 4. 20 33.13 18. 442 15. 634 38.011

32518 41.53 30.25 4.72 19. 085 15. 670 39.012 7.35 48. 66 18. 591 15. 643 37.991

32519 20.23 13.04 2.22 19. 448 15. 686 39. 048 7.14 43. 30 18. 968 15. 659 38.139

32520 40.65 14.36 2.98 19. 111 15. 671 38.583 4.71 23.46 18. 794 15. 654 38. 090

*  Zhang et al. (2005a). Pb,U  Th ICP-MS . (2% Pb/24Pb), (2TPb/2Pb),  (28Pb/%'Pb), Pb
, . t=229Ma  t=420 Ma. Pb,U,Th rg/g.
( ,1995), .
, 206 Pb/ZO4 Pb s
17. 8; .
s 206 Pb/204 Pb . 207 Pb/204 Pb
17. 8. .
s 207 Pb/204 Pb 207 Pb/204 Pb
(Hacker, 1998; Sun et al. , 2002; R 207 Ph /2 Ph
Zhang et al. , 2002), ,
( ,1995; Zhang *"Pb/?*'Pbh 450 Ma )
etal., 2002, 2004b), 0. 04. 2"Pbh/** Pb C 3
b
Pb ; X1 Ph/*'Ph
° b
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