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Paleoenvironments Recorded in a New-Type Ferromanganese
Crust from the East Philippine Sea
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Abstract: We attempt to recover the paleoenvironments recorded in the accretion of a typical new-type hydrogenetic ferro-
manganese crust from the deep water areas of the East Philippine Sea. From detailed geochemical and U-series chronological
studies, three major accretion periods and corresponding paleoenvironments can be ascertained. The first period is a faster
accretion period in the terminal Late Miocene to the Early Pliocene with looser structure and higher volcanic detritus con-
tents, corresponding to the active Antarctic bottom waters and depressed temperature from the intermediate Middle Miocene
to the Early Pliocene. The second period is a pulse of pelagic clay deposition at the Early to Middle Pliocene, reflecting the
shrinkage of the Antarctic bottom waters and the global temperature elevation of this period. The third period is a slower ac-
cretion period from the Middle Pliocene, which indicates the more violent activity of Antarctic bottom waters once again and
more depressed temperature than the first period, facilitating the accretion of a more compact and pure ferromanganese zone.
The paleoceanographic histories of these studied areas had not been made clear in previous research.
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Table 1 Major, minor and trace element abundances of the ferromanganese crust

(mm) Mn Fe Al P Ca Ti Mn/Fe Ca/P Cu
0.0~2.5 5. 82 23.99 3. 54 0.49 4. 25 0. 88 0. 24 8. 58 761.7
2.5~5.0 6. 46 25.49 2.74 0. 57 4. 41 0. 89 0. 25 7. 80 817.2
5.0~7.5 7.39 25.69 2.16 0.62 4. 66 0.91 0.29 7.54 903. 7
7.5~10.0 7.27 24. 28 2.17 0.63 4. 68 0. 89 0. 29 7.48 920. 3

10. 0~12.5 7.32 24.63 2.41 0. 58 4. 69 0.92 0.29 8. 08 1028.1
15~20 1.29 10. 64 7. 64 0. 09 2. 38 0.41 0.12 25.92 515.6
20~25 1. 37 10. 64 7.69 0. 09 2.52 0.41 0.13 26. 89 498. 6
25~30 1.22 10. 16 7.69 0. 08 2.32 0. 39 0.12 25.93 498. 2
30~35 1.07 10. 86 7. 45 0.09 2. 68 0.42 0.09 29. 34 575.4
35~40 0. 86 11.45 7.46 0. 08 3.12 0. 48 0. 08 39. 60 505. 8
40~45 0.73 11. 68 7.62 0. 07 3. 24 0.52 0. 06 47. 05 517.0
45~50 3. 05 17. 45 6. 05 0.21 4. 14 0.78 0.18 19. 48 708. 4
52~54 4,54 19.18 4. 44 0.39 5.04 1.01 0. 24 12. 74 957. 6
54~56 3.35 14.75 3. 26 0. 48 3.54 0.78 0.23 7.36 947.5
56~58 5.70 20. 61 3. 54 0.49 4. 81 0. 88 0. 28 9. 84 971.9
58~63 6. 29 22.76 3.11 0.51 4. 60 0. 90 0. 28 9.03 921.0

3.98 17.77 4. 94 0. 34 3.82 0.72 0.19 18. 29 753. 00
6.02 22. 38 3. 04 0.53 4.52 0. 89 0. 27 8.72 914. 33
1.37 11. 84 7.37 0. 10 2.91 0. 49 0.11 30. 60 545. 57

(mm) Co Ni Zn Pb Cr Mo Ba A% Sc
0.0~2.5 1525 778.5 397.6 946. 6 38.0 98.9 1792.1 661. 4 16. 93
2.5~5.0 1606 749. 4 432.2 972.5 32.2 149.7 2167.3 685. 7 17.05
5.0~7.5 1917 924. 8 460. 8 1037.0 35.7 205. 3 2472.2 739.7 16. 21
7.5~10.0 1767 1002. 6 435. 6 978. 3 40. 2 215.2 2471.6 717. 4 14. 81
10.0~12.5 1681 1138.1 437.5 983.5 37.3 207. 6 2484.4 726.6 14. 78

15~20 125.2 407. 2 225.1 62. 2 21.1 12.1 325.1 211.2 32.16
20~25 127.8 362. 4 218.2 56. 1 22.6 14. 8 359. 6 222.8 31. 64
25~30 105. 5 422.8 220.1 45.5 19.5 12.9 301. 6 204. 6 33.92
30~35 109. 7 468. 5 261.5 44,0 23.1 9.6 274.1 220. 3 39. 89
35~40 114. 2 268. 8 249. 2 45.1 26.4 5.1 284.9 219.6 37. 35
40~45 110. 6 202. 8 249. 4 50.1 21.0 3.5 273.1 221.0 37.75
45~50 426. 2 451.9 368. 4 284. 6 25.5 21.7 982. 6 386. 6 26. 94
52~54 849. 3 845. 9 450. 7 585. 4 26.4 133.2 1912.1 525.0 19. 08
54~56 1130 944. 3 445. 2 728.3 38.6 150. 1 1544.0 372.2 18.57
56~58 1415 1019.4 439. 3 871. 4 37.5 167. 2 2087.1 581. 6 16. 61
58~63 1622 943.1 425.9 1027.4 34.6 166. 2 2245.2 631. 3 15. 80
914. 47 683. 16 357.29 544. 88 29.98 98. 31 1373.57 457. 94 24, 34
1501. 37 927. 34 436. 09 903. 38 35.61 165. 91 2130. 67 626. 77 16. 65
159. 89 369. 20 255.99 83. 94 22.74 11. 40 400. 14 240. 87 34. 24
% rg/g.
s 3
Ay b b
(Mn, Fe,P,Ca, Ti, Cu, Co, Ni, Zn, )
Pb.Cr,Ba V) (Al So s )
’ Ca/P
;2 (CFA) Ca/P  (Banakar et al. s 1997).
b N
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Table 2 Rare earth element (REE) abundances of the ferromanganese crust
(mm) La Ce Pr Nd Sm Eu Gd Tb Dy
0.0~2.5 182.7 1075.0 45. 22 184. 8 40. 33 10. 30 44, 37 7. 00 41. 55
2.5~5.0 211.2 1050.0 50. 69 209. 1 45. 04 11. 45 48. 96 7.83 46. 36
5.0~7.5 238.2 1075.0 55.70 227.3 48. 05 12.43 53.79 8.55 50. 90
7.5~10.0 249. 3 1058.0 57.03 235.5 49. 90 12.98 55. 39 8. 86 53.51
10.0~12.5 260. 6 1279.7 58. 68 243.9 50. 86 13.12 56. 30 9.12 55.53
15~20 45.7 45.1 10. 20 42.9 9.33 2. 36 9. 20 1. 51 9.01
20~25 48. 8 39.3 10. 70 45.7 9. 80 2.48 9. 60 1. 58 9.59
25~30 42.3 36.6 9. 50 40. 6 8.72 2. 31 8. 80 1. 41 8.55
30~35 33.9 33.5 7.70 33.0 7.19 2.02 7.20 1. 17 7.23
35~40 32.0 36. 6 7. 40 31.6 6. 96 1. 89 7.00 1. 14 6. 77
40~45 33.8 42.3 7.50 32.1 6. 82 1. 90 6. 90 1.17 6.79
45~50 104. 3 297.0 24. 60 104. 0 22.25 5. 94 24. 20 3. 88 24,58
52~54 162. 6 598. 4 37.68 155.7 33.24 8. 71 37.76 6.16 38.12
54~56 211.9 669. 8 48. 51 201. 3 43.06 11. 31 48.70 7.96 48.63
56~58 210.0 895. 5 47. 30 193.9 41. 10 10.70 46. 80 7.50 45. 90
58~63 216.5 979.1 48. 95 198.9 41. 44 10. 80 46. 80 7.56 46. 17
142. 74 575. 68 32.96 136. 27 29.01 7.52 31. 99 5.15 31. 20
215. 89 964. 50 49. 97 205. 60 43. 67 11.31 48. 76 7.84 47. 41
48. 69 75.77 11. 09 47.13 10. 15 2. 64 10. 41 1. 69 10. 36
(mm) Ho Er Tm Yb Lu Y TREE TCe Ce-anomaly
0.0~2.5 7.66 22.00 3.528 22.63 3. 90 34. 10 1825.10 1538. 35 2. 89
2.5~5.0 8. 60 24. 31 3. 909 25.19 4. 32 150. 10 1897. 06 1577.48 2.48
5.0~7.5 9. 55 26. 96 4. 388 28. 05 4.78 164. 40 2 008. 05 1656. 68 2. 28
7.5~10.0 10. 03 28. 04 4. 598 29. 44 5.08 169. 40 2027.06 1662.71 2.16
10.0~12.5 10. 34 29.42 4,797 30. 84 5.31 175.70 2 284,22 1906. 86 2.52
15~20 1. 67 4. 26 0. 710 4. 68 0. 81 35. 90 223.34 155. 59 0.51
20~25 1.76 4.49 0. 780 5.08 0. 86 37. 60 228.12 156. 78 0.42
25~30 1. 60 3. 89 0. 700 4.41 0.79 35. 90 206. 08 140. 03 0. 45
30~35 1.31 3. 34 0. 550 3. 64 0.63 29. 80 172.18 117. 31 0.51
35~40 1. 28 3.31 0. 540 3.67 0.61 26. 00 166. 77 116. 45 0. 58
40~45 1. 30 3.21 0. 550 3.70 0.61 26. 80 175. 45 124. 42 0. 65
45~50 4.70 12. 15 2. 140 14. 17 2.42 94. 20 740.13 557. 69 1.43
52~54 7.32 21.35 3.528 22. 86 3.95 133. 90 1271.28 996. 33 1. 86
54~56 9.31 27.10 4. 469 28.93 5. 04 169. 10 1535.12 1185. 88 1.61
56~58 8. 90 25.70 4. 200 27. 20 4.70 164. 50 1733.90 1 398. 50 2.19
58~63 8.92 25.71 4, 304 27.70 4.79 158. 90 1826. 54 1495. 69 2.32
5. 89 16. 58 2.73 17. 64 3. 04 106. 64 1145.02 924.17 1. 55
8. 96 25.62 4.19 26. 98 4. 65 157.79 1823. 15 1490. 94 2. 26
1. 95 4. 95 0. 85 5. 62 0. 96 40. 89 273.15 195. 47 0. 65
rg/g.
3 2
. ) (TREE)
Ce , (TCe) ,
b b
( )
Ce

, (Hein et al. , 1988).
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