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Geochemical Characteristics of Garnet Amphibolite from the Pre Pilot
Hole of the Chinese Continental Scientific Drilling
(CCSD PP2) and Its Geological Significance

QI Xue xiang, TANG Zhe min, YAN Ling

Key Laboratory for Continental Dynamics of MLR, Institute of Geology, Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences. Beijing 100037 China

Abstract The pre pilot hole of the Chinese Continental Scientific Drilling ( CCSD PP2) is located at the UHP metamorphic
supracrustal slice of northern Sulu. The rock types in CCSD PP2 are garnet amphibolite ( amphibolite), orthogneisses,
paragneisses and eclogite. The main mineral assemblage of the garnet amphibolite from the first part in CCSD PP2 is amphi
bole, garnet, biotite and albite, which resulted from retrograde metamorphism. The geochemical data show the chemical
compositions of the garnet amphibolite are consistent with so called normal eclogite, the compositions and partition pattern
of REE from garnet amphibolote are similar to eclogite from the main hole, and there are some differences in trace element
and geochemical discriminating figures between the garnet amphibolite from CCSD PP2 and eclogite from the main hole
which demonstrates that their protoliths are within plate basalts, and the differences are caused by the characteristics of the
protolith and fluid introduction during eclogite retrograde metamorphism. Coesite and omphacite inclusions in zircons were
discovered both from garnet am phibolite and orthogneiss, closely below the garnet amphibolite. There is similar petrological
and geochemical characteristics between PP2 and main hole orthogneiss. The SiO, content in garnet amphibolite increases
gradually toward the contacts with orthogneisses. All the lines of evidence show that the garnet amphibolite and orthogneiss
es experienced subduction into the upper mantle and strong retrogressive metamorphism during exhumation, and there were

compositional exchanges, to a certain extent, between them.
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1 (%) (1079 (107%)
Table 1 Whole rock chemical compositions of the garnet amphibolite and orthogneisses

1-1 1-2 2-1 2-2 3-1 3-2 4-1 4-2 4-3 5-2 5-3 6-1 6-2 7-1 17-2
Si0; 48.59 48.99 49.76 49.76 49.94 49.35 46.39 48.34 50.34 50.22 49.73 46.74 49.12 51.20 54.80
Ti0, 1.45 1.40 1.44 1.42 1.28 1.38 1.38 1.43 1.41 1.35 1.47 1.63 1.49 1.40 1.21
AL O3 15.70 16.01 16.16 16.10 16.63 16.19 17.20 16.38 16.76 16.49 16.28 15.22 14.93 15.40 16.34
Fe; 03 5.35 5.05 4.67 4.63 4.00 4.36 511 4.62 3.95 4.10 3.87 803 6.81 537 4.99
FeO 7.02 6.86 6.66 7.15 7.04 7.04 7.22 7.10 7.96 7.00 7.24 6.23 6.02 6.38 4.11
MnO 0.17 0.17 0.18 0.21 0.17 0.16 0.20 0.18 0.22 0.18 0.16 0.21 0.19 0.18 0.16
MgO 5.84 5.80 6.03 6.00 6.24 6.76 6.60 6.22 6.32 5.8 577 6.02 583 524 4.21
CaO 878 813 7.96 7.67 7.01 7.11 10.13 9.95 6.46 833 8.8 9.74 8.93 7.07 5.08
Na,O 3.69 3.73  3.92 3.52 3.87 3.94 289 2.8 276 3.26 3.46 3.13 3.40 3.59 3.95
K»,0 1.13  1.51 1.46 1.60 1.84 1.64 0.78 0.62 1.92 1.15 0.94 0.96 1.32 2.18 2.94
P, 05 0.35 0.36 0.34 0.37 0.31 0.22 0.40 0.44 0.25 0.33 0.40 0.40 0.41 0.26 0.18
H, 0" 1.02 1.22 1.12 1.14 1.13 1.44 1.28 1.26 1.26 1.10  0.70 1.16  0.90 1.28 1.43
CO, 0.23 0.12 0.17 0.35 0.16 0.35 0.26 0.31 0.17 0.17 0.21 0.12 0.17 0.26 0.17
LOI 0.78 0.82 0.78 0.72 0.69 0.74 1.04 0.77 0.74 0.67 0.38 0.76 0.66 0.77 1.11
100.1 100.2 100.6 100.6 100.3 100.7 100.9 100.5 100.5 100.3 99.4 100.3 100.2 100.6 100.7

La 8.56 27.00 16.20 11.80 39.80 8.26 30.10 26.20 3.65 37.80 32.30 4.23 8.98 3.91 8.93
Ce 17.30 49.20 33.80 25.00 69.40 16.40 54.80 49.40 7.96 71.10 58.50 10.10 21.00 10.40 18.00
Pr 2.78 7.10 5.43 4.13 9.68 2.58 8.19 7.43 1.43 10.40 8.55 1.85 3.67 2.05 273
Nd 12.10 27.50 22.90 17.80 36.10 11.10 32.30 29.90 6.77 40.40 33.30 8.93 16.60 10.30 11.20
Sm 339 5.80 5.38 4.55 6.60 2.92 6.94 6.57 2.24 830 7.06 3.08 4.55 3.43 3.02
Eu .24 1.90 1.76 1.59 2.05 1.13 2.26 2.08 0.98 2.46 2.14 1.11 1.44 1.21 1. 00
Gd 3.56  5.01 4.49 411 531 3.13 558 552 2.8 6.37 575 3.46 4.19 3.87 3.42
Th 0.69 0.82 0.71 0.72 0.74 0.62 0.83 0.82 0.64 0.8 0.87 0.71 0.75 0.80 0.79
Dy 4.28 4.72 4.08 4.21 3.87 3.89 4.28 4.30 4.39 4.43 4.61 455 4.48 500 5.38
Ho 0.85 0.93 0.83 0.8 0.75 0.79 0.81 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.91 0.92 0.8 1.00 1.14
Er 2.45  2.79 2.41 2,50 2,27 2.30 2.49 257 2.63 2.63 2.77 266 251 297 3.49
Tm 0.33 0.36 0.33 0.33 0.29 0.31 0.32 0.34 0.35 0.34 0.37 0.35 0.33 0.41 0.49
Yb 2.18 2.38 2,10 2.14 1.87 2.05 2.09 220 2.31 223 241 221 213 2.61 3.20
Lu 0.33 0.36  0.32 0.33 0.28 0.31 0.31 0.34 0.34 0.33 0.37 0.33 0.32 0.40 0.47
2 REE 60.0 135.9 100.7 80.1 179.0 55.8 151.3 138.5 37.4 188.5 159.9 445 71.8 48.4 63.3
LREE/HREE 3.09 6.82 5.60 4.27 10.64 3.16 8.05 7.17 1.60 9.43 7.85 1.93 3.61 1.83 2.44
&Eu 1.08 1.05 1.07 1.10 1.03 1.14 1.08 1.03 1.19 1.00 1.00 1.04 0.99 1.01 0.95
(La/Sm) y .59 2.93 1.89 1.63 3.79 1.78 2.73 2.51 1.02 2.8 2.8 0.8 1.24 0.72 1.86
Sr 95 115 119 122 151 115 534 549 104 413 479 888 857 66.2 83.5
Rb 22.5 32.4 29.9 30.6 40.8 358 15.8 13.5 40.3 24 19.1 147 22,7 37.9 80.1
Ba 288 414 385 410 530 472 180 166 553 346 294 8L1 193 453 906
Th 0.54 1.6l 0.5 0.43 1.99 0.45 0.98 1.02 0.25 1.68 1.64 0.31 0.44 0.31 1.14
Nb 6.06 6.61 4.32 4.88 4.95 3.83 6.35 141 813 4.79 10.6 14 4.68 11.8 14.8

Zr 131 154 146 155 137 131 139 157 171 167 186 R 120 178 231
Sm 3.39 5.8 5.38  4.55 6.6 2.92 6.94 6.57 2.24 8.3 7.06 3.08 4.55 3.43 3.02
Y 25.1 26.8 24.3 24.6 21.8 23.1 24.6 25.4 26 25.5 27.5 273 259 29.6 34.2
Sc 3.9 34.1 30.6 31.2 31.2 33.7 33.6 32.8 33 31.3  29.9 455 38.9 29.1 26.3
U 0.12 0.18 0.12 0.094 0.14 0053 0.22 0.19 <0.05 0.23 0.22 0.095 0.16 0.1 0.17
Ta 0.18 0.2 0.22 0.21 0.17 0.19 0.19 0.22 0.24 0.25 0.27 0.2 0.22 0.27 0.47
v 260 203 215 208 212 194 222 235 192 219 216 279 267 180 162
Cr 105 125 123 120 122 128 121 118 122 118 112 89. 6 107 108 92.5
Co 40.3 41 37.7 37.8 39.8 43.8 41.7 38.3 43 37.8 36 44.2 40.6 35.4 27.9

Ni 32.7 31.3 35 33.6 43.3 44.2 39.8 34.7 36.8 37 32.3 282 30.7 28.7 33
Hf 311 3.53 3.32 3.58 3.16 3.06 3.18 3.59 3.95 3.79 4.28 243 2.8 4.11 5.66
Ti/V 41.83 51.72 50.23 51.20 45.28 53.35 46.62 45.64 55.08 46.23 51.04 43.82 41.85 58.33 56.02
Y /Nb 4.14 4.05 5.63 5.04 440 6.03 3.87 1.80 3.20 532 2.59 1.95 553 2.51 2231
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1

7-3 8-1 8§-2 El E2 E3 E4 E5 E6 E7 E8 E9
Si0, 70.01 71.55 63. 88 49.12  50.64 46. 35 48.69 47. 47 49.77 49. 62 48.77 48.46
Ti0, 0.54 0. 46 0. 80 1.32 1.85 1.72 1. 64 1.27 1. 66 1.78 1.86 1.85
Al 03 13.46 12. 84 14.57 16. 54 15. 84 16. 33 16. 26 16. 59 16.99 15.17 14.75 15. 44
Fe O3 2.47 1.98 3.39 2. 14 2.19 2.60 2.24 2.33 2.52 2.93 3.99 2.94
FeO 2.07 1.89 3.07 8. 46 9.57 9.32 9.74 9.29 8. 68 9.73 9.18 9.88
MnO 0.11 0.07 0.16 0.20 0.20 0.18 0.21 0.19 0.30 0.27 0.26 0.25
MgO 1.65 1.38 2.58 7.72 6.57 7.89 6.97 8.40 4.88 5.38 6.01 5.91
CaO 2.28 2.48 3.72 9.90 9.55 11.33 10. 86 11.48 8.44 9.44 10. 05 10. 53
Na,O 3.44 3.53 3.54 2.86 2.53 2.42 2.47 2. 64 5.05 3.06 4.29 3.22
K»,0 2.68 2.43 2.78 0.72 0.45 0.62 0.33 0.09 0.48 0.79 0.11 0.34
P,0Os 0.09 0.10 0.25 0.22 0.35 0.12 0.16 0.04 0.20 0.31 0.29 0.38
H,0 " 0.98 0.78 1.08 0. 66 0. 40 0.58 0.56 0.48 0.78 0. 88 0.22 0. 44
CO, 0.21 0.19 0.12 0.27 0.18 0.27 0.18 0.18 0.10 0.21 0.09 0.17
LOI 0.78 0.53 0. 67 0.02 0.02 0.05 0. 06 0.04 0.03 0.16 0.00 0. 06
100. 8 100. 2 100. 6 100. 1 100. 3 99.8 100. 4 100. 5 99.9 99.7 99.9 99.9
La 68. 50 82.10 12.20 15.60  26.60 19.20 5.25 1.36 8.93 18.72 6. 40 11.77
Ce 125.00 149.00 23.90 32.20 57.30 35.80 12.40 3.69 27.36 44.72 20. 45 30. 15
Pr 16. 80 19. 60 3.39 4.35 7.51 4.35 1.79 0. 64 4.19 6. 04 3.27 4.25
Nd 58.70 69. 30 13. 00 19.70  32.00 18.20 8.53 3.73 20.58 26.91 16.72 20. 28
Sm 11.20 13.30 3.22 4.98 7.29 4.34 2.86 2.13 5.74 6.03 4.76 5.27
Eu 1.77 2.05 0.70 1.92 2.31 1.74 1.33 1.16 2.74 2.46 2.14 1.94
Gd 8.83 11. 00 3.58 5.52 7.37 4.46 4.13 3.43 7.08 6.57 5.56 6.29
Th 1.29 1.57 0.85 0.96 1.26 0. 69 0. 80 0. 66 1.25 1.07 0.96 1.02
Dy 6.87 7.84 6.93 5.82 7.51 4.02 5.16 4.21 7.43 6.58 5.97 6. 14
Ho 1.48 1.43 1. 67 1.26 1.54 0.80 1.08 0. 86 1.51 1.39 1.28 1.26
Er 5.15 4.35 5.50 3.52 4.45 2.25 3.02 2.38 4.18 4.07 3.68 3.60
Tm 0.78 0. 60 0. 81 0. 49 0. 64 0.30 0.41 0.33 0.57 0.57 0.52 0.51
Yb 5.73 4.37 5.56 3.06 3.92 1.84 2.65 2.11 3.68 3.77 3.39 3.33
Lu 0.92 0. 69 0.83 0.47 0.59 0.28 0.41 0.31 0.56 0.57 0.50 0. 49
> REE 313.0 367.2 82.1 99.9 160. 3 98.3 49.8 27.0 95.8 129.4 75.6 96.3
LREE/HREE 9.08 10. 53 2.19 3.73 4.88 5.71 1.82 0. 89 2.65 4.27 2. 46 3.25
Fu 0.53 0.50 0.63 1.12 0.95 1.20 1.18 1.31 1.31 1.19 1.27 1.03
(La/Sm)y 3.85 3.88 2.38 1.97 2.30 2.78 1.15 0. 40 0.98 1.95 0.85 1. 40
Sr 357 443 74.1 103 202 207 142 72.4 85.6 210 143.8 198.8
Rb 61.9 49 69. 4 11 11.6 13.3 6.94 2.45 10.51  23.565 4.69 9.26

Ba 987 812 617 111 212 546 100 72.4 190 172.5 56 465
Th 11.1 10.6 1.88 0.77 2.51 1.04 0. 68 0.12 0.7 2.12 0.94 0.96
Nb 13.5 14 13.2 2.62 7.38 1.65 2.25 1. 47 6.07 4.035 3.67 3.53
Zr 405 401 326 86. 4 166 56.4 88 62. 4 123.4  208.95 140 126
Sm 11.2 13.3 3.22 4.98 7.29 4.34 2.86 2.13 5.74 6.03 4.76 5.27
Y 43.9 41.7 50.1 24.8 32.1 16. 4 23.9 19.7 36.76 35.32 31.96 32.2
Sc 11. 4 9.21 15.7 30. 8 32.7 37 35.2 39.1 34.48 39.87 44.91 43.61
U 1.2 1.3 0.27 0.09 0.4 0.28 0.13 0.07 0.34 0.495 0.24 0.34
Ta 0.82 0. 84 0.65 0.16 0.42 0.1 0.18 0.14 0.35 0.29 0.27 0.27
v 67.9 57.3 105 227 306 323 316 279 226.3 266. 2 315.8 281.8
Cr 40.3 23.9 57.4 127 121 187 146 225 91. 89 107. 2 71.91 106. 5
Co 10. 5 8.15 15.7 43.4 42.5 49.4 48.4 52.4 25.95 36.49 40. 08 40. 45
Ni 12.9 9. 84 23.4 105 72.1 110 72.7 107 19.74 22.865 24.22 25.29
Hf 9.93 9. 87 7.77 2.72 4.91 1.92 2.73 1.93 3.23 5.07 3.63 3.446
Ti/V 59. 65 60. 21 57.14 43.51 45.42 39.89 39.00 34.06 55.02 50.15 44.17 49.24

Y /Nb 3.25 2.98 3.80 9.47 4.35 9.94 10. 62 13. 40 6. 06 8.75 8.71 9.12
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