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Geochemistry and Implications of Clastic Sedimentary Rocks
from the Northern Margin of Yangtze Craton
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Abstract: This paper presents Sm-Nd and geochemical data on fine-grained sediments of the north margin from the Yangtze
craton, China. Systematic research leads to the following conclusions: (1) Nd isotope composition of the clastic sedimentary
rocks from the Middle-Upper Proterozoic has the exg () values of +2. 72 to +0. 69, with the Nd model ages of 1. 40 Ga and
1. 57 Ga, which corresponds to that of the contemporaneous volcanic rocks from Xixiang Group. It indicates that the arc ma-
terials from the Proterozoic control the geochemical composition of main provenances of the Middle-Upper Proterozoic sedi-
mentary rocks. (2) The probable provenances of the Paleozoic sedimentary rocks are dominantly the recycled products of
Proterozoic crust as indicated by the decrease of the exg (¢) with the time. The sedimentary rocks from the Cambrian-Silurian
were derived ultimately from a polycyclic mixture of the old continental crust materials from the Kongling strata and arc ma-
terials from the Proterozoic volcanic in the north margin of the Yangtze craton. The derivation is markedly of sources rela-
tively more felsic extreme weathering. The geochemical and isotopic data indicate that the provenance of Devonian terrain has
changed with the progressively increasing proportions of materials from the Qinling complex by erosion. (3) The more
prominent increase in the eng(z) values of the Upper Permian formation probably reflects the significant incorporation of the
mantle-derived materials. The comparison between the data of trace element and the data of EMS indicates that the dust of
volcano from EMS was related to the Late Permian strata during the Late Permian when the volcanism, represented by
Emeishan flood basalts (251—258) in the south-western margin of the Yangtze block was extremely active.
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Table 1 Concentration of trace elements of clastic sediment from Xixiang-Beiba subunit
5311 5307 4417 4424 4002 4016 4326 4513 4335 4348 4358 4607 4618 4814 4820 4915 4919 4939
Pty Pty Pt; Pt; Pt Pt S €1 Oz S S Ds G P, Py T i Iz
SiO; 63.19 68.39 55.5 59.1 71 58.42 73.34 57.12 49.58 63.56 62.41 48.63 31.04 49.43 35.56 68.01 59.77 59.87
TiO: 0.79 0.67 0.88 0.73 0.96 1.39 0.57 0.69 0.58 0.73 0.76 0.79 0.63 0.55 3.11 1.05 1.37 0.88
Al O 16.2 14.9 20.4 20.2 11 17.4 11.8 18.03 10.9 16.8 16.9 22.38 16.1 14.9 32.01 18.08 15.66 17.5
Fe; O3 3.17 2.44 485 4.19 4.48 7.42 4.68 3.4 2.79 1.21 2.27 2.62 1.82 2.0 13.95 0.83 4.8 5.03
FeO 2.41 2.04 1.83 1.99 59 376 1.9 2.8 1.72 4.83 4.17 1.78 2.35 1.74 0.09 1.50 3.82 2.26
MgO 2.14 1.33 2.58 2.28 0.80 1.53 1.49 3.15 6.98 2.55 2.65 1.18 1.43 1.70 0.38 1.10 2.63 2.93
MnO 0.1 0.09 0.09 0.02 0.07 0.17 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.07 0.06 0.05 0.07 0.10 0.01 0.03 0.11 0.14
CaO 3.02 1.44 1.2 0.25 0.5 1.4 0.45 2.04 7.69 0.55 0.7 6.78 21.81 11.68 0.95 0.45 1.400 1.40
Na, O 4.06 3.4 1.26 0.98 0.36 1.8 1.16 0.8 0.29 1.19 1.04 0.33 0.35 0.26 0.09 0.11 2.09 0.06
K;0O 2.27 2.8 6.13 4.88 2.71 2.8 4.03 5.78 6.19 3.89 4.09 3.24 2.05 3.33 0.48 3.33 2.14 2.89
P,Os 0.22 0.18 0.14 0.08 0.14 0.58 0.13 0.1 0.14 0.13 0.12 0.13 0.13 0.19 0.12 0.05 0.25 0.19
CO; 0.12 0.19 0.17 0.14 0.32 0.31 2.81 1.36 10.76 0.28 0.48 4.95 17.03 8.53 0.74 0.31 0.77 0.88
H,O" 2,01 1.84 4.77 4.89 1.65 2.58 4,44 2,19 417 4.4 6.57 457 3.87 11.47 474 4,41 4.5
SUM 100 100 100 100 100 100 101 100 100 100 100 99 99 98 99 100 99 99
CIW 57 65 83 91 88 76 81 78 43 85 85 63 29 41 94 95 72 87
AlLbOs/SO; 0.26 0.22 0.37 0.34 0.15 0.30 0.16 0.32 0.22 0.26 0.27 0.46 0.52 0.30 0.90 0.27 0.26 0.29
K;O/Na;O 0.56 0.84 4.87 4.98 7.53 1.51 3.49 6.88 21.34 3.27 3.93 9.82 5.86 12.81 5.33 30.27 1.02 48.17
Sc 10 7 12 17 17 14 10 19 7 18 14 17 17 15 25 17 23 16
\ 153 52 80 154 135 161 89 116 79 108 114 111 88 130 187 110 461 119
Cr 92 21 48 65 65 67 61 106 58 96 95 96 90 78 107 64 742 114
Co 20 8 10 14 16 29 12 18 10 18 17 16 14 17 27 5.3 4.7 20
Ni 42 279 290 29 34 44 90 44 96 47 50 45.1 36 81 53 23 94 61
Cu 34 17 19 30 46 15 9 21 15 29 33 24.9 19 42 212 88 140 29
Zn 75 60 66 52 31 151 48 81 53 91 93  71.1 63 91 109 88 28 98
Ga 18 16 16 20 14 23 14 26 15 22 21 26 21 19 19 21 35 23
Rb 36 52 59 85 50 31 72 188 125 157 82 95 89 124 65 105 5.5 119
Sr 461 238 50 43 185 86 59 28 54 62 37 92 142 179 64 51 23 104
Ba 377 471 376 1553 266 577 557 521 764 546 495 257 177 252 678 497 51 542
Pb 16 22 170 20 4.5 20 8.4 13 10 7.5 8 38 22 34 26 5 81 34
Cs 3 4.4 2.4 5 2.1 1.4 3.2 10 5.9 11 9.4 18 9.8 10 3.1 11 0.9 6.8
Th 4.6 5.6 6.5 7.8 4.8 4.2 1.8 19 12 17 9.1 15 14 13 6.2 8.9 31 17
U .o 08 1.2 38 1.1 1.7 21 2.8 2.7 28 25 2.5 2.0 53 1.1 214 12 2.7
Zr 113 143 165 131 97 220 217 133 153 165 156 145 107 109 184 297 630 163
Hf 3.1 4.3 4.7 3.8 2.9 6.5 6 4.9 4.3 49 45 46 3.0 3.2 56 87 19 4.7
Nb 4.4 6.4 83 85 7.3 14 8.3 14 11.3 14 10 16 13 11 16 17 25 15
Ta 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.9 0.6 .o 0.8 1.0 0.6 1.2 0.9 0.8 1.0 1.1 0.6 1.0
Y 15 17 20 21 20 33 22 18 23 27 18 19 16 20 26 23 42 24
La 13.6 11.8 17.8 22.1 15.5 16.4 23.6 37.3 33 36.9 20.2 29.1 26.5 30.7 39.17 34.04 36.75 38.3
Ce 26.7 25.1 36.7 41 26.5 41 54  64.8 60.9 70.5 41.9 57.2 51.8 58.9 40.96 59.35 34.03 73.6
Pr 4,21 3.47 5.4 6.47 4.1 6.44 7.15 9.02 8.44 9.9 6.5 7.65 6.89 8.23 9.48 8.06 8.95 10.5
Nd 18.2 14.2 22.4 26.6 16.5 29.5 29.2 32.3 32.4 38.9 26.5 29.5 26.2 32 36.29 29.05 33.07 41.7
Sm 418 3.3 4.96 5.65 3.81 7.95 5.39 5,35 6.5 7.9 6.01 6.2 5.33 6.4 7.27 566 6.71 8.23
Eu 1.31 0.82 1.27 1.62 1.15 2.07 1.33 1.16 1.46 1.68 1.33 1.31 1.1 1.3 1.62 1.53 1.51 1.81
Gd 3.32 2.75 3.99 4.47 3.53 7.08 4.5 4.56 5.43 6.29 4.77 4.89 4.36 5.08 6.21 4.81 5.35 6.43
Tb 0.54 0.49 0.68 0.76 0.61 1.26 0.74 0.69 0.8 1.0 0.81 0.8 0.64 0.77 1.18 0.83 1.13 0.91
Dy 2.96 2.96 3.82 4.06 3.59 7.12 4.13 3.73 4.59 5.27 4.36 4.19 3.41 4.07 7.8 4.43 7.23 4.6
Ho 0.63 0.68 0.81 0.8 0.78 1.52 0.89 0.79 0.94 1.08 0.89 0.87 0.66 0.8 1.78 0.97 1.72 0.92
Er 1.72 1.88 2.27 2.37 2.13 4.19 2.54 2.35 2.64 3.01 2.56 2.48 1.86 2.26 5.64 2.65 4.91 2.53
Tm 0.3 0.35 0.41 0.4 0.36 0.72 0.44 0.42 0.46 0.52 0.44 0.44 0.32 0.39 0.9 0.48 0.92 0.43
Yb 1.76 2.05 2.47 2.33 2.11 4.18 2.63 2.46 2.61 3.03 2.61 2.69 1.91 2.35 6.04 3.07 5.61 2.53
Lu 0.26 0.32 0.36 0.36 0.34 0.66 0.41 0.39 0.41 Q47 0.41 0.43 0.29 0.36 0.9 0.5 0.92 0.38
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5311 5307 4417 4424 4002 4016 4326 4513 4335 4348 4358 4607 4618 4814 4820 4915 4919 4939

Pt Pto Ptz P Pt Pt S S 02 St S Ds C P P Ts Ji AP

>REE 79.71 70.2 103 119 81 130 137 165 160 186 119 148 131 153 149 155 139 192
Eu/Eu*  1.07 0.83 0.87 0.98 0.96 0.84 0.82 0.72 0.75 0.73 0.76 0.73 0.7 0.69 0.77 0.9 0.78 0.76
Ce/Ce* 0.83 0.92 0.88 0.8 0.78 0.93 0.97 0.83 0.85 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.87 0.44 0.84 0.86 0.86
La/Yb 5.20 3.91 4.86 6.41 4.97 2.66 6.06 10.26 8.54 821 5.21 7.32 9.34 8.83 4.42 7.5 6.85 10.23
5d/Yb  1.53 1.09 1.31 1.56 1.36 1.37 1.39 1.5 1.68 1.68 1.48 1.48 1.85 1.76 0.77 1.27 1.25 2.06
Sm/Nd  0.23 0.23 0.22 0.21 0.23 0.27 0.18 0.17 0.20 0.20 0.23 0.21 0.20 0.20 0.20 0.19 0.20 0.20
Th/Sc  0.47 0.76 0.53 0.45 0.28 0.30 0.75 1.00 1.57 0.91 0.66 0.89 0.89 0.86 0.25 0.52 0.25 1.05
Zr/Sc 11.48 19.34 13.39 7.53 5.76 15.81 20.84 8.03 20.57 9.02 11.29 8.79 6.92 7.38 17.26 17.31 7.39 10.27
Cr/Th 20.07 3.80 7.39 8.30 13.46 16.08 7.82 5.60 4.92 5.73 10.44 6.56 6.51 6.16 24.28 7.20 17.33 6.83
La/Th 2.95 2.11 2.75 2.83 3.23 3.94 3.04 1.97 2.83 2.21 2.21 1.99 1.92 2.41 6.32 3.84 4.83 2.30
La/Nb 3.11 1.85 2.15 2.60 2.12 1.17 2.84 2.71 2.93 2.57 2.04 1.83 2.05 2.89 2.45 1.86 1.26 2.58

2 Sm-Nd

Table 2 Sm-Nd isotopic composition of clastic sediment from Xixiang-Beiba subunit

WNd/MNd 425 Nd(pg/g)  Smpg/g)  WSm/MNd  1(Ga)  Tom(Ga)  ena(0)  ena()

4939 0.511 904 9 40. 72 7.76 0.1151 0. 10 2.08 —14.32 —13.28
4919 0.512 329 8 29. 22 6.03 0.124 7 0. 10 1.38 —6.03 —5.11
4915 0.512 368 15 30. 60 6. 33 0.1250 0.15 1.32 —5.27 —3.89
4820 0.512 474 9 37.00 7.88 0.1287 0. 25 1.15 —3.20 —1.03
4814 0.511972 8 30. 02 5.68 0.114 4 0. 25 1.95 —12.99 —10.90
4358 0.511 886 9 29. 90 5.98 0.1208 0. 40 2.11 —14.67 —10. 80
4348 0.512 078 19 37.94 7.28 0.116 0 0.42 1.76 —10. 92 —6. 60
4335 0.511 952 8 28. 14 5. 64 0.1211 0. 50 2. 00 —13. 38 —8.56
4326 0.512 143 13 29. 64 5. 20 0. 106 0 0.58 1.58 —9. 66 —2.93
4107 0.511591 9 21.75 4.52 0.1255 1. 20 2. 64 —20. 42 —9.51
4002 0.511733 17 17. 10 3.71 0.1311 1. 20 2. 48 —17. 65 —17.59
4424 0.512 387 25 29. 86 5.94 0.120 3 0.70 1. 26 —4. 90 +1.95
4417 0.512 392 11 22.05 4.75 0.1302 0.70 1. 33 —4. 80 +1.15
5307 0.512 355 9 16. 43 3. 50 0.1290 0. 95 1. 40 —5.52 +2.72
5311 0.512 303 9 17. 37 3. 95 0.137 3 0. 95 1. 57 —6.53 +0. 69
4618 0.512 032 10 24. 66 4. 61 0.1129 0. 30 1. 84 —11.82 —8.62
4607 0. 512 009 10 31.42 5.97 0.1148 0. 37 1. 88 —12. 27 —8.41
4513 0.512 004 9 29. 47 4.59 0.094 1 0.58 1. 74 —12. 37 —4.77
Peucat et al. (1988)  Goldstein ez al. (1984); (¥ Nd/"* Nd)pm = 0. 513 15, (1*7 Sm/" Nd)pm = 0. 213 7,A=0. 654 X
107 a1, (M N/ Nd)cpur (0)=0. 512 638, (1*Sm/** Nd) cgur (0) =0. 196 7, Sm/Nd (Gao et al. , 1992)
, M7 Sm /1M Nd<<0. 11 , ( McCulloch,1996).
bomb HF+HNO; 3ml, 6.521X107%, La Jolla; **Nd/"* Nd=0. 511 856+
: SiO, » HE+ 0,000 012, MAT261
HN(); 3 mL, bomb ) 190 o(: . Sm_Nd
, 48 h, , 1. 2.
AG50X8 HDEHP  Sm-Nd
:Sm=3X10"",Nd=1. 2 X 3
10 10 143Nd/144 Nd 146 Nd/144 Nd —
0.721 900 . (BCR-2) 31

WNd/M" Nd = 0.512643 4+ 0.000015 (28), —
YTSm/M"Nd=0. 136 5, Nd = 28.32X 107°%, Sm = K,0O/Na, O 12. 68,
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Fig. 3 Chondrite-normalized REE diagram of clastic sediments for the Middle-Upper Proterozoic (a) and the Phanerozoic

(b) from Xixiang-Beiba subunit
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