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Discovery of Early Paleozoic Strata in South of
Qiangtang., Northern Tibet and Its Significance
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Abstract: Due to the lack of fossil evidence, the age of Amugang Group, previously referring to the large area of metamorphic for-
mations developed along the south of Longmucuo-Shuanghu suture in southern Qiangtang area, northern Tibet, has been under heat-
ed debate. Some geologists were convinced that the age of metamorphic formations was of Pre-Devonian according to the emergence
of nonmetamorphic fossil-bearing Devonian in Chasang area, north of the suture. Most geologists believed that its age was of Pre-
Sinian. From 2003 to 2004, we collected a large amount of Nautiloid and Graptolite fossils in upper metamorphic formations of May-
igangri area and determined the age to be middle and Late Ordovician-Silurian. It is the first time to discover the Early Paleozoic stra-
ta based on reliable fossils, which not only provides evidence to its age ascription, classification of the strata and its correlation to ad-
jacent areas but also offers data to lithofacies, palacogeography and tectonic pattern of studied area.
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1 Fig. 2 Section of Early Paleozoic strata in southern Qiang-
Fig. 1 Location map of the study area tang
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Fig. 3 Field photograph of some fossils
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