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Macroscopic Algae from the Ediacaran Doushantuo Formation
in Northeast Guizhou, South China
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Abstract: Macroscopic algae widely lived in the Doushantuo-period sea of the Ediacaran in the Yangtze region, South China.
They have successfully laid down an essential basis in a new environment and an ecosystem chain for the evolution and the
development of the metazoan. The Wenghui biota, which is found in the Ediacaran Doushantuo Formation in Northeast
Guizhou is composed mainly of macroalgae (18 species of 15 genera, one unnamed macroalgae, and macroalgal holdfast
forms described herein), and contains macroscopic metazoan, putative metazoan and trace fossils. This biota not only con-
tains some elements of the Miaohe biota from West Hubei the Lantian florafrom South Anhui, the Ediacarafaunain Aus-
tralia, and the White Sea biota in Russias but also has its own characters to distinguish other Ediacaran biota. The diverse
macroalgae of the Wenghui biota clearly show organic and functional differentiations with some exhibiting a relationship with
higher plants. The Wenghui biota lived in the euphotic zone of shallow sea with lowerenergy and poor oxygen. Numerous
macroalgae settled on the deposits by their holdfasts, and their semi-floating bodies erected on seafloors. They advanced the
photosynthetic efficiency and increased oxygen in water. In addition the macroalgae served as a primary producer in the pa
leoecosystem to provide an alternative food for the metazoan. Therefore, the appearance of macroscopic algae not only im-

proved the environment and played an essential support for the growth and propagation of the metazoan which depended on
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oxygen but also provided a new food source that served as a new basis in the ecosystem for metazoan's evolution and devel-

opment. M oreover, prosperous macrobiota not only increased the productivity of organic matter but also favored the sedi-

mentation and the preservation of organic carbon.

Key words: W enghui biota; macroscopic algae; Doushantuo Formation; Ediacaran; Jiangkou; Northeast Guizhou; South

China.
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Genus Anomalophyton Chen et
al., 1994, emend. Xiao ef al., 2002

Anomalophy ton zhangz hongyini
Chen ef al., 1994, emend. Xiao ef al., 2002

( [,1L2
Anomalop hy ton zh an gz hongyini Chen et al; » 19944
p. 392—392, pl I figs. L, 2; , 1996, p. 94, pl 19,

, 1996, p. 94, pl 19,
» 1996, p. 89—90, pl. 19, fig.

fig. 8. Axalga brachyclada Hu;
fig. 6. A. adaequata Hu;
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0.2~

4.6 cm, 4~16 mm.
3~4 )

0.01~0.03 mm,

A. zhangzhongyini

0.3 mm,
1 mm

50°. 3mm.
Doushantuophyton lineare ,

b

A. zhangahongyini

Genus Baculiphyca Yuan, Li and

Chen, 1995, emend. Xiao et al., 2002

Baculi phyca taeniata Yuan, Li,

and Chen, 1995, emend. Xiao ef al., 2002
( 1,34

Diaoyap olites longiconoidalis Chen; 1991,

p. 320— 321, pl. NI fig. 6; pl. IV, figs. 1—6; ,

1992, p. 519— 520, pl. III, figs. 1—

1994a, p. 394, pl. 1L, figs. 1, 2

5; text-fig. 3; N
, 1995 p. 97—98, pl

» 1992, p. 109—

110, pl 19, figs. 1, 2; pl. 20, fig. 5. Miaohenella ty picura Ding;
s 1992, p. 110, pl. 19, fig. 3; pl. 20, fig. 1; s

1996, p. 86, pl. 26 figs. I, 5 6 Il 12 pl 27 figs. 8 10. 11;
pl. 28, figs. 1— 4, 7—8. M. eleganta Ding; . 1992, p.
110—111, pl. 19, fig. 4; » 196, p. 87, pl. 26, figs. 2,
10; pl. 28, fig. 6. M. conica Ding; , 1996, p. 86 pl

I, fig. 7. Eoscy tosphon pristinus Ding;

26, fig. 3; pl. 27, figs. 1—4 7. M. rhomba Ding; .
1996, p. 86, pl. 26, figs. 4 9; pl. 27, fig. 6; s 1999, p.
20, pl. IV, fig. 7. M. nana Ding; , 1996, p. 87, pl. 26,
figs. 2, 10. M. taenina Chenetal.; » p. 1999, 20— 21,

pl. L figs. 8 9; pl. III, fig. 6. ? Gesinella gracilis Steiner; Stei-
ners 1994, p. 122—123, pl. 17, fig. 5; pl. 20, figs. 1—7; text—
194, p. 122
— 123, pl. 9 fig. 3; pl. 17, figs. 17— 3; text-fig. 36. Baculiphyca
, 1995 p. 97, pl. 1L figs. 2, 3;

» 2002, p. 53, figs. 54— 56; Xiao et al., 2002, p. 353—
355, figs. 3.1 11.

figs. 73, 74. aff. Gesinella gracilis Steiner; Steiner,

taeniata Yuan etal.;

N

70 mm.

0.3mm,

Xiao et al. (2002)

5 mm,

(1996)
B. taeniata . .
Xiao et al. (2002)

taeniata

b
) ~

4). , B. taeniata

( ,

2 b

) Baculiphyca

Genus Beltanelliformis Men-

ner in Keller et al., 1974
( ) Beltanellif or-
mis brunsae Menner in Keller et al., 1974
( 1.8

Beltanelli formis brunsae Menner; Keller ef al., 1974, p. 1,
fig. 10; Steiners 1994, p. 94—95, pl. 12, figs. 1, 2; textfig. 56;

Xiao etal., 2002, p. 355— 357, figs. 4.1— 3; s 2002, p.
55 fig. 57. B. podolicus Istchenko; s 1995 p. 97, pl
L fig. 1. Sanxiamedusa p entamera Ding; » 1996, p. 103

—104, pl. 38, figs. 1— 3. Maopingimedusa circularis Ding;

» 1996, p. 104— 105, pl. 38, fig. 5. Palaeomedusa circvittata
, 1996, p. 105— 106, pl. 38 fig. 6; pl. 39, fig. 3.
, 1996, p. 106, pl. 39, figs. 1, 2.

Ding;
P. polycarpa Ding;



831

Genus Chuaria Walcott, 1899

Chuaria circularis Walcott, 1899
( [, 51—6
Chuaria circularis Walcott; Walcott, 1899, p. 234— 235, pl
27, figs. 12, 13; Ford and Breed, 1973, p. 539— 547, pl. 61, figs.
1—7; pl. 62, figs. 1— 6; pl. 63, figs. 1. 2, 4; Hofmann 1985,
p. 342— 343, pl. 35 figs. 5 & pl. 36, figs. 6, 12; Steiner
1994, p.95— 101, pl. 1, figs. 4—17; pl. 11, figs.8 10; pl 12
figs. 4, 11; , 1996, p. 90, pl. 30, figs. 9, 11—15, 19.

Ovidiscina minor Ding; , 1996, p. 90— 91, pl. 30,

figs. 4 6—8. O. bugongshanica Ding; . 1996, p. 91, pl.
30, figs. 3, 18. O. longa Ding , 1996, p. 91, pl 30,
fig. 2.
s
1—4 )
s
2~4 mm.
Steiner(1994)
Chuar-

ia.C. circularis

Genus Doushantuophyton Chen
1991, emend. Xiao ef al., 2002

Doushantuophyton lineare
Chen in Chen and Xiao 1991, emend. Xiao et al.,
2002

in Chen and Xiao,

( I =D
Doushantuophyton lineare Chen; , 1991, p.
319, pl L figs. 2, 3; pl. 11} figs. L 2; ., 1992,

p- 517, pl. 1, fig. 3; s 1994a, p. 394, pl. I, fig. 5 6;
pl. 1L fig. & pl. I, fig. 3; , 1994b, p. 261, images. 5
6; , 1996, p. 77, pl. 15, figs. 1, 4. D. lineare Steiner;
1994 p. 112— 113, pl. 18 figs. 1, 3, 7, 9— 11, text-fig.
65; » 1995, p. 98 pl. II fig. 1; Xiao et al., 2002, p.
358—359, fig. 4.11, 12; figs. 5. 1— 6; » 2002, p. 58
figs. 62, 63. D. sinuolatum Hu; , 1996, p. 76— 77, pl

Steiner,

19, fig. I.
3 . 1
mm, 2.5~6mm. 20° ~40".
D. rigidulum
, ;s D. quyuanyi
) VA

; Enteromorphites siniansis

9

Doushantuophyton rigidulum
Chen in Chen et al., 1994 (emend. nov. )

( [,9-1D
Doushantuophyton rigidulum Chen; , 1994b, p.
261, images. 7. 8 12, 19; Yuan ef al.. 1999, p. 150, figs. 2C,

4D-G. D. rigidulum Steiner; Steines 1994, p. 114— 115, PL 18,
figs. 4 5, 12; text-fig. 66.

, 5
1 mm, 4 ~ 55 mm,
10" ~30".
D. rigidulum D. lineare
s ; D.
cometa )

;s D. quyuanyi
y « Z”

Genus Enteromorphites Zhu and

Chen, 1984, (emend. nov)
Enteromorphites siniansis Zhu and
Chen, 1984.
Enteromorphites
( , 1984),
(
, 1991, 1992; Steiner. 1994; ,
1996).Xiao et al. (2002) Enteromor -
phites )
) , Gym -
mogongrusoides  Zhongbaodaophyton .
,  Entero-
morphites ,

Enteromorphites siniansis Zhu
and Chen, 1984 (emend. nov)
( 1.1213)
Enteromorphites siniansis Zhu and Chen; Zhu and Chen, 1984,
p. 559—560, pl. I figs 1, 2 ., 1991, p. 318—
319, pl L figs 1, 4 . 1992, p. 518, pl. II, fig.
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4; Steines 1994, p. 117— 118, fig. 70; Xiao ef al., 2002, p. 360 Erdtmann, and Chen, 1992
—361, figs. 57— 12 » 2002, p. 59— 60, figs. 66, 67. ( 1.16—20)
E. compressus Hu; » 1996, p. 73— 74 pl. 14 fig. 5. E. Gesinella hunanensis Steiner et al.; Steiner et al., 1992, p.

1996, p. 74, pl. 13 fig. § pl. 16 fig. 3.Lan-
1992, p.

sp.; s
lingxip hyton formosa Chen and Xiao; s

517, pl. 1V, fig. 1.Yemaomianiphy ton bifurcaturm Chen and Xiao

(n. sp.); 1992, p. 517— 518, pl. 1L fig. 4.
Capilliphyca flexa Yuan et al; , 1995 p. 97, pl. 1L
fig. 3. Palaeocodium yichangicum Hu; , 1996, p. 72—
73, pl. 18, fig. 2. Yichangella erecta Hu; , 1996, p. 81,
pl. 14, fig. 1. Polycladalga ramisping Hu; , 1996, p.
82, pl. 16, fig. 2.
5
’ ’ s
s s

0.3 ~

0.8 mm, I ~12mm.
E. siniansis  Wenghuiphyton erecta

s

’ ’ H

Konglingiphyton erecta

’ H

Doushantuophy ton

Genus Flabellophyton Chen, Lu,
and Xiao, 1994
Flabellophyton strigata Yuan,
Li and Cao, 1999
( [,14 15
Flabellophy ton strigata Yuan et al.; Yuan et al., 1999, p.
152, figs. 2G, 5D. E; . 2002, p. 48 fig. 45.

5 ,
5
mm, 23 mm.
Flabellophyton  Longifuniculum
Sectoralga
JF. strigata  F. lantianensis
(2002)
Genus Gesinella Steiner, Erdt-

mann, and Chen, 1992

Gesinella hunanensis Steiner,

313— 314, pl. 1, fig. 1—11; pl. 2, fig. 1— 7; Steiner, 1994, p.
120, pl. 19, figs. 1—10; pl. 20, figs. 8— 10; text-fig. 71. Miao-
henella hunanensis Chenetal.; » 1999, p. 20, pl. I figs.

2, 3; pl. I, fig. 4; pl IV, fig. 9.

«y»
6~ 28 mm, 50 mm.
(1996) (1999)
Gesinella ; Miaohenella.
Xiao et al. (2002) Gesinella
. G. hunanensis
B. taeniata , ’
“V? ) )
Steiner ef al. (1992)  Steiner
(1994) G.
hunanensis ,

( ) Genus Globusphyton (gen. nov.)
Globusphyton lineare (gen. et sp. nov. ).

Globusphy ton ;
.Anhuiphyton ,
, (
, 1994b; Yuan et al., 1999; , 2002).
Longi funiculum ,
( ) Globusphyton lineare

(gen. et sp. nov.)
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M H-40-0248( [,22 23). , 9 ,
’ , 1~2
3 4 , ,
’ . 1.5 mm, 1~2
. ©o 0.1~0.3 mm, 20° ~50".
, J. guizhouensis
. C ) , 1—2
0.1~2mm, 4 ~22 mm, ( 1,25,26).
0.05 mm
G. lineare Genus Liulingjitaenia Chen
Anhuiphyton lineatum , and Xiao, 1992, emend. Xiao et al., 2002
, . G. lineare Liulingjitaenia alloplecta
, s (hen and Xiao, 1992, emend. Xiao efal., 2002
Longi funiculum dissolutum C  IL2=9
Liulingjitaenia alloplecta Chen and Xiao; ,
G. lineare 192, p. 515 pl. I figs. 1—4; Steiner, 1994, p. 129— 130, pl.
( .2, 14 figs. 4—6; textfig. 81; Xiao etal., 2902, p. 365~ 367. figé.
6.7 16; . 2002 p. 62— 63, figs. 71 72. Eoulothrix
( [,21—23), fibrillata Ding; , 1996 p 7L pl 17 figs. 5—8. E.
(G long itubulosum Ding; ., 1996, p. 88, pl. 22, figs. 3, 6
s Globusphy ton pl. 28, fig. 5.
( ) Genus Jiangkouphyton . ’ ’
(gen. nov. ) 0.5~2
Jiangkouphyton guiz houensis (gen. mm, 4 mm;
et sp. nov. ). 120 mm .
, Steiner (1994) Xiao et al. (2002)
, « ” 1~2 L. alloplecta (Xiao et al., 2002).
, “ ” (1996) Liulingjitaenia ,  Xiao etal.
(2002) (2002)
L. allo-
, 1~2 « ” plecta
, ; ( IT, 5),
( ) Jiangkouphyton
guizhouensis (gen. et sp. nov.) Genus Longifuniculum Steiner,
¢ T1.2426 I, 1-2) Erdtmann, and Chen, 1992
WH-P-04234( [.24—25). Longi funiculum diss olutum Stei-
: WH-P-04235( I.L2). ner, Erdtmann, and Chen, 1992
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( I, 6—D
Longi funiculum dissolutum Steiner et al.; Steiner et al.,
1992, p. 311— 321, pl. 2, figs. 8 8a; Seiners 1994, p. 106— 107,
pl. 13, figs. 17— 3; text—fig. 61; Xiao etal., 2002, p. 367, figs.

lum ) ,
s Sectoralga ,

6.19, 20, 7.5 » 2002, p 63, fig. 73. Sectoralga super-
voluta Hus , 1996, p. 79, pl. 12, fig. 1. S. specialis Hu; Sectoralga typica Hu in Ding et
, 1996, p. 79, pl 17, fig. 1. S. umbellulata Hus al., 1996 (emend. nov)
., 1996, p. 79—80, pl. 12. fig. 7. S. sp.; . 1996, pl. C 1,89
18, fig. 7. Sectoralga typical Hu; , 1996, p. 78— 79 pl 13,
fig. 1. Longifuniculum dissolutum Steiner et al.; Xiao et al.,
’ 2002, p. 367 fig. 6.18; , 2002, p. 63, fig. 74.
)
. /72, | |
20 mm ' ’
: 25 em, 0.2~1.2mm. s ’
Steiner et al. (1992) Longifunicu- ’
12 ~27 mm;
fum 30"~ 70",

o S. typica S. umbelluata, S. super-

voluta, S. grossa, S. bibarbatus, S. capillaceus
Xiao et al. (2002)  Guimenguania  Sectoralga

K

Longifuniculum. . Sectoralga
S. typiea( > 1992 /4 s S. wenghuiensis
L. dissolutum ,
1/2. L. dissolutum ’
’ ( ) Sectoralga weng huiensis
S. supervoluta, S. specialis (sp. nov.)
S. umbellulata L. dissolutum. ( . 10— 13)

WH-P-04015( I, 10— 12).
Genus Sectoralga Hu in Ding et

al., 1996, (emend. nov.) , ,
Sectoralga ty pica Hu in Ding et al.,

1996 ;
8 ~33 mm, 1.5 ~15mm;
5 10° ~40°.
, s 172
; . S. typica ; ’
(1996) Sectoralga
) (1994a) Guimengua- ( ) Genus Wenghuiphyton (gen.
nia umbrellulata  Sectoralga s nov. )
, , Sectoralg . Xiao Wenghuiphyton erecta (gen. et sp.
etal. 2002) Sectoralga Longifunicu- nov.).

lum . Longifunicu- , N
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( IT, 14—20);

K b . b b (

) II, 15— 18); ) ,
Wenghuiphy ton En- ( II, 15, 16),
teromorphites  Konglingiphyton , . )
Enteromorphites , ;
Konglingiphyton . ) )
. Wenghuiphy ton , ,
W. erecta ,
( ) Wenghuiphyton )
erecta (gen. et sp. nov.) )
¢ IL 14=20 . ( II, 14,15, 19)
JK42-1101( II, 14). ,
. ( , 1981; Meyen, 1987).
s s W. erecta
’ . W. erecta s
; , Genus Zhongbaodaophyton
; , Chen, Xiao, and Yuan, 1994 (emend. nov. )
; Zhongbaodaophyton crassa Chen,
s . 0.6~2.2 Xijao, and Yuan, 1994.
mm, 25 mm. 0.4~1.6 . ,
mm, 13 mm. 0.08 ~0.8 mm. . ,
1.2 mm, 17 mm. . ,
0.4~0.5 mm, 2.5 mm. ; ,
W. erecta , .
) . (1994a) Zhongbaodao-
phyton s, 2 ,
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. Zhongbaodaophy ton . ) ,
. N 9 ,
Enteromor - A , ;
phites 3  Miaohephyton ,
. .Gymno- R ; s
gongrusoides Zhongbaodaophy ton , .
s 0.3~1 mm, 0.1~0.6mm,
307, 1.2 mm.
Zhongbaodaophyton crassa Z. robustus
Chen, Xiao, and Yuan, 1994 (emend. nov.) s Z. robustus
( I, 28; 1 2 , 1 ( 1L 3), 2
05 1t e 7 et w5 (RS9
p. 81, pl. 16, fig. 1. 6) . )
Gymnogong rusoides regu laris Hus . 1996, p. 76, pl. ( IIL, 3—6),
14, fig. 8. G. irregularis Hu; - 1996, p. 76. pl. 14 fig.  Zhongbaodaophy ton ,
6. Sectoralgaty pical Chen etal. ; . 19%. p. 19, pl. TI—
2.
’ Unnamed macroalga
’ 4 ( 11, 21—22)
. . 0.2 ’ ’
~1 mm, 3 ~18 mm. 20" ~40".
(1994a) Z. crassa
’ Unnamed holdfast forms
Z Z. crassa ) Z. ro- ( 1L 23—27)
bustus . Gymnogongrusoides regularis, G. ir-
regularis Z. palmatum Z . crassa
, .Z. crassa Z. robustus . , , s . ( IL 26,
, s Enteromorphites sini- 57 , 8 ~ 13 mms.
ansis  Miaohephyton bifuractum , . Bacu-
liphyca taeniata
( I1L, 2) ,
Zhongbaodaophy ton . i
“«( IL, 25).
( 10~20mm)
( ) Zhongbaodaophyton ( 1L 23).
robustus (sp. nov.) ( 56 mm)
( 1L, 3—6) , ( 1L 24),
Zhong baod ao phy ton crassa Chen etal.; » 1994a, p.

395, pl. I, fig. 5 (paraty pe). Enteromorphites fle xuosus Hu;
. 1996, p. 73, pl. 16, fig. 7.

M H-50-0329( I, 5).

B. taeniata
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3
3.1
(2005)
, (2006)
(2006) ’
, « » ( 78%5).
(1996)
s Wenghuiphyton ’
( , 1981; Meyen, 1987). . ’ ’
W. erecta
(Knoll, 1992; ,
2002).
(Trilobozoa ), (Fe- ’ ( » 20005
donkin, 1985) ( 1L 7—9); Wang et al., 2005), ,
( T, 16 — 18); Cyclomedusa (Sprigg,
1947 )9 (Wad67 . ’ 9
1972; McCall, 2006) ( ITL 19, 20); Eilscap tich- ,
nus Li and Ding ( » 1996), ’
( I1L 10, 11); ,
Cucullus( I, 14,
15); Protoconites 3.3
(Chen et al., 1994)( L, 12, 13);
Linbotulichnus( , 1996) ( (Pederson and Calvert,
I, 21D). 1990).
(2004) (2005)

b 9

( Chuaria circularis, Doush- (Knoll, 1992;

antuophyton rigidulum  Flabellophyton striga-

ta), ; ,
White Sea ( Cyclome- )
dusa), ) ’

3.2 ,

CO:
,2003),
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