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Occurrence of Silver in the Shagou Ag-Pb-Zn Deposit, Luoning County,
Henan Province: Implications for Mechanism of Silver Enrichment
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1. State Key Laboratory of Geological Processes and Mineral Resources, China University of Geosciences, Wuhan 430074, China
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Abstract: The Shagou Ag-Pb-Zn vein-type deposit, located in the Luoning county of Henan Province, is hosted in amphibolite
facies metamorphic rocks of the Archean Taihua Group and consists of four stages of mineralization: the quartz-siderite stage
(1), the quartz-sphalerite stage ( [| ), the quartz-silver minerals-galena stage ([ll ), and the quartz-carbonate stage (IV), with
stages [[ and [l being the main mineralization stages. Scanning electron microscopy-energy dispersive spectrometry (SEM-
EDS) and electron microprobe (EMP) analysis suggests that both visible and invisible Ag are present in the ores. Invisible Ag
occurs mainly as sub-micron inclusions (<1 ym) within chalcopyrite, sphalerite and other sulphide minerals, whereas visible
Ag occurs as silver minerals that replaced galena, chalcopyrite and other sulphides, or fills microfractures in sulphides and
quartz. Combined with existing fluid inclusion data, our results indicate that Ag" , Pb", Zn" and other metal ions were trans-
ported as chloride complexes at the early high-temperature stage. When temperature and oxygen fugacity of the fluids descen-
ded, coupled with increasing pH, chloride complexes started to decompose to liberate Ag™, Pb", Zn" to form HS  comple-

xes. Continuous drop of temperature and likely degassing of ore fluids, led to separation of Pb" and Zn" from HS™ to form ga-
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lena and sphalerite, into which some amounts of Ag" were incorporated, forming sub-microscopic to microscopic silver inclu-

sions. With the changes of composition and property of ore-forming fluids caused by precipitation of voluminous sulfide, Ag"

was released from HS

silver).

complex to combine with Cu” and Sb*", forming silver minerals (e. g. polybasite, jalpaite and native

Key words: Xiong'er mineral district; Ag-Pb-Zn deposit; mineralogy; occurrence of silver; enrichment mechanism.
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4
Fig. 4 Compositions and attitudes of the silver minerals and their relations with sulfides
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Fig. 5 Stages of hydrothermal mineralization and corre-

sponding mineral sequences
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1 SEM-EDS ~ EMP
Table 1 Brief description of the samples for SEM-EDS and EMP from the Shagou deposit
(m)
SG37 S14 450 I CM105 50 m
SG39 S14 450 1 CM105 80 m
SG40 S14 450 m CM105 80 m —
SG43 S14 450 11 CM105 90 m
SG68 S6 570 I CM102 25 m
SG80 S6 570 il CM102 120 m
SG17 S16 490 CM105 30 m
SG88 S8 570 — CM102 15m

SG80(a,b)

Sp

AT Vg

Fig. 6 BSE images of silver minerals from the representative samples SG80 (a, b) and SG68 (c, d)
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Fig. 7 BSE images and element X-ray mappings of silver minerals from the representative samples SG88 (a) and SG40 (b, ¢)
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2
Table 2 EMP data of sulfides from the Shagou deposit

(%)

Fig. 8 Contrastive diagram of Ag (%) in different sulfides (a) and variation diagram of Ag, Cu, Sb, S (%) in different silver

Ag Fe Cu Zn Pb S As Sb Co Ni Total
SG37-1-3 b. d. 0. 20 0.21 66. 31 n. d. 32.53 0. 04 b. d. n. d. n. d. 99. 28
SG39-1-5 b. d. 2.18 0. 45 64. 36 n. d. 32.01 b. d. b. d. n. d. n. d. 99. 00
SG43-1-3 0. 02 3.59 0.78 62. 54 n. d. 32.76 b. d. b. d. n. d. n. d. 99. 69
SG40-2-4 0.59 0.52 1.37 63.98 n. d. 32.17 0. 10 0. 85 n. d. n. d. 99. 58
SG68-1-3 0. 04 0.43 0.18 66. 86 n. d. 32. 31 b. d. b. d. n. d. n. d. 99. 82
SG88-1-4 b. d. 0. 15 0. 16 66. 73 n. d. 32. 68 b. d. b. d. n. d. n. d. 99.72
SG37-1-2 b. d. 0. 07 0. 14 0. 44 86. 49 12. 36 b. d. b. d. n. d. n. d. 99. 50
SG37-2-4 b. d. 0.07 0. 14 0.22 87.22 12.18 b. d. b. d. n. d. n. d. 99. 82
SG39-1-4 b. d. 0. 67 0. 14 1. 01 85. 97 12.09 b. d. b. d. n. d. n. d. 99. 88
SG40-2-3 b. d. 0.09 0.23 0.59 86. 55 12. 46 b. d. b. d. n. d. n. d. 99. 92
SG17-1-2 b. d. 0. 07 0.15 0.23 86. 85 12. 41 b. d. b. d. n. d. n. d. 99. 71
SG17-2-3 b. d. 0. 08 0. 24 0. 27 86. 61 12.53 b. d. b. d. n. d. n. d. 99. 72
SG17-3-2 b. d. 0.11 0.18 0.19 87.03 12. 31 b. d. b. d. n. d. n d. 99. 82
SG88-1-5 b. d. 0. 08 0.14 0.21 86. 89 12.32 b. d. b. d. n. d. n. d. 99. 63
SG88-2-6 0. 08 0.08 0.17 0.19 86. 83 12,44 b. d. b. d. n d. n. d. 99. 79
SG37-2-3 0.01 46. 54 0.07 0. 08 n. d. 52. 29 0.19 b. d. 0. 10 0. 04 99. 32
SG37-3-2 b. d. 46. 36 0. 35 0. 06 n. d. 52. 45 b. d. b. d. 0. 09 0. 06 99. 38
SG39-2-2 0.03  46.05 0. 04 0.45 n. d. 52.12 0. 02 b. d. 0. 30 0. 44 99. 45
SG39-3-1 b. d. 45. 45 0. 06 0. 33 n. d. 52. 35 0.95 b. d. 0.32 0. 32 99. 78
SG80-5-2 b. d. 46. 45 0. 06 0. 08 n. d. 52.23 b. d. b. d. 0. 10 0.13 99. 05
SG88-3-3 0. 04 45.73 0. 24 0. 08 n. d. 53. 60 b. d. b. d. 0. 08 0.03 99.79
SG37-2-2 b. d. 30.95 33.82 0. 09 n. d. 34. 88 b. d. b. d. 0. 05 0. 05 99. 83
SG37-3-1 0.01 30.93 33.32 0.12 n. d. 35. 46 b. d. b. d. 0. 06 0.03 99. 93
SG40-2-5 1.12  28.26  32.78 0. 86 n. d. 35.09 0. 03 1. 57 0.08 0. 03 99. 82
SG68-1-5 0.08  29.57  32.48 2.05 n. d. 35.51 0. 00 b. d. 0. 06 0. 06 99. 81
SG17-4-1 0.37 30.01 32.96 0. 41 n. d. 35. 44 b. d. 0. 02 0. 07 0.03 99. 30
SG88-1-2 0.90 30.74  33.37 0. 10 n. d. 34. 49 b. d. b. d. 0. 07 0. 04 99. 72
SG88-2-2 1.74  29.74  33.54 0.14 n. d. 34. 00 b. d. b. d. 0. 06 0.03 99. 25
SG39-1-1 0.01  35.70 0. 05 0. 59 n. d. 22. 85 39. 90 0.13 0.12 0. 10 99. 45
SG39-3-2 0.03 34.15 0. 05 0. 74 n. d. 20. 15 43. 37 0. 14 0.55 0.41 99. 59
SG39-3-4 b. d. 35.75 0. 08 0. 49 n. d. 24. 45 38. 30 0. 00 0.24 0. 20 99. 51
SG39-3-5 b. d. 34.94 0. 09 1. 58 n. d. 22.70 40. 45 0.08 0. 08 0. 05 99. 97
SG39-4-1 b. d. 35. 81 0. 08 0.62 n. d. 23. 80 39. 08 0.23 0.13 0. 05 99. 78
SG43-2-1 0.02  35.87 0. 10 0. 09 n. d. 22.67 40. 57 b. d. 0. 14 0. 08 99. 53
. SG39-1-6 b. d. 10. 84 b. d. 1. 14 n d. 19. 98 41. 41 b. d. 3.64 21.38 98. 39
SG39-1-7 b. d. 10. 31 b. d 0.53 n. d. 20. 53 43. 04 b. d 3.21  21.70 99. 32
:“b.d.” “n.d.” 3" (1997).
ool , IO e
A sol 2 Cu
0.5+ P )
& 04r Y = 60r
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3 (%)
Table 3 EMP data of silver minerals from the Shagou deposit
Ag Fe Cu Zn S As Sb Se Te Sn Co Ni Total
SG88-1-1 99.13 n.d. 0.28 n.d. 0.20  b.d. b. d. n. d. n. d. n. d. n. d. n.d. 99.61
SG88-2-1 99.26 n.d. 0.21 n.d 0.11  b.d. b. d. n. d. n. d. n. d. n. d. nd  99.58
SG88-2-4 99.10 n.d. 0.23 n.d 0.11  b.d. b. d. n. d. n. d. n. d. n. d. n.d. 99.44
SG40-2-1 69.44 0.06 6.12 0.51 14.73 2.35 5.92 b. d. 0.04 b.d 0.06 0.08 99.30
SG43-1-2 70.70 0.69 4. 31 0.47 14.89 1.98 6. 36 b. d. 0.03 b. d. 0.06  0.06 99.55
SG68-1-1 66.98 0.07 5.12 1.92 15.63 2.18 7.36  b.d. 0.02  b.d 0. 07 0.08 99.42
SG68-2-1 70.21 0.05 4.89  0.77 14.37 1.31 7.76 b. d. b. d. b. d. 0. 05 0.08 99.49
SG37-1-1 11.80 1.40 29.38 5.99 23.75 1.61 25.41 b.d. b. d. 0.21 0.04 0.06 99.65
SG37-2-1 13.49 1.32 28.18 6.12 23.19 0.69 26.45 b.d. b. d. 0.18 0. 05 0.06 99.73
SG40-1-1 15.32 1.74 26.88 6.10 23.20 2.27 23.50 b.d. b. d. 0. 33 0. 05 0.05 99.45
. SG40-2-2 15.42 2.01 27.09 5.93 23.49 2.63 22.96 b.d. b. d. 0.17 0.04 0.08 99.81
SG40-3-1 15.46 1.90 26.07 7.66 22.84 1.78 24.03 b.d. b. d. 0.20 0.05 0.06 100. 05
SG43-1-1 16.88 2.33 25.41 5.83 23.36 3.24 22.15 b.d. b. d. 0.18 0.04 0.07 99.49
SG68-1-2 17.04  2.45 24.45 6.02 23.02 1.33 24.85 b.d. b. d. 0.24 0.02 0.08 99.51
SG80-5-1 16.05 1.59 26.40 5.62 23.34 1.21 25.14 b.d. b. d. 0.23 0.07 0.07 99.71
SG17-1-1 4.52  0.82 34.64 6.89 24.42 1.56 25.77 b.d. b. d. 0.28 0.05 0.06 99.00
SG17-3-3 3.05 0.78 36.23 6.94 25.12 3.18 24.02 b.d. b. d. 0.24  0.05 0.06 99.66
SG88-1-3 3.29 0.45 35.97 7.38 24.18 0.85 26.84 b.d. b. d. 0. 25 0.07 0.07 99.33
. SG88-2-3 3.58 0.51 35.99 7.39 24.01 0.59 27.15 b.d. b. d. 0.23 0. 06 0.07 99.58
SG88-2-5 4.88 0.44 35.28 7.18 24.19 1.19 26.02 b.d. b. d. 0.23 0.07 0.08 99.55
SG88-3-1 5.78 0.38 33.61 7.28 24.14 1.13 26.78 b.d. b. d. 0.21 0.07 0.06 99.43
SG88-3-2 6.02 0.38 34.30 7.22 24.34 1.38 25.69 b.d. b. d. 0.24 0.04 0.07 99.69
SG88-3-4 2.09 0.44 36.60 7.43 24.38 0.87 27.23 b.d. b. d. 0.26 0.06 0.06 99.41
:“b.d.” sn.d.” ; (2000).
FG‘CO‘Ni ’ 6 ’ 7) ’ N ~
( , 1997). I ( SG39 ,
SG43) , Fe
(>2%), Il| , , 3 : (1)
Fe s Zn.Co Ni 5 (2)
Il s 5 (3)
Ag
. 2%~T7%), 50 m
4.15%; (11% ~
18%)7 15. 18%; ( 6b7 6C9 7by 7C)7
66%~71%, 69. 33743 10 pm,
99%~100%4; SEM-EDS EMP
. . ; : (>1 pm)
.Cu.Sb S ( ’
Sb) . ’ ’
D (<lpm ). .
) (Sharp and
5 Buseck, 1993; Costagliola et al. , 2003).
b
5.1
) ) Ag Sb(Bi)
C 4, Pb(  Ag’™+Sb*" =2Pb*"),
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(Chang et al. , 1988; Foord
and Shawe, 1989). )
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