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Abstract: Volcanic ash sediment is widely distributed in Yanchang Formation in Ordos basin, in order to study lithogeochemis-
try characteristics and formational mechanism of volcanic ashes sediment, the paper use many analysis methods, such as ob-
serve the cores, microscope, XRF, ICP-MS, SEM et al.. The results indicate volcanic ash sediment containing much crystal
and shard fragments, including tuff and bentonite, the illite and andreattite can be seen under the SEM; SiO, content between
50. 29%—79. 82%, rich potassium, K;O+Na;O at 3. 20% —7. 88%, the negative correlation present in relationship of SiO;
with Al, Os, TFe; O5 and MgO; 2 REE=99. 82X10°~550. 15X 107°%, and rich in LREE, deplete in HREE, the curve right-
ward incline, Eu negative abnormity and the §Eu between 0. 147—0. 837, there is no evidently Ce abnormity, and K, Rb, Ba,
Th are of positive abnormity. In the illustration of Nb/Y-Zr/TiO., the data dots are mainly located at the zone of andesite-rhy-
olite, which suggest that the volcanic ash is primary from middle-acid rocks. Lithogeochemistry and sedimentology illustrate
the formational mechanisms of volcanic ash include: falling down from air and carried by water. Through the diagram of tecton-
ic setting, the volcanic ash is primary from volcanic arc and calc-alkalic lavas, which is intimately related the evolution of Qin-
ling orogenic belt.
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1 (%) (107%)
Table 1 Major and trace elements content of volcanic ash sediments in Yanchang Formation

R-02 R-03 R-04 R-05 R-10 N331 N332 N421 N422 N424 X1871 X1872
SiOz 54. 94 72.50 57.92 50. 29 60. 52 59. 81 56.12 61.93 54, 89 58. 21 54. 06 55. 94
TiO, 0. 93 0. 07 0. 60 0. 32 0.97 0.29 0.17 0. 29 0. 26 0. 59 0. 30 0.72
Al O3 24. 65 14. 90 21.14 29. 67 22.14 20. 97 26. 24 21.79 25.58 20. 44 27.59 24.11
TFe; O3 3. 10 1.73 4.23 2.59 3. 46 3.48 2.69 2. 46 3.02 3. 56 2.46 2.93
MnO 0.03 <<0.01 0. 04 0.01 0.03 0. 03 0.01 0.01 <<0.01 0.03 0.01 0. 03
MgO 1. 70 1. 37 1. 98 1. 69 1. 06 1.77 1. 46 1.61 1.49 2. 05 1. 87 1.79
CaO 0. 70 0. 22 1. 28 0. 33 0. 63 1.02 0. 76 0. 55 0. 66 1. 64 0. 43 2.48
Na O 1.93 1. 26 2. 80 0. 82 0. 64 0.72 1.15 1. 65 1. 29 1. 38 1. 06 2.15

K0 5.24 2.52 5.08 4. 16 3.84 4. 00 3.97 3.82 4. 34 4. 27 4. 82 3.6
P05 0.03 0.02 0. 15 0.12 0.03 0. 08 0. 05 0.14 0. 10 0.15 0. 06 0.11
LOI 7.11 5.00 4. 41 9. 69 6. 33 7.35 6.99 5.58 7.92 6. 94 6. 85 5. 66
Total 100. 36 99. 59 99. 63 99. 69 99. 65 99. 52 99. 61 99. 83 99. 55 99. 26 99. 51 99.52

Li 41. 30 14. 30 16. 10 26. 80 85. 60 10. 90 17. 60 11. 30 14. 80 21.90 12. 8 14. 8
Be 5. 69 2.10 3.74 8. 08 3.42 4. 65 4.43 6.79 6. 04 5.29 5.59 3. 80
Sc 18. 00 4. 67 10. 20 10. 50 12. 60 6.97 11. 60 5.81 9. 36 13. 80 11. 50 7.82
\ 125. 00 2.26 56. 80 46.50  166. 00 19. 40 24. 20 46. 30 35.40 176. 00 52. 30 46. 40
Cr 93. 00 1. 45 27. 30 11. 70 97.70 4.78 13. 00 6. 65 9. 68 32. 80 26. 80 14. 30
Co 6. 04 6.91 14. 40 4. 60 15. 20 40. 50 36. 90 13. 10 4.11 26. 80 12. 60 3.19
Ni 31. 50 2.42 15.40 7.45 31. 50 1. 50 8.02 2.94 6. 47 16. 50 15. 80 3.21
Cu 45. 00 1. 37 23. 30 7.85 35. 80 8. 94 11. 00 4. 63 12.10 23. 60 18. 80 13. 40
Zn 59.0 49. 10 96. 20 30. 90 58. 50 43.50 103. 00 66.30 107.00 105.00 143.00 70. 60
Ga 35. 50 19. 80 33.30 27.70 25. 50 24. 90 29. 60 24. 50 32. 00 26. 20 39. 30 27. 40
Ge .62 1.61 1.43 1. 25 1. 41 1. 66 1.21 1.61 1.52 1. 94 1.37 1. 44
Rb 207.00 109.00 191.00 106.00 140.00 143.00 129.00 153.00 159.00 220.00 146.00 147.00
Sr 431.00 651.00 611.00 184.00 192.00 486.00 219.00 408.00 252.00 300.00 656.00 781.00
Y 27.10 18. 80 19. 10 13. 20 28. 90 30. 40 20. 10 25.10 42. 50 34.70 28. 10 28. 10
Zr 203.00 126.00 232.00 216.00 199.00 240.00 183.00 167.00 323.00 226.00 202.00 320.00
Nb 17. 10 18. 30 12. 20 7.49 17. 80 14. 50 11. 80 13. 80 21. 80 18. 90 16. 30 17. 20
Cs 12. 40 4.62 4. 83 11. 10 7.31 9. 64 10. 10 9. 30 15. 00 13. 70 11. 30 12. 40
Ba 1730.00 634.00 2118.00 744.00 458.00 963.00 1393.00 858.00 895.00 886.00 1424.00 1 238.00
Hf 4. 98 4.76 5. 63 9.76 4. 86 7. 40 6. 97 5. 54 10. 00 6. 56 7.39 9.35
Ta 1. 16 2.28 0. 74 4.70 1.22 1. 95 1. 64 2.58 2. 68 2.45 1. 82 1. 90
Pb 28. 50 38. 20 46. 00 77. 10 30. 00 50. 00 58. 40 52. 30 14. 20 15. 50 43. 20 62. 80
Th 16. 10 43. 80 17.00 57.90 15. 80 51.70 22.40 47. 40 42.10 34.70 24. 80 39. 30
U 2.14 8. 35 3.19 5. 13 3.09 10. 10 6.32 9.25 13. 40 13. 60 7.07 8.29
La 55. 20 30. 90 62. 60 33.70 54. 50 57. 60 26. 60 66. 50 64. 70 48. 50 69. 60 74. 60
Ce 85. 40 67.60 107.00 70. 80 95.90 120.00 57.40 120.00 136.00 94.00 157.00 148.00
Pr 9.45 7.59 11. 40 7. 86 10. 20 12. 50 6.52 10. 90 14. 90 10. 10 16. 90 14. 80
Nd 36. 30 26. 30 40. 00 28. 00 38. 80 45. 00 25. 50 35. 90 55. 80 36. 80 63. 90 51. 50
Sm 6. 56 5.53 6. 24 5.00 7.03 8. 17 5. 77 5. 49 11. 10 7.04 12. 00 8. 94
Eu 1.49 0. 29 1.59 0. 84 1. 46 0. 66 1. 02 0.88 1.53 1.24 2.20 1.01
Gd 5. 81 4. 47 5. 10 4. 04 6. 44 6.43 4.72 4. 38 9.25 5. 87 7.81 6. 55
Tb 0. 76 0. 68 0. 61 0. 53 0. 85 1.03 0. 74 0. 63 1.46 0. 93 0. 95 0. 94
Dy 4. 37 3.98 3.27 2. 84 4. 84 6.03 4.07 3.72 8. 45 5. 64 4. 77 5.35
Ho 0.93 0. 76 0. 65 0. 58 1. 00 1. 23 0.77 0. 82 1. 69 1. 21 0.92 1. 07
Er 2. 56 2. 14 1. 84 1.71 2.73 3.25 1. 88 2. 44 4. 43 3. 47 2. 36 2. 96
Tm 0. 33 0. 34 0. 26 0. 26 0. 37 0. 47 0. 27 0.4 0. 65 0. 54 0. 31 0. 44
Yb 2. 06 2. 80 1.72 1. 85 2. 44 2.92 1. 60 2.78 4.07 3. 65 1. 83 2.82
Lu 0. 30 0. 44 0. 25 0. 28 0. 36 0. 40 0. 22 0. 45 0. 57 0. 56 0. 26 0. 40
> REE 211.52  153.82 242.53 158.29 226.92 265.69 137.08 255.29 314.60 219.55 340.81 319.38
LREE/HREE 11. 36 8. 85 16. 70 12.09 10. 92 11. 21 8.61 15. 34 9.29 9.04 16. 74 14. 56
(La/Yb)n 18. 07 7.44 24. 54 12. 28 15. 06 13. 30 11. 21 16. 13 10.72 8. 96 25. 64 17. 84
SEu 0.72 0.17 0. 84 0. 55 0. 65 0. 27 0. 58 0.53 0. 45 0.57 0. 65 0. 39
dCe 0. 83 1. 03 0. 90 1. 01 0.92 1. 03 1.02 0.98 1.02 0.97 1.07 1.01
(La/Sm), 5.29 3.51 6. 31 4,24 4. 88 4. 43 2.90 7.62 3. 67 4. 33 3. 65 5.25
(Gd/Lw, 2. 48 1. 30 2. 61 1. 85 2.29 2. 06 2.75 1.25 2.08 1. 34 3. 85 2. 10
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1
ZH50 ZH210 MU9 B270 ZH33 ZH361 ZH362 ZHI111 ZHI112 LI51 R-11 R-12
SiO» 65. 94 53.57 53.50 55.29 53.01 67.99 55. 08 79. 82 63. 54 68. 43 - -
TiO; 0.08 0. 44 0. 48 0.17 0.78 0. 85 0. 83 0. 09 0.12 0.08 - -
Al Os 19. 95 27.24 25.77 28. 07 24. 14 18. 60 18. 82 9. 85 10. 71 17.15 — —
TFe; O 1.76 2.41 3.95 1.71 3.72 1. 88 7.97 0. 61 1. 49 2.57 - -
MnO 0. 00 0. 01 0.02 <C0.01 0. 05 0. 01 0.11 0.02 0.13 0.01 - -
MgO 1. 65 2.15 1.77 1.12 1.72 1. 25 2.41 0. 24 0. 48 1. 40 — —
CaO 0.17 0. 61 0. 48 0. 41 2.93 0. 11 1.26 0. 37 8. 18 0. 36 - -
Nay O 0. 49 0. 65 0. 89 1. 06 2.46 0. 14 0.14 0. 29 0. 45 0. 37 - -
K.O 4. 23 5. 38 3.35 3. 40 3.34 3.40 3. 06 4. 28 3.98 3. 28 - -
P, Os 0. 02 0.11 0.19 0. 07 0. 16 0. 06 0.19 0.03 0. 08 0.02 - -
LOI 4. 90 6. 74 9.12 8.62 6. 98 5. 28 9. 64 3. 95 10. 24 5.85 - -
Total 99.19 99. 31 99.52 99. 92 99. 29 99. 57 99.51 99. 55 99.4 99.52 — —
Li 12. 80 11. 10 27. 20 6. 50 35. 40 58. 10 54.70 54.70 22. 80 21.90 75.90 21. 40
Be 6. 35 8.76 3.31 6. 81 3. 65 3.75 4. 05 2.65 3.54 3. 37 3.77 5. 62
Sc 6. 46 9.28 12.10 4.76 8.21 14. 20 20. 70 1. 84 4. 31 5.35 16. 10 12. 90
\Y% 4. 56 29. 00 48. 80 20. 30 46.20 116.00 136.00 8. 05 22.20 1.84 130.00 74. 80
Cr 6.18 10. 20 21. 90 3.78 11. 40 78. 50 94. 30 6.52 8. 84 9. 74 95. 30 39. 60
Co 5. 06 0. 87 14. 20 4,28 4. 24 28. 50 18. 00 64. 90 2.57 23.70 37.70 11. 20
Ni 3. 18 3.43 10. 10 3.47 5.49 33.50 47.8 2.23 5. 37 4. 20 37.5 15. 10
Cu 3.95 10. 70 30. 70 7.58 16. 70 18. 50 38. 50 3.03 8. 06 2.90 35.40 24. 30
Zn 70. 30 53.90 166.00 102.00 86. 90 29. 60 66. 70 28. 50 28. 80 51.30 107.00 88. 00
Ga 23.50 35. 00 27.10 39. 30 28.10 25.10 26. 00 10. 20 12.70 21.40 26. 90 46. 30
Ge 1. 40 1. 68 1.79 1. 33 1. 34 1.93 1.74 1.75 1. 36 1. 30 1. 65 1.91
Rb 162.00 169.00 129.00 113.00 135.00 195.00 155.00 256.00 245.00 107.00 157.00 233.00
Sr 401.00 707.00 149.00  229.00  709. 00 71. 80 92. 60 50.30 494.00 344.00 330.00 482.00
Y 30. 40 46. 90 22.00 44.50 20. 80 29. 50 41. 30 17. 00 35.50 14. 10 28. 50 35. 20
Zr 175.00 323.00 194.00 175.00 283.00 187.00 194.00 64. 00 71.80 152.00 373.00 326.00
Nb 27.50 16. 00 11. 60 9. 96 13. 40 19. 10 16. 50 7.99 10. 40 21. 50 18. 00 15. 30
Cs 12. 30 17. 20 7.57 11. 70 9.51 12. 40 10. 00 2. 10 2.93 4. 56 6. 90 7.07
Ba 1336.00 1157.00 853.00 763.00 945.00 360.00 426.00 723.00 432.00 943.00 1701.00 2 018.00
Hf 6. 83 9.78 6. 50 11. 00 7.73 5.29 4. 92 2.37 2.44 5.99 8.79 7.67
Ta 2. 80 2.39 1. 80 3. 90 0.91 1. 42 1. 25 1.77 1. 66 2.54 1.19 0.91
Pb 53.70 56. 80 9. 67 81. 10 40. 20 31. 20 25. 00 21.70 18. 10 51. 00 24. 80 49. 00
Th 40. 40 53.70 19. 30 57. 80 23. 60 19. 50 18. 30 22. 20 23.40 41. 20 14. 30 18. 50
U 8. 60 11. 60 8. 04 16. 10 6.31 3.18 5. 20 6.51 9.71 9.15 2.63 3. 95
La 32. 30 99. 10 36. 10 80. 20 52.50 48. 40 50. 10 22.50 27. 30 25. 30 65.00 156. 70
Ce 71.00  215.00 77.60 174.00 107.00 93.50 101.00 43.70 51. 80 59.70 107.00  241. 80
Pr 7.64 22.40 8. 54 18. 60 10. 50 9.77 10. 80 4. 48 5.45 6.72 12. 30 26. 10
Nd 28.00 79. 90 32.20 68. 20 35. 90 35.40 42. 60 15. 60 19. 70 23. 60 46. 90 89. 80
Sm 6. 04 15. 70 6. 58 14. 50 6. 22 6. 39 8.76 3. 04 4. 26 5. 15 8.52 12. 60
Eu 0.28 2.37 0.92 0. 80 0. 85 1. 20 1.74 0.31 0. 47 0.23 1. 65 2.72
Gd 5.22 11. 40 4.92 11. 80 4. 44 5.21 7.80 2.55 4. 32 4.19 7.82 9. 26
Tb 0.93 1. 54 0.73 1.83 0. 65 0. 81 1.21 0. 42 0.79 0. 68 1. 04 0.91
Dy 5.75 8. 30 4. 08 10. 20 3. 77 4.97 7.12 2.57 5. 10 3.76 6. 06 4.42
Ho 1.17 1.63 0. 82 1. 95 0.77 1. 07 1.48 0. 56 1.11 0. 66 1. 25 0.8
Er 3. 36 4. 39 2.24 4. 85 2.15 3.03 4. 05 1. 65 3.15 1.54 3. 46 2.28
Tm 0. 56 0. 63 0. 33 0. 64 0. 32 0. 46 0. 60 0. 27 0.48 0.22 0. 47 0. 30
Yb 4. 17 3.91 2.09 3.70 2.07 3. 10 3. 90 1. 88 3.22 1. 50 3. 06 2.14
Lu 0. 65 0. 56 0. 31 0. 48 0. 31 0. 46 0. 59 0. 29 0. 48 0. 22 0. 45 0.32
> REE 167.07 466.83 177.46 391.75 227.45 213.77 241.75 99.82 127.63 133.47 264.98 550.15
LREE/HREE 6. 66 13.43 10. 43 10. 05 14.71 10. 19 8. 04 8. 80 5. 84 9.45 10. 22 25.93
(La/Yb), 5.22 17. 09 11. 65 14. 61 17. 10 10. 53 8. 66 8.07 5.72 11. 37 14. 32 49. 37
OEu 0. 15 0.52 0. 47 0.18 0. 47 0.62 0.63 0. 33 0. 33 0. 15 0. 61 0.74
oCe 1.05 1. 06 1.03 1. 05 1. 04 0. 98 1. 00 0. 99 0.97 1. 08 0. 85 0. 83
(La/Sm), 3. 36 3.97 3.45 3.48 5.31 4. 76 3. 60 4. 66 4. 03 3.09 4. 80 7.82
(Gd/Lw, 1.03 2.61 2.03 3. 15 1. 84 1. 45 1. 69 1.13 1.15 2. 44 2,23 3.71
O. OZ;SI()2/A12()3 1. 695’\’8. 1009 ’ )
2.0~3.0 s Na, O/K, O 0.04~0.73, s
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2 (a~D( ) SEM(g~h)
Fig. 2 Microscope (single polar) and SEM characteristics of volcanic ash sediments in Yanchang Formation
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Fig. 3 SiO-TFe; O;, CaO, MgO, Na,O, Al,O;, K,O relationship of volcanic ash sediments in Yanchang Formation
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Fig. 7 Discrimination diagrams of volcanic ash sediments in Yanchang Formation for tectonic settings
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