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Discovery of Cleavage Punctatus Embryos Fossils from
Early Cambrian Kuanchuanpu Biota

LI Yong, ZHENG Ya-juan, LIU Yun-huan, GUO Jun-feng, ZHENG Xi, LIU Lian-qun

College of Earth Science and Resources, Chang’an University, Xi'an 710054, China

Abstract: The rich phosphatized embryo fossils and a large number of small shelly fossils were found from Early Cambrian
Kuanchuanpu biota in the southern Shaanxi Province. So far., only embryonic fossils of the different development stages after
blastosphere have been found in the embryo fossils previously reported, with the absence of fossils of transgene embryo. This
paper presents many new specimens of cleavage embryos fossils in Kuanchuanpu biota, ranging from four cells, 64 cells, 128
cells, 512 cells to classification of cells without embryo fossils of cells, as well as a number of {ossil specimens developed during
blastosphere period, the original embryo stage and different bowel hatch larval stage, which constituted the integrated develop-
mental sequence of embryo from single cells (Olivooides) to blastocysts, the original embryo, and then to bowel hatch larval
cone (Punctatus). The variations of these cell fossils in numbers, forms, arrangement and blastocysts cavity can be compared
to those in the Wen’an biota of Guizhou belonging to Ediacaran. In addition, they can also be compared to the cleavage embryos
of living Cnidaria. Here, the fossils found for the first time complement specimens of embryo fossils in Kuanchuanpu biota and
reveal developmental process of Olivooides embryos. Moreover, new specimens can also provide evidences to reveal genetic re-
lationship and early evolution of the metazoan.
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ZE G VR TR THD. 70T 0 ) 1L e, DX %) A B A I 22 32
SR —AJE 2 50~65 m BT K (A KR A E 4
Al R IR T 45T | W2 T B B A WP
TMEERAAHG. 5 FEERRI A R
IS, 5T RATA E A s S8BT
R BB . TR A M Z AR b TR AR
W HANHAT 20 5 )1 Bl B AR A s 9 R A A
BREASS 3. HA SOk - A K PR R 5 i, AH
4[] 122 3 B L B VG 4 M )2 i BT U 0 )1l
B (Bevi 4 o J5ia 7 )i, 1996).

KT FEN A YRR BE5E e 45 1 20 kgl 70
ARARAI. 1970 ARG 1] A i 4 3Ry o U AE B PG 7 5
JERXT L TOUER ) & Bl 2 bk BB IR Ak A0, OF
WX B W Z R H FE R AR T8 T 1 581 4 A=
Yy RE 0 OF 98 )7 . BE S A MR i 3R (1979) . £k iR
(1977) T #5555 (1992) M e AN B R A (1985) FlI
TE I (1988) 43 HI X B 7 B &R — FE R A2k S Hh
FHZ RN BT T RGEHEIE fl iR A O IR
BN TR N Y SN SN A B e S g Y S SN
R TS AT AT R 2 AT R TR s
o A R AR K/ 0. 3~1 mm, S0 2 BT i
BB R ROERIRA A BB T o0 26 B AN BR e 2K
Rk (1977) e g i R 3T B 57 T Archaeooides.,
Pseudooides.Olivooides #l Nephrooides 4 4~ J&. &
I (1986) A5 )1 | Bl A= Wy ey 3k e s v BRI I8 T
AR 2 BR A SR IR A A s T RLTT T 58 1158 A 4
e IR DF9E 0¥ %%, Zhang and Pratt(1994)
HIRAE( Science) FHIE T 5 N v Z€ 2 A 9 45 i 3
PR IGA A 5 T B A A 2 S sh W e i
P BF 55 ) 75 B S 7. Xiao et al. (1998) 7 ( Na-
ture) FHRIE T BN B L BE LLTE A B2 T A BRI
AR A B BRI S Y IR Gtk A Je . Y S R AR
200D FE TN L BE LT & I T AL B 1)
J Vi R AE A IR SR AL L IR A A . I 23 10
AN, — SOl T 5 3 R B P B 1 T FE IR
BiEHZ 5 R S IR IR A AT TR A RS IE
G AT A DR IR A A AR S A ) 7 e .
Bengtson and Yue(1997) | Yue and Bengtson(1999)
W BB 2 BRI B BRIE A AT Olivooides fif
TRy R 20 M s IR AL A, T S T Olivooidees
G 5 Punctatus HER Z [8] 1 & & B &, #2H
Punctatus W] B85 1 81 0 BEOK BESE BUHE A1 2647
2. Steiner et al. (2000) I\ K ERIEAL A Olivooides
il R A Sl 8 B BV i S E A Y L (X SEEROE A

ALFE T AR Y 00 sk ARG - 22045 s 1 sh 4 e
2 VBB AR K2 = R IR R bR AS. PEIL
RAFARPESE (2004) (2= P45 (2007) TERR g B F€ A
Vi B2 A B T I DR AT 2 14 D 1 JU S 7o 48 f 1B
SPIRIGAAT AT T RIS K B AL AT R
ET Quadrapyrgites Jg. Xz M2 (2006¢, 2009a)
PP B g ) 1 2 /N e Ak A Fnsh B IR g A A 34T
9T, R T R s IR a b AR A b A, R
SR A SE R B IE R Punctatus IR & & BB
IEFRAS, 583 T M Olivooides B Punctatus W4
R TR, BE 7 M#E EESE-(2009) \Donoghue et al.
(2006) FH[] 25 s g X5 40 J2 B 45 41 1 G H AR 3
HIg iR Is b4 Olivooides W NEREEF AT T W0
g5 B EFTN 1k, 5T 58 1B AR Y RE b IR iR A B F
58, F B R I B /b m S HER R B bR AR,

T, AR ARG e b 2 B T
— R 5 S B eI IR IR A AR A DL R R B A
S6HE 1B 0 4l AR A A, 33X B AR AR AL A T M
Olivooides )1 9 £ 5 g IR Z 1], DL K005 Ak 4 14 5]
HERZ B 23 1 1 B T % Punctatus 19 5918
JlG & E R DA SRR R G B e T s e
UEHE.
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A ST SE T RAAAATHE it L T 7 SR L 5 1 4
B EE T (B D J8 T AT A ve )N Al B B S
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IR TR ER TR . AP DL R 8 — IR o
JERE WA BOHZE IR 3 W 00 J8 R s WA
FICREHEEA B s P REE A RS R 65
m. AP AT R LAY T3 R AR Sh Wy Ak £ B b i
HAA AT 1 ZE L AR W (5K Sk B . 19865 K
%%, 1986 3L 45, 2002) U2 2 |, & =t i,
LR AE Y R s AR BRI 2 T

X B2 1 = e LR S T sh
A, mEwEEN /Nl Anabrites trisulca-
tus . Paleosulcachites irregularis . Carinachites spi-
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Fig. 1 Location of studied section and stratigraphic column

bearing the microfossils
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TE 7 R B9 Bl 2 09 A e & b, 58 1] B
MRS 65 m. SEI F T ALy T 10 )2 A 1
JZBE 10 )25 HIER THE. B 2~4 J250, HAh& 2
HARAT T /e Rl e 30~40 m & BEwER"
M5 5 R/Ahe e i Fw. AR LTI 5 )2
JEZ5 10 m A5 BRI Z 4% 0. 2~0. 3 m [H]FEHY
R S kg £ FEMAERER 5~10 em K
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3 AR

3.1 BRI EREHIERRLA

B ) A e OB 2 Y B AL B A S AR TR G
A HARTEETE 350~600 pm Z 8] . R ZEEA N
400~500 pm KN SEATE S SRR 5 B BERG I, &
TG s FLSE B MIARASAE KN B AR HREE 7 1H
AR5 4RI B W 5 1A 1) Olivooides (U5 f2 P1L7F R
fi#%) Puncratus U0 FRIE—2 (& 2, A). i@ o K&
B EE Tl 5L IR G B A FTIRZE 2] Punctatu 5P Y N B
AN R (R 2. A-G). BRI 2 Hhak sk 2 41
FLI L DA K 8 22 32 40 B 1 45 i AR A (H N H T &

PRI 4 A (& 2,B) .64 4HMEI (& 2,C. D), 128
A (L 2, E) (512 Zii I (& 2, ) F T3 20
( 2,G-D IR E , B TH BT Punc-
tatu F IR RLA I B FNRE A (D BA — e sh e ia
FHAONZLIN 1 i 5> 2450 2, 53 %4k 4.8.16,
32.64.,128.256.512 4L, B3 b T4 1) S
(2)FF 4 4L .64 ANAEIY B » 70 24740 M 4% Bk 1A 25 ]
ZEHS R — o W EIE A 4 4 4y BRE (& 2,
B) /NN R BIRETE (& 2,C-D) 5 (3) A 128 ALY
BOFIR 0 4T I 578 R BRY , 9 Bl o 490k 1
BEINTAR /N () DA 64 4 B B B T 4 78 B 24 R i 11
HL KB — A FIE 28 15 . 1T RE R 8 IR s (0 01 B B
TEARRTINCE 2,C). 128 41 [ B B9 2400 i A o
OISR RE AL 64 AR BE—FEAYIRIE 25 16 (0 F i g
ML C NN/ R I BEIE AR R BRIE (B 2, E). ]
512 4B B » BRI 3R i AR T, 24 4 R
JRARFREY 80 %0, 43247 40 i i PR J2 /N EK ] 28 4 IR i
HES (B 2, F) 5 D 512 AR I B - B 5 240K 1) 3
s F AN EE— 25 o AR /N i — 2 O B 2 R T
HE. i HLF A E A BB AR K A0E , HoK il
O RS ERTET. A 40 M 5 U B 1% — i Y A g
FPIR (B 2, G-D , FEACHE A JRHA. 3 — Op 24 ad
A5 Bl R 3 e 2 A e P S iR B SRR AE
(I3, 2007) —F (Bl 5.C) 5 1 HLAJ DL 5 Bl A= Jt sk
W s i B 45 R X L (B 5, AD.
3.2 ERBREHEIRA
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3.E-H) 55 R B U 10 ANt HER R TE B 0“4
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2 Punctatus WOPE) 3R 51 2455 A4
Fig. 2 Cleaving process of Punctatus from the egg to blastula stage
A, BRI (Olivooides) » 75 EEHIIERIE . 42 kpl5-001. k7R K 0. 4 mm; B. 4 4840, a Jy 3 SFAAEM =4 2. boood AR F4IAE M =
ANERE, 52 1207515345 » 5 LWAS-I-LL A5 R 0. 2 mm; C. 64 ZUMIH , 445 sn022-k32-66, 7 KK 0. 2 mm; D. 64 ZHEHANRNG , sh0dg — 13
B2 I e N UM JES 2 RE . A5 kpl6. bR 0. 5 mm; E. 128 ZARUAREAG . hu0 A — BB 25 I AT gl rhas IR L g—F 20 B35
AL RERE S LW17-1-f, AR R4 0. 2 mm; F. 512 4AHAREAG  SERRIEAR R . F A — 25 a4k /b ek 45 LW3-1, 45 R4 0. 2 mm;
G. THr 4 MG AENE SRR R P as s R F AR aE— 2528/ A BERR R 18 HH /N 5 kp9-120, AR 0. 5 mm H. BRI 19 FLRIE AR .
b2 TGN, P A B R T LN L 42 kp31-140, FR R K 0. 2 mm; 1 B R0 T 30 1 1 530 JB i R, S5 FL 22 1 19 /IN 30 45 T W 1k
HIHE A5 S5 kp23-120, 45 RAK 0. 5 mm. 7= L2057 - B )1 1l A b v R JE R 5 )1 4l BB 2

RCAER)G  SER b A4 T SR e pl A9 3 el 4 A
B 240 I P CRTRR O T AR IR0 . A D g s i
TR &7 2GR SRR L IR A 11 554 T A il £k (G
BRI IE D g i A K & & B AR, HE
A S THLAH AR 2 A TR 0 T 3t P4, L 5 4%t
PRt (B 4, D-HD 1R - HA ZAFE. HiR
1138 49 T2 B S D R 11 350 v 6 508 v Ay v 1
(195 = RO g e N S I INT(TRE R S 6
FATABCCE 3, G-HD , B TR AL & & 10 45 A
2O FRALARE A . Ol S (/] 3.Gs R 4. F) Y
F B RS » AT TF (B 3, HD. AR % & B

BB ARWER  HEAR a5 R JLAS (3 AN Ek 4 ) iR
HE IR D IR IS4 5 BRIE I 2 T ) A 4
KRB MR EATTREE TR O B A 2245 00 0] (&1
4, D-H) 5 i J R (A CATFR R AE PR ) Il
FBAURE S B Al LR AN 2 )RR R T H AL
R T P47 2R 80 TR HER R TP iU ) 4R 2 (&
4, F-H). 7E5E N A A= e il N 8 DA 2 %
{HEA LIRFRIE M HEARICAT H 8 Punctatus emeien-
sis He, 1980 CBE4K 45, 1980) , AR Yk & BLEL I 1
SERCFR AT VE N Punctatus emeiensis He, 1980 [
ARARAR.
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3 Punctatus JRIG HFR & & i R B 10 R
Fig. 3 Oral developmental series and mouth features of Punctatus
A B O MR E I 45 kp21-130, eI REBK 0. 2 mm; B, R3] DR O 2408, 9 5 kp3-16. BRI B 0. 5 mm; C. A AR TR
B INIR AR EERATT 4R BB E, 4 5 kp01-003, HE B RZR B 0. 4 mm; D-E. SEAL AR A0 H &8 038, 24 5 kp02-006 F1 kp01-074 , Hofi )R £k
B354 0.3 mm A1 0. 4 mm; F-H. 2405 A R 2 AR Be i 4E -0k 1 ERRFAE . 4 5 KA kp08-001 ., kp55.,kp02-10-001 5 L il L B 1 43331
J3°0.5 mm, 0. 3 mm F1 0. 5 mmm. 774245« B RG 581 55 41 B vk ) 10 P € a8 B BN AR BT )2

Kl 4 Punctatus NI IEBIREAL LA IR 4 & 1 R S AR RRAE
Fig. 4 Pyramid of conical developmental series of Punctatus from gastrula stage to hatchling individuals
A-C. JF AR R T 1A% 2087 B 10 0 X Bk A o T A TR AT 1Y 3~ 4 AR A i 245 1/, 4w 524 A, kp02-002; B, kp20-
001;C, kpl6-001;D-E. Jayiff il K7 4 (4 #E 0L AN S5 4 EL I B9 3145, 4R 55 0 D, kp9s E, LWA6-1; F-G. WAL G I 52 B AL 41 558 F,
Kp13-5;G, kp8; H. AFBEREMHER 45 Fy kpl-40x. HLEIREBA S5 A J9 0. 4 mm,BFI C 5 0. 3mm, DA F J3 0. 5 mm.E 3 0. 2 mm, G
AVH S 1 mmn, 7 Hb 2« B S ) e 3 350 S R ) il B R )2

4 g BT A8 EGR, 197D, R FIEES)E. NHBITK
wm IR A SRR . P B Archaeooides 52
. , . S P 1T B A T 3 TG T 41 A AELRE A 7% 10 22 IR I
(D) E N Bl 0 3 b 1) BRI Sl Ak A i 8 41
: HU 8 A<, W IH A B Olivooides J& . BRI EA K8 ak
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Blastula

A A‘A “ -5 ; A »‘_’"N\
‘ »K{ 4 r‘/ 4 i 4 EETTEEE
W S G = L

Bl 5 Punctatus WEIR IR BURHE S £ 2 SR i iR O ik 7 B 30 AE R S 15 7 2l 40 U T B S AR AR X L
Fig. 5 Correlation of the cleaving process of Punctatus with the embryo fossil from Wengan biota and living Cnidaria
A BAEE SRR AL B2 5 B, Puncrarus JRARER RS R ; C. B2 A W HE b AR AR 1 B L 72 GRS . 2007)

Z I 8 0 Pseudooides B # Steiner et al.
(2004) Fll Chen et al. (2004) fif & 45 15 5 4y 14 ik
JiG. FEHITE Olivooides J&g v, 3o 2 ¥ MR BRAR 1T 1Y)
ML A VA RE SRR SR T 2 NSO R
(Olivooides alveus Qian, 1977), W ¥4 1 #5 &
(Olivooides intersulcatus Qian, 1977) | 5 VA #i % 15
(Olivooides multisulcatus Qian,1977) AE S0 55
(Olivooides rugata 1i,1992)%5 . Tij ik SLFR A2 1 1Y
ML Bes VAR R SE T E 2 Olivooides FIVEER
EARTERHAE B DR A s AN BA 53 2858 L. H I Oliwoo-
ides W EARK/NEFEE TG N 0. 2~1. 4 mm #FA.
M H 5 & R RIR A b A, ARG 70, 4~
0.9 mm ZE 47, B K& AKX PRI Punctatus W Jf
S BA TUREXS PRI Quadrapyrgites IR (ZEIAE
2007 ; X =45, 2009b) , W Olivooides B LR
Iz AMUALFEA A R RPN 38 v] BB 7547 TF
R ERIE A, Wik, REHAC KT M
Olivooides Y% Punctatus MR 52 IG &K B
G, AT HAE VL 2 Olivooides BRIEAL G &8 T
Punctatus B9 ERG » T A BEFEFTA 1) Olivooides
BRIEAL A # I G N N & Punctatus IUPSR G,
(2)Steiner et al. (2004) ¥ WK 45 T& )| 46 A= ¥ B
oG A AT R RN L 3R TH S0 AN R 245 AR L
MR A 5 ( Punctatus-type) . 35 18 B (cap-type) .
DY 48 XF FR A ( tetramerous-type ) Ml IR BR 7¢ Y

(Pseudooides-type) & ZFh IR Y, I X H AT BB (1Y)
REJBYELG T T iHe. (B T X e R a2 A i R
TR B A R B 5 I L & B B AR AS 15 1 i
WG & P S5 IR ARIE A 2 A R il — 2D R AAR.
() ZARSCHHAE 1Y N R i A A A AR HE B 24
Y M 7 B 25 A8 Ak - 40 B HE 51 F B 5 Steiner
et al. (2004) .Chen et al. (2004) fir iz 18 1% UP 2L JiG
R—FE. 115 Xiao ez al. (1998) 3l 1) F: % 4 Wyt
IR G e . 7E R X SE IR ARG K N
B ERAR BRI b A7 (0 R TH /N T A () 2R T AN B
AN AN ERRFEI A LR SRR T
Fea s ATIEMMBATT 3 K BT Punctatus 21K (]
3.1 4) 5 5y —SER T/ NI Y BRI Y % B 7 41
AT RINA” (AL LT A — L AT
HIbRA, FMATS Punctatus 584 A [\ . 3 MG
L 143 2R 2 DA S X R, M X — ARG T g
] )2 LA (9 DU 7 R 72 (Quadra pyrgites) (RN,

5 45

(D FE) AR M0 o B R IR T A A5 5 )1 il
Pt R RUR S — R 2R 2R 2 T RTIESE
FERL IR LSRG Lk R i 26 1. {3
LA W T AT X SE IR A A7 K B AL 51 B I g i
A= I 5 ERER IR AT ST, (2) T8 114l 7 FE i
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FWEDURR G P B R £R A A P O R iR 41 58 52
RERAE T EE LM M Olivooides SN E| Punctatus
HEAR A SE BRI & B 9 R BT 72 58 1 4l 22 4
HE IF X o 2% 2R IR iR A A 58 B kB 7 41 ISR
SERTATIY. ARSI o 1) B 2L IR G bn A, Lh 4%
THE AR R T E I ERIE IR IR (Olivooides) 151 5
ST ARARE 5L Y H SRR R R B BB &
e ER T M Olivooides B 3| Punctatus HEAK )
SEREIRNIG K B P 9. H 3K AN BE 150 3 42 B 243 1Y i
JGHE—E & Punctatus "2 IRZLRNG, BN o5 —
LR Punctatus EF LAY (AN Quadrapyrgi-
tes) U n G EAT AR TR 4 L1 5P 0t A R AL

B« 2R AR e A 09 4L B A A A A2 4R
FRERFEIFMATRE T TR HFHREE
FHEFRBRARFEREEEREIEARGKRS
F Ao oh, BB AUAF B A KRR £ IR SE T 5
e B, 5 b —5F F T R
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