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Abstract: A three-dimensional (3D) Ocean Bottom Seismometer (OBS) seismic exploration is implemented for the first time in
the central sub-basin of South China Sea (SCS). The velocity distribution in 3D high spatial variability is significant to under-
stand the history of expansion and evolution of SCS, However, high-precision 3D data processing determines the resolution and
accuracy for the further seismic structure, where OBS position is one of the key parameters in seismic structural study. We use
the travel time data of direct water waves to simulate the process of OBS landing on seafloor employing the least squares method
and Monte Carlo method. Finally the corrections of OBS positions have been achieved for a total of 39 OBSs in the central sub-
basin of SCS experiment. Meanwhile the accuracy of Monte Carlo method for relocation has been discussed. A few clear and re-
liable P-wave seismic phases, such as Pg, PmP and Pn, were discovered in the OBS seismic record sections, which come from
deep crust or upper mantle beneath the Zhenbei-Huangyan volcanic chains. These abundant seismic phases provide a strong data
foundation to the further modeling of 3D tomography for the central sub-basin of SCS.
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Fig. 1 Key plan of OBS exploration in central sub-basin of SCS
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Fig. 2 The flow chart of OBS relocation
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Fig. 3 Schematic diagram of fitting the travel-time curve of

direct water waves
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a MRE/NER 2 1 b AR ZE0M 0 s o ALEBES , B THEE W5 48 %08 I 2% b 5 . BRISTH3R0E I 5 46 X0 5 5% 22 1 2 75 AR RMS 43
fise d. 43502 OBS05 &l AdMA A & K ERT S EIA K IERAEXS LAY SEGY H &l



38 Bk} 2 —rh TR 2= 2= %5 38 4%
F1 BEBHIREBE OBS LERKELER
Table 1 Results of OBSs’ relocation in the central sub-basin of SCS
Before- location After- location D(m) .
OBS . - - . Vy(km/s) h(m) RMS(s) - - t-adjust(s)
LonC’E) Lat(°"N) LonC’E) Lat("N) to linel  to line2 all

1 116. 887 76 15.52209  116.88998  15.52274 1. 500 4212.9 0. 009 304.2  304.2 1. 001
2 116. 893 81 15.42297 116,893 73 15. 419 91 1. 499 4 226.5 0.018 426. 5 —5.9  426.5 1. 101
3 116. 899 57 15. 323 51 116. 900 09 15. 324 56 1. 500 4111.0 0.011 70.7 106.0 127.4 0. 050
4 116.90558  15.224 35  116.908 07 15. 225 08 1. 494 4231.1 0.011 319.2 —97.9 333.9 0. 000
) 116.911 59 15.124 97  116.912 43 15. 12553 1. 502 4274.6 0. 004 109. 8 50.3 120.8 0. 050
6 116.917 48 15. 025 61 116. 917 95 15. 02593 1. 506 4182.3 0. 009 37.1 653. 1 654. 2 0.170
7 116. 923 44 14. 926 71 116. 922 97 14. 927 55 1. 501 4322.0 0. 008 205.7 499.1  539.8 0.061
8 116.929 75 14. 82704  116.929 50  14.83053 1. 502 4225.2 0.017 —96.3 498.2 507.4 1. 090
9 116.936 18  14. 72777 116,937 02 14. 727 63 1. 504 4 261.0 0. 008 90.1 226.2  243.5 1. 020
10 117. 387 84 14,952 42 117. 386 00 14,951 13 1. 500 4321.5 0.011 169.2 334.8 375.1 1. 100
11 117. 294 37 14. 947 54 117.292 94 14. 946 54 1. 483 3937.4 0. 026 390.8 —370.6  538.6 1. 060
12 117.20200  14.94200  117.200 22 14. 939 46 1. 491 4283.1 0.051 586.2 756.6 957.1 —0.055
13 117.109 26 14.936 67  117.107 56 14. 93571 1. 495 4 282.5 0.011 —289.8 392.7 488.1 0. 085
14 117.016 44  14.931 53 117. 01500  14.930 35 1.516 4 281.5 0. 026 375.4 —232.8  441.7 0. 135
15 116. 830 71 14. 92095  116.82988  14.920 26 1. 500 4281.0 0. 010 —40.9 114.7 121.8 0. 090
16 116. 738 06 14.91568  116. 737 26 14. 914 51 1. 500 4287.8 0. 008 157.9 —35.7 161.9 0. 100
17 116. 645 23 14.909 97  116. 644 50  14. 905 97 1. 486 4079.1 0. 022 146.1 —41.9 152.0 1. 075
18 116. 55244  14.904 88  116.55288  14.903 76 1. 498 3792.9 0. 008 286.1  286.1 0. 060
19 116. 459 59 14.899 32  116.460 01 14. 898 06 1. 508 2766.9 0. 027 52.1  452.7  4535.7 0. 150
20 116. 261 39 15.086 74 116. 261 61 15. 084 00 1. 507 4295.5 0.007 —259.7 259.7 1. 105
21 116. 354 46 15. 092 31 116. 354 23 15. 095 31 1. 500 3954.0 0.002 —252.1 252.1 1. 082
22 116. 446 92 15. 097 91 116. 448 23 15. 097 83 1. 497 1844.1 0.037 —150.7 221.0  267.5 0. 150
23 116. 540 01 15.103 33  116. 540 86 15.102 78 1. 499 949. 1 0. 044 35.7 88.6 95.5 0. 210
24 116. 633 05 15.108 78  116. 635 63 15. 105 02 1. 504 1900. 0 0.013 —106.1 41.3  113.9 0. 102
25 116. 726 40 15.114 19 116. 727 07 15. 114 60 1. 501 3566.2 0.013 85.7 392.3 401.6 —0.100
26 116. 819 62 15.119 74 116. 820 19 15.119 26 1. 502 3977.0 0. 024 36.1 354.3  356.1 0. 000
27 117.004 72 15.12999  117.005 21 15.128 35 1. 505 4223.2 0. 005 42.1 146.9  152.8 0. 100
28 117.097 50  15.13546  117.098 19 15. 135 27 1. 508 1878.0 0.014 122.3 207.8 241.1 0. 050
29 117.190 49 15. 140 69 117. 188 22 15. 143 99 1.499 1016.2 0.112 —157.2 638.5 677.0 0. 800
30 117. 283 35 15.14584  117.28379 15. 144 29 1. 486 3733.0 0. 230 —95.6 —169.6 194.7 —0. 200
31 117.376 30 15.15095  117.376 19 15. 152 60 1. 500 2338.8 0.011 16.7 14.1 21.9 0.122
34 117.272 46 15. 344 54 117. 273 23 15. 345 15 1. 447 3987.9 0. 055 53.4 —165.9 174.3 0. 084
35 117. 178 66 15. 339 27 117.179 94 15.33973 1. 500 4 040. 2 0.016 31.6 —239.1 241.2 0. 169
37 116. 992 72 15.32902 116.99324  15.32892 1. 500 4218.7 0.051 159.3 —84.5 180. 3 0. 200
38 116. 806 60  15.31809  116. 806 97 15. 319 63 1. 500 4236.8 0.009 —115.6 —5.5 115.7 0. 150
39 116. 713 65 15. 312 61 116. 713 90 15. 311 88 1. 505 4211.0 0.027 —360.4 196.8  410.6 0. 100
40 116. 620 66 15. 307 31 116. 620 42 15. 307 06 1. 481 4 216. 4 0.036 —248.3 180.9 307.2 0. 022
41 116.527 64  15.30183 116.527 30  15.30101 1. 501 4292.7 0.023 358.1 584.9 685.8 0. 115
42 116. 434 65 15.296 44 116. 434 05 15. 295 40 1. 501 4 258. 8 0.014 —709.7 16.5  709.9 0. 120
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Fig. 5 Results of OBS position correction in the central sub-
basin of SCS
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Table 2 Results of four times relocation on OBS05 and OBS21

OBS #IEREH  LonCCE) Lat(°N) h(m)  RMS(s)
1 116. 91243  15.12555 4274.5  0.004
5 2 116. 91245  15.125 54 4274.6  0.004
3 116.91243  15.125 54 4274.5  0.004
4 116. 91243  15.12553 4274.6  0.004
1 116. 354 23 15.095 45 3954.8  0.003
21 2 116. 354 22 15.095 41 3954.7  0.003
3 116. 35423  15.095 31 3954.0  0.002
4 116. 354 24 15.09512 3952.7  0.002

{7 B BT OBS B 52 FRvE mi. OBS05 5 3l i &
25 L B 5% 22 19 3 5 i RMS 78 10 ms DA
(B 4D , SXBE RS BERAIE T LUk 52 560 I AR A T4
AR 7.

TN B T R e YT 2 = A M R R R Ak B
fikh b iz AR 5 587 258 T 39 5 OBS Y
P E A IE (5 WA E R IELS (R DT LIE H .
FIFHAS SUMIEZR 1) B3R /K A7 B4 OBS i B #4171
TER 5 1% 3 X TR 43 O 25 AN R sl 7 45 I 2k |- 75 R
S A5 A 22 R K OBS 6 i J2 4 2% B HE 1 14 5
OBS 285 v B 4% 1E J5 15 21 1 7% i LS E B 5 00
DA v s X S I 22 (B] (9 5% 2% RMIS #/hh, A D
B vk (OBS29 Fl OBS30) K 42 2% #5210, 76 i 7%
ZERER MRS OBS 8 IE 3 1) RMS (¥ Fa e
76 30 ms AN (& D). #ig Bk, 24 RMS (A%
18 1 S N G2 A o el N RS R R (£ o T )
BRI V., 7 OBS /KR 2 %

i RMS {HIF AR RBICR SR R B A L 1A
% RMS HAR KA i85 TN EA I, . 1
TR 7K B A B AN S 1 B VR A H A 7 U —
AN (R KA BT AN 245 1) R D | L
K S AL I H R R 22 45

SRRV AR BSOS L O T
AR M RAEF R EN. £ 2 A H T X OBS05 Al
OBS21 AN & 3l F 2 AR IE RIS 245 3. gei Bl
INAVAZ IE J5 7 A ) AR AR AR B » e die /N B A%
ZWRE 2RI %25 R T A SCis H AL IE
J5 1 A 2 1 f /N iR 25 X6 R B OBS A 8 AN 2 BE AL
SCE AR AL T IEAS B B B HER .

TR P e YU 2 = A R A S 56 v, 39 A
OBS Gl i BAL IELS R (K 5 JBR TR IR &
U B 5 SIS BN R OE R P A 32 R 33 &
ST B T35 36 /5 OBS RK LKl 5 HhoRkibsin
DCSEFE L AR bR, XA RS 2010 ARS8 A VS RS
ENEFP A S5 A XA OBS 3 B4 IE (B %
2010) X b4 # 2 B, e YO 2 SE 56 R T OBS
{4 g B AR5 /N (36 1) 5 1 PG g Y BE PR SE SR IX OBS
FE L F PR B VA IV 3 A Pl B8 1A s 1) R S KT
AV SRR A TP ) SRR IR . 4 A IR S 5 i
TR P 6 v R Y6 Z R ) S 50 3 8] R 4 1 ifg
i OBS {7 B 2 4 /N B R 2 —.

3 B —w i IligE MR AR

PERE G B SEGY #2508, 20761
£ OBS 5 ufi 2 & b= 12 5% %) 1 K (Cohen and
Stockwell, 1995) , LAHE R ¥ S URIE 78 N 1) R A
HEAFIRN. A T B X B 9 X A 1 SR AR S AT
AN AT L X 4% 5 3 B R0 SR LA 6 km/s AY
W EATIT A A5 B 25 A MR 10 3% 1 R AR 4 AR A
XTSI K2 45 AR 1 SRR X B2 DL — B 5 0 1
B P AR SE AT OBS05 & il 78 3 I 2k
A4M4 DL R IEINZE GOGS it b 7% &) i . OBS31 3=
M2k AAMA DL KRG A6 2E LOLS (1% M 7% 31 1 » 247 A
YU LA RE A5 A P Pl 4, 40 B Ik K
(Pw) | H5T BT 5 52 AH (Pg) | L M i 4 5 = AR
(Pr) FIBEEE 18 (1) S 5 52 A (PmP) 28, Pw &S 15
SWOR G G g KA Bt B & OBS #0%
PREUREAE, BN AT T OBS 47 8 8 IE 1) B
. Pg A I K B 45 db 2K DL T Hi 5 o 3R 0y 4t 2
B MBI 2 A5 i 1 — AR A L B



40 HuBR B [E M U2 4 & 38 &

i B B (km)
0 0 20 30 50

A e g e
A *»'@3‘?\% il A A
g :

AN

Y

-50 -40

-80 =70 -60

v
o N X i e
‘,.‘»‘;;\;j W) ) s d .m
i IR L, ¢ coeaah
I S ks

) N
A
A » A
il

A, o e i
G “ st

o 0 i (e

ViR R i S A

Nk g ViR
HER

) /)
I,

e
ety

i)

i
e Pg
oy

N

S ¢
Rt gl e i S hn

et gl s g g
i oA gt docssiilgtesl

i
A S i m, ) y )
AR S N
e I A I o o o il
O e . , 1o,
! e o . ok

TR w e e i)

» I )

WA e
g
i

oo i Rt e

¢ 0 » 2 pm e N el idd e I
. ) o o s oy et I el o

R ) A i R e i \ \V»// 4 0 ) Hdate i

TR
AL
il

s
"3?!‘[5 "fll*\““ “?‘C. “

?
il S
e ; e ﬁhw “?R*#

RS ALY | iy ;,Ea* 4l i:*)"w‘;ﬁ' n"g»."’f‘
e e e i s " e Sh R
i e S i Sl e
et i e }?’zfﬂ ;

(i

Rt
Rfe el
iy

o D e B e e S e e S
e e e T e e
et T St S e =
: Lt > e e
L o s
e
e

i - :
[t ctiuiter I gy 35

¥ DGy
2, .
e s e
S

AT e e Fes
& ey L
T3 ..@3. 5% PmP

K6 ZraihRic sl S =AU
Fig. 6 Seismic record sections of OBS05 and OBS31 and seismic phases identification
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