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Abstract: Gas hydrate in the deep sea is closely related to the global warming. One of the most important gas hydrate stability
zones (GHSZ) is located in the Shenhu of the northern South China Sea (SCS). All records of carbonate content in cores ZHS-
176, ZHS-174, 17940 and MD2905 reveal a carbonate minimum (CM) from 11. 3—8. 0 ka B. P. . which is characterized with an
asymmetric pattern of a rapid decrease of 9% value followed by a gradual recovery. The benthic foraminifer 6 C levels in the
shells of Cibicidoides wuellerstor fi and Cibicidoides kullenbergi are depleted by 1. 4%, and 0. 7%, respectively, during the CM
period. Meanwhile, the mass accumulation rate (MAR) of the organisms suddenly increased nearly twofold on the seabed.
These findings indicate a likely release of a large amount of methane from the gas hydrates since the late Younger Dryas (YD).
Oxidation and absorption of the methane should have lowered pH of the bottom seawater, thereby triggering a shoaling of the
carbonate lysocline. Temperature increasing of the bottom seawater in the northern SCS provides a possibility to induce gas hy-
drates dissociation.
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(Nisbet, 1990; Sowers, 2006; Nisbet and Chap-
pellaz, 2009; Petrenko et al. , 2009; Bock et al. ,
2010). fifRix —Gr i G HAE T Wl KRR KB
3l % AR R DI (] S PR 58 8500 o o Bt — 2
Xof ELA R B A R U R 1 AR SR AR tE A T 4
BRYEXS FEFSE.

A AL AR EE 2 KRR SK G W s X,
PR PRAT I SO-1177 it 0B URBT0T* Bi vhe b B il 2%
FBE R E 4T T PEAl (Suess, 2005). 2007 4
TEAEESL 1 500 m /K IRITTARY) Hh3R1G T RIKS
IKEYIFRE S (Zhang et al. , 2007). 3T JLAE, B 28E
EACERE AR K G I T R m 58 TAE, Ju
Te ke bR L a WAL — @ R EE EUESE TR X KRR
SOKEWAED B BRI o A R 20045 BRI
&2, 20065 Ef54E, 2006; Han et al. , 2008; 1%k
&5, 2009). fHJE . H EIANAS TG 2 m LR R AR K
BV T IN [E] RS fid A AL PR AR RN e
FL 5 SR AE DG, A X Lo, FRAT & B
IGEE TR 1) CaCO; & &EFE 11. 3~8. 0 ka B,
P. 8] SEIRFEA . 3xX 55 Fg o ol G A O AR 2 P 1)
CaCO;, &Rl 5. i T B e UATE HE K h il )
SR A AR TR K W BT L RIR UK B W)
RIS it o3 (g K R AR AL VR Pl T Bz —
DRI TUARY v (R B R £ DR 2 1 ik A B THR 6 15 BR
1 ( Carbonate Compensation Depth, CCD) 2 I i&
ARAG A (Zachos et al. » 2005). PRI TR
FRER VIR FI BT K IR UK B PR E MDA HRBE
EY AT R B el N G T B U3 i e (38 451 N/
VKIALIOK B 43 HER 1 CaCO; & iid s » 45 A R
AALH TR 0" C FIAT HLak HE B3 %8 (Mass Accu-
mulation Rate, MAR) (Jian et al. , 1999; Wang et
al.» 1999), FEIFE 3 ARl (1) Bl e AR AR
T PRI AR AT Bl AR R A T PR 2R 5 (2) I
PP 5 RIR UK W 73 1R S s (3) RARA
IR W53 0 ik A PR 2R

1 s 5Tk
ST TR BE” S F  BERAG CaCO;

iR ARE A R A SO T R i St 2 rh
H A AR 3R PR 89 5 M A R B £ 88 (Huang ez al.

x1 FEARYHERFBLER

Table 1 Location of the studied cores

AL ZEE 4N KB (m)
17940 117°23.0' 20°07. 0 1727
MD2905 117°21.6' 20°08. 2’ 1647
MD2142 119°27.9' 12°41. 1 1557
MD2151 109°52. 2 8°43. 7' 1598
SA12-19 110°25. 4 17°09. 2 1300
ZHS-176 115°33. 3’ 20°00. 0 1383
ZHS-174 115°30. 2" 20°10. 2 640
B64 112°28. 8’ 21°33.1' 19

7:17940 5] A Jian ez al. (1999) Fl Wang et al. (1999) , MD2905
8| H #3065 (2008) ,MD2142 5| [ Chen et al. (2003),MD2151 8|
H Huang et al. (1999)F1 Zhao et al. (2006) ,SA12-19 5| B ZE2¢ARF
YL A (2003),ZHS-176 . ZHS-174 F1 B64 AR IR HFFE 356 5 .

1999; Jian et al. , 1999; Wang et al. , 1999; Chen
etal., 2003; Z=2EAMVT %A, 20035 Zhao et al.
2006; G, 2008) , FfXF “HEHE U5 72005 42K
A g i A IR g ZHS-174 F1 ZHS-176 £L,
DA K [ GV JRy 9087 4 T e AL BB Bl 42 1 i >k
EIAERE B64 FLIEAT T 4RS840 M7, IX SE G0 A B
WA R g, R CR R
AMS" CREAEHUIE - A U 58 1 BRABALRE Gl 25
BHERE1L.E D.

B64 il ZHS-176 $1. CaCO; & 5 7 [ 3l it
27 $th 3R ) B R A 2 80 e AU 5 i R T X bk
TG (PW2440) 53 H7 » T B FE IR 25 <0, 4245
ZHS-174 1, CaCO; & £ WITE" & K1 SRy T SR
RS = "R X LSO A S (Ttrax) 43
Br EEFERZE<1 00 HA S ALEAR 5| B STk, A&
A 45FL P, 17940, MD2151, ZHS-176 #11 SA12-19
fL CaCO; & il 2k 73 Hr TR vh e HLa (CO,) 75
AR . MD2905, ZHS-14 #11 B64 £, CaCO; &
B TR CaO & 84055, B b2 rk
R VR L W i 52 R CaO 458104 CaCO;
e, BRI 2 AR [E] 5 RS A R 2z A A
AR, W 2 B 5k i T ZHS-176 £L1Y
CaCO; F i SRR WP Z 0] 1) 22 AR/ A
M | CaCO, 5 f A8 A% KR KG9 53 i A Y
WFFE CE 4, 2008). Bk ZHS-174 LA H CaCO, &
SICSR AT UORUZ X L, HoAth 45 L AF 08 42 42 34 LA
AMS" C AR5l 12 1 5L B64 £l AMS!™ C il 4
s LI FE 26 Myoida 524K 4l i 41 #} (Lutaenko
and Xu, 2008) , 53y TAEAE 050 K 2 il B 4 Jo 33
SR VSE AR 42 “ Intcal09” B R 45 1E o H 4R 18
(Heaton et al. ,2009) , HAth &L AMS" C £ 515 5]
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Fig. 1 Schematic geographical map of the northern SCS and the location of the cores
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CaCO; +H,O+CO,—Ca*" +2HCO,~, (1)

CO;* +H,;O+CO,—2HCO; . (2)
3 D) R BRI B TR 6 1) V8 A A P o~ A vl K TR Ak
1) 322275 2 202D R B HE KON Ak i W RE
W COS™ MR BE MR BE AN o BT A 1 ik JC ML 1)
10 %6 o URIERRIR R TR X /K TR A 1 23 U (Walk-
er and Kasting, 1992). IWAh, AR SCH 12 T AIA
E &R KRN 17940 FLA HLIRHERHE R F AN A FL 2
A Bl Cibicidoides wuellerstor fi 1 Cibicidoides
kullenbergi 7oK 8¥ C(Jian et al. , 1999; Wang et
al.» 1999) I T 18 B B WAL 8 R IR UK 5 W 73
fift it B IR IR R RIRSOK G W il 5 AR5 =R
7 Z (a1 At ) AR I 28 XL 1~ 1T 22 £ K
TR SR AR B » A SCH E— 2P0 R LA R AR
SOKE W3 i fih i R 2R S PR B 3000

FUAT BRI R MR (CCD) 290 2 200 m

(MRpzgtess, 2003). MD2151 ,MD2142, ZHS-176 #i
SA12-19 L #B 7 T B ¥ filk IR 6 #h 2 IR B 2 L
CaCO, 7 1t ELA7 HL TR {1 * P 3 707 g [l , ok M 5 o
8 TRT K3 2 s (IR 2). (HL . g VA b A O o 3
[ RO FIRIRER AMETR B 2 1) 17940 F1 MD2905
FLIFBEA I ST S BA Sk % pK 3] — T8 k307 ol 2 i
S TAE R s R i W e (] 2). 11, 3 ka B P.
ZiA75 17940 £l CaCOs & i RARFEAR, 29 1 ka Py
CaCO, & H M 16 %5 % 8%, MD2905 fL M\ 23 %6 [
% 12%,ZHS176 FLI 24 %[ % 16 % ,CaCO; £
X R BT 9%, A X B OE R ik 40%. 47
10 ka B. P. Z J5 . & 9L CaCO; & &8 A JF 15 3% Wi 7+
1 & 8 ka B. P ZEAT KA B IEH /K- BE4bh, 16. 0~
14. 5 ka B. P. #ij[], 17940 F1 MD2905 f, CaCO; &
I T A LS A . VK AR
IR Y CaCO; & REAFFEA T URARE I H
SRR 11, 3~8. 0 ka B. P. (] (1 “fIR45 4442
A B2 f K s HBA PRI A8 THE 7 1R A
WA 3 s RS S F 7 B A KR A2 At 3
P T ORFNIE &SRR L 17940 FL B FA% . 2812 Tt
R S R o R, ZHS176 Lk . ZHS-174 L
CaCO; ARl B 25 Wi F-2%. [FIt, “ R85 =
PR %55 L 1 0 AR U2 TR B 0 B K TR A R A A A
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Fig. 2 Comparison of the CMs around the SCS
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Fig. 4 Comparison of the different environmental proxies against the CM
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17940 FLIKAE A FL R AMEFN C. wuellerstor fi 5%
1A 0" C AT 19 vk — 8] v e [l , k39 6% C
B, IEﬂﬁKﬁﬁJ\ﬁﬁﬁ SRR BEAA 0. 2590 s AET-4F
FUEE b0 2 DU B R 384 5, 14, 5~12. 9 ka B, P. 1 J]
C. wuellerstor i FeA 6% C Je A 1T —U/INg 70 » 172

TREEEL) 0. 5%0,11. 3 ka B. P. 2647 0% C Fi—WR &
il 2 10 ka B. P. iABI 5 ARE TR EE Sk 1. 4%
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E12C 1Y fif Jo HL ik (Dissolved Inorganic Carbon,
DIO i ASE A OG5 Z AR XS LAY 2 17940 FLTTR
Py b BB AR SR A 0 B 1 P —
1K "l L 507 11, 3~8. 0 ka B. P. 2Z ] 28 R34
—fi (& .

3 ihig

3.1 “RESH"EHERER

M 1RSI T CaCOs & 1B
MR A 3 s B S A SRR 7 ) R i
YER. ANIE 2 PR « RGO vK I LK B i i 248 43
il £7 78 CaCO; 25 12 B9 IR B0 3. {2 & 11, 3 ~
8.0 ka B. P. JHJE] & A& 75 #7315 = 07 e
AL, BA PO AR S48 TH R SR A

BiE R E F, MD2151, MD2142, ZHS-176 Fl
SA12-19 fLH ) CaCO; & AL I “ R IGTE
R JE ] 2 B e Y 2t 4 P A B IR R U 22
VY- T e A Bl U AR 528 (Huang ez al.
1999). FEAR YUKV - g1 1 L BEAE 2R Y 120 m, Bk
VLT 1S i 22 R VI IS R e 48 1) TR (Vorts,
2000) (J& 1. S b o A 111 [0 Y5 S0 RS K 1 o ol
DT SRR 490 Jo %) o Ak 0 — 20 08 9 X 3% 7 DX i
PR ER DT R ) i B AE . SR T, AR IR VK 17940 Fn
MD2905 fLH1#y CaCO; % & JLT- 1A FEAK (& 2).
Bl TP 1B T KT 1S ER 20 R R T BR VLA Bl
I Bl BRI ERG 2R 2 I, W3 R k74 [l s
(Liu et al. , 2009).3% Y5 B64 FLiYy CaCO; i 5% 4H
C5 171211 i Rl 5107 - N T A EI R TP AY S
T e B o AT I Sl B R DU AR R A AR T AR
WABR 1647 m(MD2905 FLAK ) LAERIEAA Z i
PR R e T RE .11 3 ka B P 24y
KA T — IR E OK S (MWP-1B) , 1 1
T ) _E T HE R E 15 38 mm/a(Hanebuth et al. ,
2000). TEXFER T 52T Rl AARMESS SR G
JIT A5 1 - 1D T B3R OC 1) Bl 980 B AR TS ] fiE 2
11. 3~8. 0 ka B. P. ] “{IC 5 5 {47 () 3= 22 42 1 A
R IE R RS SRR T SR TOKFER R
R[] b — 30, LA AR 7 2 IR AR T 3. 2 XL
Weg I el Y] it P EED AR B ) 1 ik, BRE E RT DAAE— 8
FRPE b 58 i, Bl Y5400 Jo XoF T T Bk R 3k T AR ) s R AR
FH. AR e 25 BF IR A 55 R0 B 3 T AR E %, 11. 3~
8.0 ka B. P. Ji] ] A< . & 2= X 5 9 4 3k 2] Je KA
(Yuan et al. s 2004; Yancheva et al. s 2007) ([

4). IR AR 7 XU T A S 0] DX A A Y ) D 2%
REJJ. (H &, BR 1 MK B 4G JE A H
MD2151 FL7E N ) 1 1 oAt 10 2 T 2o v 0 1A Bt U5
M AR 3G 5 A 15k (BT 2). PRt DA T E 52 5 2%
JRREE T AH 5 B Bl DR B A P AL AS W RE R (RS
M EERER. XN 4 BUBRE tid sk i IR
S TR IR o Z Wi W 1Y) ZHS-174 fLp
AU, RMIRTE 17940 LRk 81 (18] 3).

505 J5 1 D A ) A L RO 55 1 B 2R e
AIE AL ER IR DU h CaCO; 1 F 2R JE (42
A4S, 2008). EIR MD2905 fLicd sk wIg A ™ 1 A
VKT ASRAFLEFEAR  AHAE 11, 3~8. 0 ka B. P. HH[H]
T FEIR M L R FE 19 A2 4k (RIS 2008). 1
b MD2905 FLIA B & =W M 14. 5 ka B. P. GiJG
TG G218 B, — B2 3 0 48 ik, 11, 3 ~
8.0 ka B. P. HARI I 5A H BEHT 5 19722 4k . i LAt B
et B AR 8 28 A A, RIS o A o 7 i A
Yy L BITE 11, 3~8. 0 ka B. P. 1 HIHI0F2 E Rt
85,2008). R BT AE 7 g i DA S b 15 B A
RE BT L B AE AR A FE DA R IS 7. T SR il
V5 A REABI DA 7™ T3 AR AS & LA S P0G S 110 A1
AR IR A R A AT MR R — B4 7 HiiA
WEIEHE I A 1E T e T R T R 6 10 v A A
SRR ERAME TR B AR A ) 42 ] (8] AT s AV PR
VK55 (Wang ez al. » 1997). W5 1 Fr/R . A 4
LA T IR IR ERAMEREZ .11, 3~8.0 ka
B. P. 18] fik B2 £6 #5042 R b IR BEOR, (IR 40 <R
17 AR AT RESE HY Tk R R #IME R JBE 1) T 6 8 3
S, A PRI A PR HE AR X —FE PR AR S H]
S S W) 2 AR T B 17940 FLA0 5 198 HLRR HE
TR R 5% 16 X B 9] A 7 ) 28 AR AN 6] L 7R
11. 3~8. 0 ka B. P. Hi[A] SR 1T 1 4%, 224k %
5CaCO; & 8518 ” (Jian et al. , 1999) (] 4).
456 RV FET BT  FA TN, e e
11. 3~8. 0 ka B. P. H/E] % )2 ¥ K AR AT BEZE 9K & A=
TERAL , [RIIHAE HE T B R R 1% 5 A A BILJSE ) PRAF
3.2 “REBEH"EXRARSKEVWHE

5B JZE MK R RASE | 58 SR 1 B AL 1 Jist PRI O A
%, RIRUKE YR KM i H R R 22— JF H
23BN R 0 M SCUE PR, 55 Ma B. P. Z2 45 1B
/46 #r 1 B M ZE {4 (Paleocene-Eocene Thermal
Maximum, PETM)#IA & i KR SOK G W) 51 il
S E 24 2 000 GtC107 MifKk) e R IR
KGR R BRVETE LA 10 ka PR R
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. H 4 T 160 ka A & Wik &2 F- fif (Dickens,
2003; Zachos et al. , 2005). YE NV FE 2 — 1%
TR IR AR I A LA Y CaCOs &5 B A i
IRACA R T i AR A L R B T PR AL, 2218 T
7 R 5. PETM 8], B KP4 3 Walvis 35
1266C L CaCO, & 7E 10 ka P M 9590 SR FEAIG
X, B J5 A % W F+ 5 (Zachos et al. , 2005) (&
). REREUKE D 53 i 1) 73—~ AR AR A IR
RECA P 6% C, th T 40 KA T Ll iss & il B
TR B P T 457 2 2 RS A 6 1T SR SR Sk 4 v R e
AR 6% C 5 << — 60%0 . K& i B e B . 1
Y 6% C 4 e A IR e B b 671 A B T/ 4 A
AW CLE 10 ka WD Hi R T 2. 5% (Dick-
ens, 2003, 201D). [AIFESZ KIRSK G Y FE M0 1) 26 ]
PO R 2 B BRI 4 B e AR AR & M e A
LR 0" C 4R 7 T 29 2% (Kennett ez
al. , 2000). 5 4Bk HAEE XAH LE . 5 A TE R T3 AL AR
WRI T —BERIRTUKE W53 e RS » HE v g it
AU Y 8 JUIRHEYS SR kR Eh . U iz o0 A 1
“r— EURESOKIR 473~768 m BRI H H AETRIR
A 6V C A TF —18. 24%,~—52. 88%0, KW R I
ARG RIR KB W IEATIE « 76 IR 55 A2 AL Bt g
R KIS fi# (Chen et al. , 20065 Wu et al. ,
20063 Han et al. , 2008).

PO S8 2% B FL AR B A L AR R IR IC % B T
RS L e S VRS g Th W GRS e R L B TN
I CaCOs 1857, M HIEHGA FL RSN C. wuel -
Lerstor fi 5o SBC BT T 1. 4%0,C. kullerber-
g1 ek B C WA T 0. 7%, M FR R T g L
PR VKA — TR DK 37 e [ vh IS AR A fL e A4 o C 2
TRIE RE. 5y — Bk B 17940 FLIA PLERHER
R AR RS S I ) & S AR 3E I 1 — . v ==
AREBRG EHb)Z 0 s R T R SOK G e
BT/ A BT e A S 18] A a0 AT LRI B
A BB (Villasante-Marcos et al. s 2009). X &
W TR R ) BV E AR R TR Z K b AN
ZIA A DURTESESRE T 5 TORAE. 25 Bk
b B » FATTIA R A1l Lo AR S e T AL A b I
BRARASOKE Y KA T — AR A ) PR 8531
R H e SR AL G 5 BUR 2 K R R 1 . X
DX i PRy R I 7 A Vs i
3.3 RARRKEYHBRMERR

KR SKAE WAE i He AR 25 1 T AU A7 7.
AL AR A A R SR SR G 0 o = AE

2Bk BA % (Kennett ez al. . 2000, 1 4Bk
PERY RAR KRG Y o ik AEAE R DR T3P 10 T R
LI s A BR S W 5 R AR B2 A2 Ak (Jiang et al.
2006). YEF-T0 T B, TR DO T 52 1) w5 7K s 00 sk
D B T BOW A P i R AR AOK G W PR gy
(Paull ez al. , 2003). LLANFE VKA, 223KV 180 F [
T2y 120 my, PRz AL S AR v i R IR SOK &
W R IR fi# (Kvenvolden et al. , 1993). fH 2, ¥K
TH I ki -T2 T T ) 2 2B Al 2o AR A
11. 3 ka B. P. &4 T MWP-1B % vk /K 08 , 7 V16
SRR b T FERXRE B T RN OISR AR UK
BYFMRIR B AT i (B o). AR TH 51 R Y
s 328 AAS R AT B8 S IR IR 1l 22 A SRR K
SeE 7By AIVE 3 1Y S
Dickens(2001) 1A A » 52 M0 K RARSOK B PR
EVER B RAR 2 (HR B 2 b i R
60 kalJ R AR AL AR 2% B B RLB B R AR SR B
BT 1T KB 53 » ALFE BT 2 AR I IX
— U B R AT A RS B R] L A 2 bR
SEVE R E K 2 B8 fik &% (Kennett ef al. , 2000). H
T BRI T A B4 0 I 2 T /K Ui B T 4
I AHZ 17940 FLIRIEA LA TSR 6" O LBl e R
WIZR G T 29 1% (Wang ez al. » 1999). B ffi &
TE“ VI — (B UK i [ e, ok 5 728 A X AT A L
Feik 8" O ) ST ERME 4 ALl 1. 1% (Schrag et al. ,
1996), 5 “AI% 55 = 147 [ B & A= % ¥ vk oK A
(MWP-1B) A 2 51 /2 6" O 4 it K i 13 11 7% 1k
1. 17940 FLIEHEA L SEAE 0" O 988 T fi i %
) i B AR A 055 » 8] 4 3 B A I T T J 2 7 7K
TR BEETERNL AR I GEIR T i » T A ] RE ik % 1
KIRZUKE W o . oAb o T 2 LR KA
()L B AR AL 0. 1 ka, M7E 1 ka P 423K A8 B2 (93
JEAESAE DU AL REAL 1 180 m, BT AR TR
Py RAR K B W 0] 4 35K A% 102 11 Wikl L A 8 il /5 1k
( Archer, 2007). B 4K ®i X — H B & T
11. 3 ka B. P. i fRE5 F 44 & AL AERTMIAR I B
JEHE IR 22 VKSR 17940 FLIF A LR SR TE SR 3T
il ARF A58 T 11. 6 ka B. P. (Wang et al. ,
19995 Alley, 20000, i Z [HIfFAEZ) 0. 3 ka I}
2&. PRt AHZC 5% B 5 OIS R AR K
YD o3 i 5 Bl 2o AR AR i PR A 12  {H 2
% BB A 5 1% 1R i3 J5 1 PR IR AR K
B 53 T AVA PR TRl 2o AR R U i) PR AR 182
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IR F A3 A e TSR 3D 2 s 6 1 CaCOy &7
HICSR . RIHAIZ AR ARIAMINHEE L CaCO, & 572
AR 11, 3~8. 0 ka B. P iZIX R A4 T — it
BRI ARAES S i B PR AR, 218 T 7
UK FREER - 29 1 ka P CaCO; £ X} & SRR T
9 %0, Bl YA AR GLAE 7 T 1 #8AS REAG 550 b i o X —
ASAL, T R ER A M R B 1) 1E 8 U8 S A 2 LA A g
2 200 m DA VAH R £ 1) R UAS I 1.

I 5 AR A 0 A2 A A i 5 BB i X R
SRAIKG W 531 5 | R A A2 AR ARARL, 1T HL AR A L &
C. wuellerstor fi F1 C. kullenbergi 5ok 51 C 1“1
5 {1 ) A A R 2 A o T A LIS ) PR AR B
WARIEIN T 1 A5 X EEiEHE 28 Bl e A AR R
MEACER R IR K EW T RERLE T — BRI 71
fiff s R B SR MR IR UK B it i A8 AL fE 1l
JEJZ R PR BR AL, 20T BRIRER T . OIS R
SRAIKE W53 i () fioh 2 PR R AN R A] BB T Y- T 5 |
(89 3784k A A L e 4 6'° O DL IR 7
SRR AR ¢ FR H R WL IR 2K AR T
AR AT e S MR 38k K AR SOK & W 43 il 1Y) 32 22 ik

Bt TS B R SR B 09 B AR, A
B At g Fvg 5 e B Rk R i i LR X X
PBEAR G PR A F R THEAR.
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