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Abstract: In this paper, we review the biotic and environmental events by examining the trace fossil records in association with
the ‘Big 5’ mass extinctions in Phanerozoic, including the transitions of Ordovician-Silurian, Frasnian-Famennian, Permian-
Triassic, Triassic-Jurassic and Cretaceous-Paleogene. The benthic fauna reflected in the trace fossil records show a negative re-
sponse to all of the ‘Big 5’ events, documented by the decreases in the ichnodiversity, burrow size, bioturbation depth, and
ichnofabric tier. The behavior and food-feeding strategy of benthic fauna is found to vary among the ‘Big 5’ mass extinctions.
The deposit-feeding strategy dominated after the mass extinctions during Ordovician-Silurian and Cretaceous-Paleogene transi-
tions. whilst the suspension-feeding strategy dominated after the mass extinction during Triassic-Jurassic transition. Opportun-
istic trace fossils, such as Planolites, and both the deposit- and suspension-feeding strategies dominated after the mass extinc-
tions during Frasnian-Famennian and Permian-Triassic transitions. The benthic ecosystems, reflected in the trace fossil records
after the mass extinctions during Frasnian-Famennian and Permian-Triassic transitions, changed from simple to complex pat-
tern, from two-dimensional to three-dimensional ecospace.

Key words: trace fossils; phanerozoic; bio-environmental events; response pattern; stratigraphy; environment effect.
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Fig.1 Distribution of trace fossils through the Ordovician-

Silurian succession of Welsh basin
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Fig.2 Sketch showing the distribution of trace fossils through the Frasnian-Famennian transition
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## Rodriguez-Tovar and Uchman(2008) ,Rodriguez-Tovar et al.(2010) %k}

Rodriguez-Tovar and Uchman, 2004, 2006, 2008;
Rodriguez-Tovar, 2005; Rodriguez-Tovar et al.,
2010,2011) . 5 & LR WFSEMOR £ & BL45 H K-Pg
FEF A R sl A A A AE LR LTS TR HRAE (B 6)

(D A EL H G Maastrichtian 3817 4
e LAY Danian 1 35 3058 4k 7 T80 35 I & AR AL, #42
& Alcyonidiopsis. Chondrites. Planolites . Zoo-
phycos . Thalassinoides 1 Trichichnus. i AL A )
ZFEVETE K-Pg 19 A Zph 12 RAR, 2= FL20R - )R
EER A T D M2 5 A AT 2 AR AR bR i F
Ko Z Ak Z /i 7K 8045 Chondrites . Planolites .
Zoophycos Ml Thalassinoides (Rodriguez-Tovar and
Uchman,2004,2006,2008; Rodriguez-Tovar et al.,
2010201 1) 388 7 A A7 985 7 L AR A K 46 5 1 i I B
A 42 fk (Rodriguez-Tovar and Uchman,2004,2006,
2008).

(2) % 2| A= Wy 4k 3 59 %2 W . Maastrichtian 3 i
BB A AT TR Y) T IR Danian 9109 U4 A6 A7
(B 5) 1 2 28 B T 2 A0 v k0 A W B
WOk Bk 2 78 AR 88 Ak B Thalassinoides 1 7<
S ANE NN U8 )Y (P SR WAL - B NP & L R L el =
i o 55 77 A ) vl 9 BT 38 3 (Rodriguez-Tovar,
2005) , 158 BA Ty 30T 40 45 00 30 S A A 0 AT SR IR RS
BR o A A 0y 1) T 47 4 30 1 20 0 TV Y JE A

(3) KRR Y A 2 Jm T B R K A e 7 AR

Wtk kb 49 Chondrites « Planolites 1 Thalassi-
noides 5 45 F T, 5 AE AR A R R
(E 6).

GG LR BT M R K S A 2 sl
A7 Z2REAE 52 B 10 1) 55 A AR 52 97 1) B S AR
EHTE B R m A T RE A RZ B TR Y
A= b B DL Fe Sk 2 BB TR Y I
JIE 2 | 2RI e 2 A W o e 30 A K 4 1) 2
J PR 5

2 BRI AT X A ) R R A R 1
520

ROK 2 S T S WA B9 AR J5 i AR W) 5 R 58 14
[ AL o BRIV AE 1) 32 1 Sl I T AR G AL T
Je A W X AR BRI Y BE 0 (HGE AR B 5, 2014).
T A A P ARG M A SR KK s R i 2R R T3
S A A 3 IV BE T B RO AL 4 B8 AR A i X E AR
RN B AL A7 220 R R R 3 o ) R g 2
B AL A1 IE A T RES

i 2 F AR T 5 UK A g i s A A il
KBRS AT LR LA 5 A4 a5 (L 7D

(I Al A A 22 B P 5 e IR G B g 1R 2K
YRR IS L 84 A I B R A 8 R R B R K
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BRIy 4 J& (1) 5 8 7t F-F OROK 4 44
i J5 350 A A H o R BT A 9 T I Rk TN R BT
1 Jm (B 2) 5 W — 8 i JRCK 4 4117 ) 35t 728 4k A0 #h
17 @R =S a3 J8 (B 3); % =8l
RORK 2 AT IS sl A A 8 J& B 2 LR 2 i
TR 5 Jm (BT 5) 5 B 122 K 4 A 1 ) 5 35t 5l
el 6 Je ke =t RN 4 J&8 (& 6) . stk Ak
A AR AR AR R T LA 35t 98k 2R R
AR i ) 2 M — 5 T R K A 7, LU o 1 718
£ |1 O Ol 117 AN i iy N R o ) 2 B S A N )
JE W = e THE ARG 1 2 TR K A =R

(2) 38830 A A7 1 7L AR A 3l A A A2 /)N B 3 1
Je gttt F-F R K 4 55 1F 2 )5 st il Ak A 19 v X B AR
73 5 /0N o A 5 N A L M D3 T B SRR 28 D B B
FEE i Ak A Planolites . Thalassinoides 5% 1%
297 1.5~3.0 mm, & M J5 ¥ B I &5t ik 1k A
Palaeophycus .Planolites S8 2R 4.0~7.0 mm
(CEZ9%,2006) , A LA ) F-F K48 55 8 2 5 38tk
AV B AR /N T S RS E

W — &t OK 4 i 2 )5 st s A A i T X AR
BT AN IRE L Planolites |, B3 H 12
M 9.2 mm(BE ZE& OS] T 4.0 mm DL (B =&
) (B, 2007 . X 5 — & R K4 FH 2 )5
TR IV AT A v k1 /N AL A A — S B AR G
(Luo et al.,2006;He at al.,2007,2010).

W = &t ROK 48 i 1 2 )5 35t 3 4k £7 3 Dip-
locraterion BIWE/CHAAH 7 mm (g =& MO 2| T
5 mm (4R B ), Thalassinoides BV ¢ H 12 H
17mm(He = &) B T 13 mm (B4R F
(Twithchett and Barras,2004) , i] L& ) i = &
RR 2 S I J 98 b DX st 8 Ak A VO AR A R
TR /N 38 (EL S /DN 10 B8 S B e e 7 1 F-F
W — &t ROK 2

e, 11 24 T R 46 78 i i g s e A 99 X LA
A A2 Ak T I B8 B DR 2K 4 = 1 i 3t A A T
TBEAR B R AR B0 AT /D B SCHR A I8 1 B P
T — 5L AR 38 5 A A T A A 5 AR B R B
WX E AR AT IA 20 mm, B 7R Y B 5% A7 01 i SRR OF
ZE/0F BB H EFF (Herringshaw and Davies,
2008).

(3) 38 Ak A T e W ) 36k 325 A ) 1) G B O s T
F1 R AT PE A AN ). I B Bl K 2 = 1k 2 = 1Y )
b 301 Fn 42 95 31 SR e B Chondrites | Planolites
1 Palaeophycus “h F 05t 46 A BEVE . LY 5

F A B Planolites $I\ hy & B TR Y)Y I 1L 8
1 Uk A= 8 1 T & 306 (Pemberton and Frey,1982)
FIEY S B A MIE W Palaeophycus 7] e B &
PEBCIE & M A YE B JE A 56 & W /C (Pemberton
and Frey,1982) , 8 #4r%& NN Palaeophycus
' TURY AW IE B W 8 (g A5, 2004)
Chondrites 38 5 8 I\ RS2 i HUR 2R W) 10 055 B 3l 9 1
BRI/ (Bromley and Ekdale,1984). K it , & TR
P 35t 30 b Ay T G SR 52 05 300 R T B A o Al
S BRI A AKX

M@t F-F RKGFHEMZ)E, IlaEXRE
i Planolites F Palaeophycus ZRICE 7, M 5 2 T
I Chondrites s 4 71N 73 K 45 W 8 9 Thalassi-
noides 5 , i J5 th M K By Skolithos \Rhizocoral-
Lium Ml Baihupoichnus F1 KRB Y FI 5 Bk o
Thalassinoides ( £ 2J %, 2006). Baihupoichnus #%
A Al RE = T BCsh WA = 1 AT AR B iy v
FIE LRI (T 29,2004 T 2%, 2006) , Rhizo-
corallium %% % i I\ Ky 2 W 58 90 19 N 4B 8 & i
(Fiirsich,1974), KEI ) Y FI 43 ¥ 89 Thalassi-
noides K 2 N g 2 W 52 0 1 Ja A1 30 & W X
(Bromley and Frey, 1974 ; # 20 4%, 2004) , 4/ 1
T UC AR 3% 2 B0 3R 2 45 Y 7K 7 IR 38 T Y
Thalassinoides T §& 4 8% HL 3 Py 1 5 & (Kennedy,
1967; £ 2955, 2006) . |- 4 35 26 358 500 1 A1 20 45 5
YLBH F-F i 205, AR W 35t 98 /99 /X8 D T B
BN 5 e 1) = 4R 028 Ak B AR YR TR SR
ARG IV EE BT B £ (EY
45,2006). MANE A BFTE R W] KL Cruziana 8 IE
FH ) 38386 Ak A7 U0 Cruziana - Rusophycus . Scolicia |
Phycosiphon 57E F-F FF2Z 5 BT I i T &6
MG, YRR AR RGEEM AN F-F F b
BRI, K AW 18] 1+ 7 18] i # (Buatois
et al.,2013).

St F-F ROK 4 F5 40 2 J5 AL, i — &
TR K 2 A 2 J5 I 205 B b X AL 2% 32 SCTE &3k PL-
anolites f Palaeophycus 3 T W5 BEE R I E Th
(Twitchett and Barras,2004;Chen el al.,2011) ,7E
= & B W R3] (Griesbachian 1) . 55 26 2 4t
DX YA 35t 8 Ak A AR DGR IE . 28 B ] Griesbachian
e oK U B X IE B YT 38 Rhizocoral-
lium (Hofmann et al., 2011 MIEH U EE I IEE
PR JE AR Diplocraterion (Knaust, 2010) 3 &
BB CA L, U] R =5 T R0 55t 50 B 95 4T LA
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40 45

I S A A O LB T R BE A 2 UL
Pt A 38 & M. 2= ED ) Dienerian 3% W51k A A0 £
FEE AN BE AR A IR &2 28 P, o = 4 28 W) 1 B %
IRV SN Thalassinoides (Wignall et al.,1998;
JAEEAE, 2013, 2014) , 15 = BE R 5 T 09 Ja AF: 78
Psilonichnus | Arenicolites . Skolithos 55 (F ¥ E,
1989 ; J i ¥ 45, 2013, 2014) , ¥ ¥ Cruziana i#t i
B 3 E 4 F 0 Rhizocorallim . Ophiomor pha .
Phycodes 55 (YfEE ,1996a; % K%, 2007 ; B} & 4,
2009 JH AW AF . 2013, 2014) , TAK F2F K 1Y B
it Cosmorphaphe . Megagrapton . Protopaleodic-
tyon M Helminthoida ( E i Z, 1987; 2= B 4,
1997 ; BARHH %, 2007) , Ui Bl Dienerian #1325 1k 4
BEA 7KW 0 B A =423 [l 7 A= W0 1 B 12 SR g
AT R Z R Z FE. 2= AR JE 58 ] Spathiana 1,
B R RSO IRE B R R
HEAYKSE . 25 B i — S R KL FE 2 54
B R T T R A AR e ) 4
23 [ S A B L HLSs = AR RS R 08 AR TR
BRIEHAT W AIVEZ R 24, X RES RRE R E
I8 P TV PR R BT A 2 AR OC , ol S = £
A REIR 2 1 A AE WY &2 95 (Twitchett and Bar-
ras,2004).

W = & R A i 22 5, U8 P 35t 30 fn e .
U I Arenicolites =48 Y FI 9 Thalas-
sinoides RS IN, B R 2 U L IE & £ 6 & i
Rhizocorallium ML= F LAY 55 Planolites Fl
Palaeophycus , MM J&5 s&/NE Chondrites , i J5 /2 Ji {E
W Skolithos . Diplocraterion K1 K & Chondrites
(Twitchett and Barras, 2004 ; Barras and Twitch-
ett,2007 ; Mander et al.,2008), 0] LLF& H g = & it
KRR U e Z 5 AW ) T B SR AAT S >0 M L) g
VR F VU R i D

W P 6 TR A T 2 ) a8t 30 Al A 78 SRS
A B RS ER AT R PR A 5 G 1 R B Y 5t 30 Ak A T
5,9t HAE Thalassinoides = #EVE7CH K BT 414K
FR 2R R JOURE L U I 4R o 7 A 8 ABORE ) B 3 DL AR
HEA B A ¥ % 7 B (Rodriguez-Tovar, 2005). K-Pg
FHEKS o ny B2 A7 35 8 Ak A 2 R TR AR
A BB E AT BB Chondrites » 46k 5 2 I
A AT 22 A 1 SO R B 2 K 2 SR 1 22 A K
L LB UL W TR B B . A Planolites |
Thalassinoides . Zoophycos Hl Chondrites J F
(Rodriguez-Tovar and Uchman, 2008; Rodriguez-

Tovar et al.,2010).

(4) 358 0 1 9 19 52 7] [R] G A AN [m) 3 3 B3k 43
Bral LAE s A 5 RO K 4 = 1F 2 ) 3t A 7%
HE 3 A ISP ) A — W 1 S A R K e i 2 ) s
IR Vi 2 0 1) I T i L WG DR e R = A R
R 2t A 35t 8 A Ve S O 1) IR ] R W g A 1 F-F
S35 08 v 104 52 7 N ) A 0 A e S RO
ot i R Vs 0 52 O B KO Ho 28 st i A VR 2
2 I ] B 4 RS2 e 1 2R 48 P o AV 2 25 R G 5 T
B0 R IR DL SR 4 = i 2 R R

it GG AR 5 YR K At R i 1Y 35t
e ZAEPE R R AR R Ak A R B A )
A7 2T PERN TG B SR s Y A2 4k (B D L T LUE R B A
5 IRKR KA F A 2 J5 38 78 Ak A0 % K 4 5y
G 17 o RISt 8 A AT o3 53 B 2 PR MR B AR R
SR 2 B AN ) R BE 104 11 555, 38t 8 Ak A 28 0 < B TE] 1Y
S IR AN /INF L DA 4 5[] 3 A ) = 4 2 (8] J A
AT B3 52 J 1) [ R A S ) 4, R 8 A T F-F
<3 | N =8 | D S X ) = | R = & i1
A7 (Planolites) UL S 4 7 23 48, B i 4011 35t 306 16 A1
(Chondrites) #3556 5 I3 W5 7 45 i IR AT HLAE TS 4
A8 A 7 A AL 2 S SCAE W 1 BT I A 8 R R S
f4: ( Sheehan and Hansen, 1986; Sheehan et al.,
1996) . i 40 1 A= ) 70 Bk S R 2 i Y B g 3 TORK
Y2 R R FF g — &
TR KA S 2 5 AT 1 7 3 BV ORI = 4 7 /X
WK TR I R K A A Z R IR AR S RET T
N 4 3] = A s ] 4 B bR A S i e S st
o0 ZHREPEBCA B R, HE 0 T 28 270,
X5 A ER R R 0 L R Bl an TR AR S A R X
VTR AL IR 2 R AR A A U OC R
(Wignall and Twitchett,2002).

3 AR5 R

il 1 A AT FE TR IR A A 5 AR 5 ROK 4
FF B DG FE R 28 B K 48 5 PRI JA Y
BB A A 2R R TR R AR R IR I A A S R Y
AT o I PE R B SRS A S A, R B AR R S IR
KRR 4 F AR I 3850 A A0 73 S BE L 2 BE R R CE
TR/ EEHR 32 B AN [ F B2 B0 1 355 5 et Ak £ 28l i
TR0 N 1 N2 NN e 1 o e
TF1) R A | DA T 5010 52 3% £ I A 0K O 38 38 A A7 3 %
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