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Abstract: The study of position-specific isotopes in natural gas propane is an emerging hotspot in

petroleum geochemistry. This review summarizes advancements in analytical techniques for

determining position-specific isotope compositions of propane in natural gas and and examines the

controlling mechanisms of position-specific isotope distributions in natural gases. The approach

provides a novel means to trace hydrocarbon generation pathways, expulsion-retention processes and

secondary alteration.By applying position-specific isotope signatures of propane desorbed from

source rock, refined gas source correlation can be achieved, especially in basins with multiple

adjacent source rock intervals. In summary, position-specific isotopes of propane provide a powerful

tool for elucidating the formation, evolution, and alteration processes of natural gases. Further

studies should integrate experimental and modeling approaches to extend its application to more

complex geological systems.
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KGR A B S IR SR, T LK RN SR A NS 5 oL <, 12 T
VA B, KRR SR A S SRS A SUREE THZ —, g sk a m AL
FRARCE T REE RN ARIFE I 2 N T R ARS8 R 25 Y ) H (Stahl and Carey, 1975; James,
1983; Schoell, 1983; James, 1990; Dai, 1992; Xu et al., 2006). FEEMIRFLA MBS, LB T bk
[ 2% 4L ) 52 AR 57 31 43 7 A [ 288 (Gao et al., 2016; Gilbert et al., 2016; Piasecki et al.,
2016a; Liu et al., 2018). fELLE 5 K, R GO B4 P A o SR U ERAL At ST R IE T A
e B R SV [ R A BORAR T S F I FEAL E AR (2D ST 1 E ML R A, Haets
TE EALRAE T UL I S TR0 2 X s R e T SO AL, S HE AN R AL B ik
e R RAR G HZEE, ZENFRIEEH Acr{E5 SP {H(Piasecki et al., 2018; Gilbert et al.,
2019; Liu et al., 2019; Xie et al., 2020; Li et al., 2021; Gilbert et al., 2022; Li et al., 2022a; Li and
Horita, 2022; Li et al., 2022b; Zhang et al., 2022; Liu et al., 2023b; Shuai et al., 2023; Shuai et al.,
2024; Wang et al., 2024) o A SRR IR Fe A B R 57 1 500 38 2H O B AR [ Py 3828 5 <
LR R SRR S5 T B AR N R S HEREAT R R AR SO A AR R A SR LA A
ATRGAGN G , A b7 B AR 5 P [T 38 2 PE R AR BRI I — 20 1 P SR 2 1
S5
1. behr By 7t AR AR E AR &k R 5
1.1 A ERE S B Re 5 R AR H B AR B R R

b5 HERAL 22 MR EOR ) R e, RGN S5 22 AT b B IRMS R (Gao et al., 2016). 15
SR A7 R L 1% (HR-IRMS) 45 A (Piasecki et al., 2016a). M itk - 24 AR - A €% - R 7 &K Eb
R (GC-Py-GC-IRMS) A (Gilbert et al., 2016; Li et al., 2018) % 5& EAZHEILIR (¢-NMR)H A
(Liu et al., 2018) &SI 17 0 IR AR r I Joe . B8 AR S A1k [ 57 3 2L A 1 U0 5

Gao et al. (2016)1N FH i 5 16 22 AT AL BRI IRMS BEARTF & T R AR b T4 e Aor B S 1k e [
PEER AN E o %A AR B B S S A 5 TS e S A 2- B . 2- TR 225 R S AL A TR
P38 3 BT SRS A R R o R TR e R 2 R 1) B AA B[R] o7 25 2H BT Rl o, ATl v B 3R B
Pk B 4 kRIS R 4. Piasecki et al. (2016a) M ] HR-IRMS £i A, 8 /047 A Je £E HL 1
Sl B I R AR R B T I R AL R AL, R E A B AR R R R A, OHRE R
(AL R R FE SO SR B 21 1) TR A7 2R 00 R AT HE 5401 IS TR P (R 32 2 57
1M Gilbert et al. (2016)7 & | GC-Py-GC-IRMS £ ARAELBEAT RAR S A e A B4 S5 P Rl A 2 4l
FRATIIE « RIVRE S — G O G AT /0B, B NSRS AT 2840, AR IR N
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BB g B, o B IR R AL 2 L ST R e AL 2R 2 I E - PR e S
CRER E PR R B, 17 0 D) ER P R R S T R R B DR . ZE SRR b, s H T
SREU BEOT B S MR AL R R ZOTIERTELRIAT %, MM T EED. (1R, hid=
Pl 77 V2 T S TE [N 3R B0 05 20 0, T S M A e S B PR e o7, 8 S ) A9 3 2L FURFALE o
Liu et al. (2018)#57 | N q-NMR FiAR I @ N bifr B e 7 i = R A R A I E AR, 4
SRR (595%) fERALPENERAEIFRE NMR LK, KA TSR L5
FRARNAL A - F 54 e B Sk RO R A RRAE . %07 VE 8 T IR IR, A R /30 3 ) fb
SRS 22 5 DX oy AR AT R, G T R 3R B, 12T VR Bl TR ot T SR K (4] TmmoD),
ATACERRAR S 2%, BR 7 HAE R AR b (gt — B s LA

1.2 GC-Py-GC-IRMS HARKBE— BRI

Li et al. (2018)7F GC-Py-GC-IRMS Hi AR [ 3&at F it 47 78— b kudt, il BC fmid ke
ZURSEIO TR T 5 b R N [ ER TR R A AR T AR IR BR R TR . B
TR 813C AE AN R R S S BR AT I 3T R A, AT N GC-Py-GC-IRMS HiARBEAT TR IE .
AT AR q-NMR ARSI T A e B R M 1R A7 32 R TE AR A, (E% 07 v i A FE 4 2
PR R SR B K HIRI A . T GC-Py-GC-C-IRMS # AR B SEHL T 74 e A B A 5 1k R AL 22
IR IEAE LRI e, (HA KRR FE P AZAERIAL K 4018, Liu et al. (2023a)%7 b T g-NMR Al
GC-Py-GC-IRMS HARMAK R IR A Be s B Rr S b R A7 AL S 45 R 45 RE W, q-NMR #
AL GC-Py-GC-IRMS i ARTE M & R ARSI Fedr B AE 5 PE RO 22 21 B (R E AR X R e 1 22 57
T T RV FE GC-Py-GC-IRMS WAL FE 07 B8 A e 2 [F) 7 36 2H A7 AE AR 8 1) [ S 36 4
FT I, Liuetal (2023a)%) GC-Py-GC-IRMS Jlli8H ok [FI 7 2B 08T e TR IE . [FIR, BF
L5 IRR I T AIF GC-Py-GC-IRMS R4t A RR I 73 18 R A E M B2 7, SRR, &
B K R B R A R A K
QLRAB[P AL B R IEFAM RS W FPEERI) 1R =0 ?

AT NTFRE T RS F 3T P B8, BB T A g b o 2 T i 7 TR G T BRI 1)
71(Webb and Miller, 2014; Piasecki et al., 2016b). Kt 7T P [FEAL 2 AL T # )2 P, Hoy
FHHER (20 SHEKR (2D MEERBEREZRIASTRE (B 2) o 88, EBFHX
Liu et al. (2019)F1 Zhao et al. (2020)3% F q-NMR $: R 3K 3E [E Arkoma %3 Woodford 1 %S,
FNEE 5 5% M B 35 Eagle Ford TUA A Be A B A S ME B L IR 7 32 A BUEAE HEAT T 0 M, 5 94
TIEEPETRENEAT T R (B 1) o G5 REW], USRS 0 I be 7 B Ry S R R A ik
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Fig.1 Comparison of position-specific carbon and hydrogen isotope compositions of propane from US
shale gases with thermodynamic equilibrium models.
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Fig.2 Comparison of position-specific carbon isotope compositions of propane from natural gas in
Chinese sedimentary basins with thermodynamic equilibrium models.
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LR E R TR b . EIRIENIE L R R NV R C-C SR AR E ST
OB BRI R BN S 5 RN 7 ) A A R R 5 3 ke b, BT 3 B0 R P e S LR
VERR AL 2R 0 TR L. — 0TS, BR-BREEIT R R, X — M I 7 B B B R AR
) 77553 VRN, i H A <08 AR B S U L AT B 55 0 IR 2 (RS2 3R 30 0 5 3 VRN (Tang et all,
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Fig.3 Reaction pathways and position-specific carbon isotope fractionation during propane

generation via organic matter cracking

AT NBIFFAR W], ISR R AR S B v SR AR AR B P e A [R] A7 2 2 ) T ) Rayleigh 7318
R (Rooney et al., 1995). 7E LAY F, Liu et al.(2023)5 % P4 %5¢ F 1l iy 9 A2 1 o s = A sk
FIRLRAN S SINT C-C WY N e AR 3 = ANk IR 1 (1 [FA 3 40 R 8, RN
Rayleigh 73T, RLLNHIR 1 A B PRI A o SRR AR ol A e 40 A7 8 e e Pk [ 57 3R 4 BRI A
Liu et al.(2024) 5 Wang et al.(2024) R 45 A [7] R 3L B AR A AL (R AL 2R AL BURFAE, 20 A 1
Y R0 55 5 5 R B AR AR AR AR R PR e ) VR AR Y, R0 1 AN [ s R AR T P o PR S B AR S M o [
RrERA . BSE, FIRBR R B kA T AR R 1 TR I A A g =B SR 1 IR R AL e —
B, MABEAREE A T B B[R 3R G50 ) 22 7 PT Re o S I D Joe o7 8 4 S M [R5 R 4H B Tagucchi et
al., 2025). [Nk, AR AR R Ut P .

3.2 WEEWHSAHER S F AL REE

AT IR IE SR 2 it kRGBS HUOR B L D)1 Z DL R v 7t v i AR AR
SO T ke B J 1 AT & 4H 0 HT (Liu et al., 2023b; Wang et al., 2024). 45 2% 7 AH
AR S e B A RN R AR R 2 R . o, ks 2 R SR SR S I Act
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7



R T HZH TR 3N )il .

] R el 2 R AR AR e 6 A e PR R 3R 2 B B T SO L ] 4 T
T T AR T 2L T i S TR 255 1 2 )9 A R O F I T 5 ) R (VS AL R . [RIIE, 7E T B AR AR
PO R R A RN T BRI, MTITER Acr /N T 0 I KE . BEE T EEAR S ALFR AL
RISG N, PIBOE B AR B R AR LBt — 2P 4 &, TIbE Acr R NIEE. RS
A RS e T U AP B B 25 5 o X TR s R B BER AR RN & HIR R
DLS TR 5 S ST A% A =, oA B v 1) 58 7R 22 307 2t DR SR SR ot T e T S A DA By DA T
P S RLEE AR ERHIE . BEAh, B8 BOR MR R R AR SUm 25 1 BT SR, 5T AT
JRIIEATE 430-450°C AR SLI 45 R4 (Basy Ro N 2.3-2.7%) , AJRERIA T H& T =
ORI AR o BIR /D BORIIEE 7 Hb XL IR 390 8 TR AR ST ot T F i AR T g S T A 2 R A R R 1
RAE, AR BEARE i BB FEIZ 1 8" C eentral 153 A1 Y I 1AL MR BE BN 83 Creminal (o 52
AL, A HLDY )1 Fth R AR ST ot R I g LA T PR 6 e 7 A4 A T FRARRALE T G AR ot i 12 17 %
IRZLARREAY, AHFEAAFE T 8" Coentral 37 V8 FEAH XS B N 8" Crerminal (AR TR AN 35 o X AT
BRSOk R A A SURHIE, FIRE S R A g A G, AR I 3.

-10
— 100% 57 2RI P >§13C £
= —25% ERHTS% AR et = Seeie 0
- 50% 5 R 3 KR ~OF
- 25% 5 R HKIE q
1--- 100% IEFEHEFRHE
D S
O
=
_ 204 g
] S
-
=
Q
o
[Ze]
—30 4
F=0
A0+ 7T T T T T 7
-50 45 40 35 30 25 20 -15 -10 -5 0
13 0,
o Ccentral (/00)

B 4 JERLS A e r B Ak e 4 R 62 38 2 RRARFAE
Fig.4 Position-specific isotopic composition of propane in coal-type gases
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TRE () A2 B 42 5 7 B R S M TR L 3R AP AT o 8 o S LA 7 A Ak MR BB B
SCREAH 2 GETE AR )T, TIBETE R AT 22 M T B AT A T A oy IE TR R R AT, TRIBE T I
T ELS) )75 R 3R 53 TR AUNAR A ATE R R B TR AR S R R e, ST RGO R e TR R
RIS . IR, B TR s W i SCRE L, T B AR SR I T2 o S B R0 A e 1
HDTHR, 38 A B T AT 2 A M P B AR U B IE R BT, ANy I T e A A S
M [ 57 3 AL ) S 2 B R o T A AT v -1 G BY B (R R SR T 68 Ac-r 22 FR IR SR (Ac1<0),
i N NS AR B e & B M (Shuai et al., 2023; Li et al., 2024). A BT F£(Xia and
Gao, 2024) LL S T B AR 75 #4061 F2(Li et al., 2026)F K.
4. e R R R

=AU U (R AR A O B RS AR B SRR RS R, IR ZI 50 TS
(RIS A S 70 5 TR RO BRAL SRR AE o (BB DU FR 48 A A HIL DT SR AR A B PR U 4 i
VA WES, H ki WhtARRER—PRE, WICESW TR RECES Ear4ERrE 093 &
Ai(Xia, 2014). SRT, SLBRULIN b iy id B AR TUS U R 08 B 0.95(Milkov et al.,
2020), X — BRI SCRR T 2 SR AR A TUE SO SO B IR SCBERE I . B R FRIR RCR 1
P, TUSRTE IR R T R S 2B R, AR OUHZ G35 R ) 1
Tk [R1 457 2% 2H i U 3% 25 45 B (Tian et al., 2012; Gai et al., 2019; Song et al., 2022) . &S A= AL ER
KB, R HRAE LT B AR R AR U 2 A R (Xia et al., 2013). B T-HER IS 2 B4R 4% T 1%
MRS I 2R S LU, TRIGEAE IR R B A e, AT B R e MR 5] 5 R AL T 1R
AN R S HER R 1A A

Song et al. (2025 )il J& i Ve L TUA (8] P 5 2 3 P AR R B s (B 6) , RIS
HEH A RO BB RO 3R AR AT B 2 5. MR RT, BT IR
=, Acr fHAE BT 19.3%0 )5 L] A5, BIFEHEEE L 8.5%0, H. 8"°Cs 5 8" Coentral #5125
IR kA 1310 AHEZ TN, PR Acr (HN 2R BB, kK EFAE 1.69. XFf
[FIA7 Z AR IE R ZE 5, DRI DU R R B PAVESR G T 0k . B, SRR 2 i bk
7 TUAMAEAE S Arkoma 75 Woodford TUE S A DY )1 | 7 4 s aze #h Xl E5 I8 41 U8 <) kB 7
A 166 1.64 5 1.57, HRFEFE A RFFE: 170001 20K 7 1 X e B34 TUs < k
BN 1.36, M5 R T RS s: B, FRFER RIE 5% TS REMTTRIETS 5.
Wiy AR B MSTAESE A BV &, 80 R 1 e B i R AL 3 AE UM TUE R HRRL R 7
T 1) B B )
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Fig.6 Evolution of position-specific isotopic composition in propane under varying system conditions(a)
and linear fitting (b) (Song et al.,2025)

S RB[RAEBUE LT ER
5.1 RRSUENIFER

TR DR A AR R R RS I I AR 0 A Fl 2 — (Kniemeyer et al., 2007; Li et al.,
2019). AR A EAMANE 22 U8 RAR SR A 20 7 S i AL R 3 4 BURFAE (Musat et al., 2025),
T 25 AR IR 28 2 SR 5 A Rt B SR PR M o R AR A8 R A A At 5 AR S SR e
T MTARSKREMN S, EIMEMREAMN KRR ESISRN S ESERIK, FfRHA
oA . BT R T AR PR A A [ B b e B AN [ S R e, R/
R : C3>n-Cs>n-Cs>i-Cs>i-Ca>>neo-Cs(Meng et al., 2017). Ik, H 5 R BE SRR [F) 67 2 40
R ER A IR R A R . SR, R AR AR BT, AR AP TR ot AR iR 5] 7 3%
AR, T B RAIE R RE . R, VR AR P AR A I R U A 2
2, e BRI R 25 RS F VG BRI A B . STk, S RO R AR S E IR
AT IR TR 2 8 UL 50 DR AR B s BRI 28 R 5 ARt Lt 7 28 O A 2

PRE 507 FP R OB B oA, T R R T PR B o . A TR, PR 2
Dip A (Xia and Gao, 2024). [FI, KT IR P i 72 B W AL B BB . Jaekel
et al. (2014)5 Gilbert et al. (2019)JF /& T Nk REAEA LSS, 45 K T AL Lok R 240
Jilt i 5 A A ) PR AR SR A 4 T R A T A i B U AR PR R R . Wang et al. (2024) B
Rayleigh 73 (RIS AY S 37 T falt AR 400 DR B S A Je 2 v 0 4 AT e A [ A7 8 1 ik [ A7 3 2L RS AR A e 4
BRI R AL MRS FR o o, TR T BB 5 B A B (813Centra-813Ca) FIZRMEI &
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RERIBE N 2.58, Kt HILRR 5 AR (51Crermina-0'3Ca) LRI AR R B N 0.22,
Py JEA, Wang et al. (2024)%5 £ g 284 SR R AR SGB0HH UAE ) IR B E R TR T 258
S e WTERR 2 Mt G Z RN S R S R AT, FL A T PR e R R ) 7 3R
20 155 PR BRI IR 3 2 RSP e PEADL B ) 26 5 AL IX IR, R A HL TR 4 0 W S8 R ik
PR EAGIS AR o T VS 2 e VAT S 8 S R T P i/ PR i ) 7 3% 2L R PRI D45 A2 3 31
2.35 5 0.32, VU 7 25 S Ti] 25 I AL S TR o . R R/ PR R )8 32 R S TR e B AR R I A6 3
SRR LA RIS HN 243 5 0.28, FIRFHAZH A S FE R MR & RER S TAEY)
PRAAGEA B BEE, PIKETT A LB AT W B R 3R AR AE . 45 A HH s 5, 4R
T VT A T AT M) B 5 D 1| 2 b 25 R VAT ZE AR AR o R AR R A [ R T A P IR S A A
i

5.2 RALFERBREEE XM (TSR) &

TSR A& YU b R AR IR B L — oA AT FH (Seewald, 2003), 123 #2  AE 78 i (i
H>120°C) %A%~ BR S SRR R A A —i8 )5 I N A2 B HaS AT CO2(Worden et al., 1995;
Cai et al.,, 2022), ZidFE 2 35 OB R AR SIL 20 ORI R R AFAE,  fHFR AR IR T HEAR 1)
TR R AR, AL R FE bR U LB A& H TSR IR 1 B FE A5 (Cai et al., 2013; Liu et
al., 2013). SRT, RS0 5T FARBRE RO AR AR IEJEAT SO LURS, ATREES TSR 45 5 A4
FH 0 28 in e i i 7= A i

ST TSR WM S, TKEA A B RS A1 055 R 156 L A7 E B SR 22 55, 17 0 FR R et d
N2 5 TSR i F2E(Xia and Gao, 2024). Liu et al. (2025b) A TS0 /R L 7 M B R 26 N
B HoS WK, 2650 7 Joe A B RS S M R 3 MR AR 7R 17 TSR 6 e R 3 43
PRI, >y TSR AR P be s 2 A A7 B ek AR A T B BEEdE . PRI, TSR X
P 531 AT 83 A 2 A Rk %, SEAN ) T 4804 S R 1 B e ) PO BT, 380 TSR
D53 R R PR e IV PR R ) 7 R (B FA 11.9%o, T AC S 0 S FD [ o7 22 B M (R A 0 B, A
MR Acr B L 44.7%0. [RINY, AT FEHIRH] 1 P BERT B JRR [ A7 21 2 A AE TSR 1 fE A
HREME, RRRSEUF AR TSR MIIRABs, BRI AT DAVE 3B i i %2 TSR B 1 R AR U5 A
REFRIFE AT SEFR bR o 1% — IR 1A GelR A 2 M BRAL 4 B SRR, v 8 44 i i Hh R AR S
R IR AR At T 38 1 DB R T B
5.3 &RAMNLTE

E A Mn.Fe &8 70K 2 DVEMYIE XAFE THUE B, /T S ke R A S —i8 S5 s 8L,
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H= ) 3 BORARBRECAE NI . AR AR (MBS, 2023) o HIF AT 1 A0, S BRI S
TEMSEREANR SRR AE RN —IE R B (RS, 2024) o AT ATRFEHER T
HEDES R 2 N =B 40 1 SR AL 2 P B AR B R i A5 Bk TR A 2R 2 =& Min e EREUL
e BT 5 80(Hu et al., 2018).  FHF Pk A 565 W0 FR 6 S By PR I 22 5, HLPE & R e pb i F
SRR B B RIS R M. DRSS (2023) S EOR ZH e IR 8 SR I e b B R
SR EWAERARRAESBEATRE. XN TE&ECRN S, MR ENERSS
B & o3 FANE R S 22 5, AT W] e 3 SO AE e A R H S [ 1R o7 B R S 1 R o 34
TN, BRI, 752455 4 R S ARG, BN R AL A5 10 43 8 o SR A A e
AR AL B AR S PR R AL 3R A0 R E AT A TR M 2 4 8 S A R S AR SR L (R 7 FoRs B
Pro
6. R SREH SRR L 5B ERM A

AUES LR R IR TR U 1R WL BEITR R SR 5 00 RIEAT SR G X L AT, 4
WU R AR SRR 5ok R . 5 A TF R R SIEN LU e rp, @ i KRR RS AL S P 25 1)
FARPR 5 RUE BT X LG, AT AR R SR SURURRHE . 28T, Sl ahh AR 5 2 BRI
HIZR, HAWURRB A S AE BT . ik, SRS RAR A o el fa s RN &
2H S IR A S 2H A RAE BB IX 3 R AR SR SR 2 5 s B, (B TCVE B 140 2 12 R IR U
R DR o T SRR IR P AR B R R S RAFE IR UEE N, HREE BRI A A8
AR S S . N AE 2R SR R AR e B T SRBURR U BB (B 7D,
Je TR Joe o B e IR S 3% 43 T 95 R AR PR e 6 B A e A ) 82 3R 2L T X L 7, AT
W DL E R R RS 5 R TR SR G R R

it — > K1
= @)
);1_}”.;.".'.'—} —

3 95 38 1 1

} 7SI AT IF

738 ) 5K 4]
_d
I 01
XL v
(G . L .
e ——
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U TR R

B 7 JRIRE I R IR B AR B (B E Liu et al. (20252))
Fig.7 Scheme of thermal desorption apparatus(modified from Liu et al.(2025a)
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Liu et al. (2025a)LAREIG IR RIE RIBIEE NN R, WEP REE /GBS
(Jib) « =TI (Iis) FAIPTEILAES Ux) =EEREIE TR T RG0S P B 1
WHTL . B 8 Syt b ok 21 2R S 2R AR5 (10 A I PR PR e AR i i 5 e T e 1) 7 3 2HL Bl o [B] 7R 9
F, GREFWT Iib. Dis Al Ix ZBIERBIEA N LE R BLEARAFE—E 25, W T Tk
DI Ib M Dis RIS E, HIBRE AL AR E 2 1 IE SRR I otk 1 k2P R
Iox JEURE BT BB LT AR ER S SRt A SR B . FIRGRERIR T =EE R RIS
TEEARM 450 EAAE R . Fo, Dox JRUESA T Db A1 Jis RIS BAA T8 2 (M SCRESE . T
TS SNSRI T R RD S Ib M Iis el e A2 KAEED T, A
2 K E 451 (Feng et al., 2025). FABE PR A P e (07 B 4 57 1k (R 82 26 BT ARER (M BE R AK 4 251
72 52 FLREE S THRG AR NS B IR A

=20

6 " Cterminal (%0)

PR 7 —— 100% P HER
s ; — = 5% 5P AE+25% IE Lok IE
32 /,/ ; - - - 50% 5P AE+S0% I PSR

» ,’. = ---100% 1EFHH

pa / & L EALR if:

34 4 - N Q ST iR
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Fig.8 8> Ccentral VS. > Cterminal Of propane in natural gases and thermally desorbed gases from the
Jurassic source rocks of the Turpan-Hami Basin
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Fig.9 Three-dimensional scatter plot showing the position-specific isotopic composition of propane in
natural gases and thermally desorbed gases from the Jurassic source rocks of the Turpan-Hami Basin
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