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Abstract: Northwestern Vietnam tectonically is an important part of the eastern Tethyan orogenic belt and this terrain has re-
corded the amalgamation history of the Indochina and South China blocks. Tectonic provenance of the terrain plays a key role
for constraints on the location of the suture between these two blocks in NW Vietnam. In this study, detrital zircon ages of the
Sinh Quyen Formation as part of the Paleo- to Meso-Proterozoic basement rocks in NW Vietnam are reported for discussion of
sedimentary sources and tectonic province of the basement. The rock formation is composed mainly of felsic paragneiss and mig-
matite. One hundred and sixteen zircon grains separated from three felsic paragneiss samples were analyzed by the LA-ICP-MS
U-Pb dating method. Results of a total of 123 analytical spots demonstrate that crystallization ages of the detrital zircons mainly
cluster around ~1. 8 Ga with minor ~2. 2 Ga to ~3. 0 Ga, indicating Paleoproterozoic basement rocks as major sedimentary
sources of the Sinh Quyen Formation. Basement rocks in northwestern Vietnam are similar to old basements in South China in
formation time and so it can be proposed that the Sinh Quyen Formation is of the South China affinity or originated from crustal
material of the South China block. Part of detrital zircon grains record ~250 Ma metamorphic overgrowth in the rim, probably
related to the collision of South China and Indochina blocks and therefore recording the paleo-Tethyan orogenic event.
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Fig. 2 Microstructure photographies of paragneisses {from the Sinh Quyen Formation
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Fig. 3 Cathodoluminescence images of typical zircon grains of paragneisses from the Sinh Quyen Formation
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Table 1 Zircon ages of felsic paragneisses from the Sinh Quyen Formation

Pb* U - (Ma)
(1076)  (10°%) Th/U 206 P /238 207 Ph /235 J 207 Pp /206 Py 206 Pp /238 7] 207 Pty /235 ] 207 Pp /206 Py
V0759
01 631 1119 0. 50 0.476 8450 11.13+12 0.169 4417 2513 2534 2552
02 242 671 0.31 0.303 8432 4. 675449 0.111 611 1710 1763 1826
03 252 709 0. 29 0.301 2432 4.615449 0.111 1411 1697 1752 1818
04 168 455 0.31 0.312 1433 4. 785451 0. 1112411 1751 1782 1819
05 220 404 0.25 0. 450 2447 9.7914104 0.157 8416 2396 2415 2432
06 250 442 0. 08 0.477 7450 11.73+12 0.178 1418 2517 2583 2635
07 262 452 0.07 0.489 9452 12. 1714 0.180 2419 2570 2618 2655
08 235 1040 0. 94 0.251 7430 3.342493 0. 096 3+29 1447 1491 1554
09 159 394 0.59 0.314 5435 4. 866181 0.112 2422 1763 1796 1835
10 83 216 0. 57 0.296 5133 4.337+77 0.106 1+22 1674 1700 1733
11 329 587 0.38 0. 448 647 9. 8884103 0.159 9416 2389 2424 2454
12 462 1135 0. 65 0.317 0433 4.914451 0.1124411 1775 1805 1839
13 423 2191 0.12 0.167 2417 3.018+32 0.1309420 996 1412 2110
14 182 450 0.75 0.3100432 4.810%51 0.112 6412 1740 1787 1841
15 240 462 0. 33 0.449 3+48 9. 906109 0.159 9417 2392 2426 2455
16 129 141 1.82 0.548 3+58 15.53+£168 0. 205 4+22 2818 2848 2870
17 337 1036 1. 16 0.297 9431 4.702452 0.114 5412 1681 1768 1871
18 416 1034 0.70 0.309 0432 4. 819450 0.113 1411 1736 1788 1850
19 199 519 0. 41 0.310 9433 4. 869470 0.113 6420 1745 1797 1858
20 433 1712 0. 16 0. 220 3433 3.348+38 0.110 2417 1283 1492 1803
21 350 1020 0. 80 0.247 2428 3.301£73 0.096 8+24 1424 1481 1564
22 364 892 0. 87 0.303 2432 4. 696149 0.112 311 1707 1767 1838
23 253 725 0.15 0. 305 8+32 4. 694449 0.1113%11 1720 1766 1821
24 507 1008 0. 50 0. 430 747 9. 3234114 0.157 0419 2309 2370 2423
25 382 1062 0. 61 0. 286 8432 4. 289473 0.108 5422 1626 1691 1774
26 496 1186 0. 99 0.301 7432 4. 717449 0.11344+11 1700 1770 1854
27 441 1198 0. 82 0. 305 8435 4. 582493 0.108 7425 1720 1746 1777
28 393 845 1.71 0.302 8432 4. 734450 0.1134+12 1705 1773 1854
29 558 1520 0.47 0.309 3+32 4. 943453 0.1159+12 1737 1810 1894
30 416 1409 0. 99 0.209 3+24 3.193+70 0.110 7427 1225 1456 1810
31 650 1517 0.17 0.357 8437 7.291+81 0.147 8423 1972 2148 2321
32 513 2155 0.17 0. 206 3421 2.991+£35 0.105 2416 1209 1405 1717
33 215 333 0.21 0.517 8454 13.40+16 0.187 7429 2690 2708 2722
34 429 870 0. 08 0.411 5442 10. 3611 0.182 7426 2222 2468 2677
35 171 468 0.25 0.309 1432 4. 769460 0.1119+18 1736 1779 1831
36 602 1458 0.81 0.301 2434 4. 422490 0.106 5425 1697 1716 1740
V0760
01 542 1290 0. 69 0.327 2437 5. 047492 0.111 9418 1825 1827 1830
02 854 2168 0.74 0.297 0432 6. 33467 0.154 6425 1677 2023 2398
03 245 972 0. 55 0.197 4422 2.473+49 0. 090 9424 1161 1264 1443
04 135 355 0. 35 0. 3225435 4. 970455 0.111 8415 1802 1814 1828
05 159 438 0.02 0. 336 0435 5.424+57 0.117 1421 1867 1889 1912
06 392 1104 0.03 0. 3256134 5.180+54 0.11544+12 1817 1849 1 886
07 223 688 0.48 0.274 1430 4.173+46 0.1104417 1562 1669 1806
08 109 280 0.51 0.316 3136 4. 755479 0.109 0417 1772 1777 1783
09 297 732 0. 86 0. 3051433 4. 668451 0.111 0411 1716 1761 1816
10 239 539 1.12 0.317 2435 4. 920454 0.1125411 1776 1 806 1841
11 309 929 0. 24 0.289 0432 4. 443457 0.111 5419 1636 1720 1824
12 278 803 0. 25 0.3029433 4.598450 0.110 1411 1706 1749 1802
13 334 1017 0.14 0.291 1431 4. 332446 0.107 9411 1647 1699 1765
14 545 1531 0. 15 0.314 2433 4. 838450 0.111 7411 1761 1792 1827
15 277 1681 0.21 0.142 2415 2.072422 0.105 7411 852 1103 1639
16 194 576 0. 20 0.293 0431 4.400448 0.108 9412 1653 1699 1755
17 371 1273 0.15 0. 2550427 3.891442 0.110 7412 1457 1579 1747
18 525 1502 0.17 0.307 9432 4.733449 0.111 5411 1730 1773 1824
19 404 1655 0. 15 0.216 2423 3.209+33 0.107 611 1259 1446 1732
20 139 363 0.24 0.328 1435 5.193£57 0.114 8+12 1825 1833 1843
21 459 1252 0.15 0.323 4434 5. 055452 0.11344+11 1803 1817 1833
22 456 1422 0.15 0.284 1430 4. 334446 0.110 6411 1610 1692 1796
23 591 1740 0. 14 0.302 7432 4. 682449 0.112 1411 1705 1764 1834
24 458 1295 0. 14 0.3138433 4, 847451 0.1120+11 1757 1782 1812
25 430 1369 0.13 0.281 0430 4. 254449 0.109 8+12 1595 1680 1788
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1
Ph* U (Ma)
10-5) (105 Th/U —5 Pb/2%U 207 Pl /2851 207 P}, /206 P, 206 Pl /2381 207 ply /25 207 Py /206 P,
V0760
26 492 1593 0.15 0.315 2433 4, 887+51 0.1124+12 1763 1786 1813
27 509 1490 0.13 0.3051+32 4. 738+49 0.1126+11 1717 1774 1842
28 238 647 0. 22 0.3207+33 4, 960+53 0.1122+12 1793 1813 1835
29 563 1553 0.19 0.3183+33 5.038453 0.114 8+12 1779 1817 1861
30 444 1333 0. 14 0.298 1+31 4, 618+48 0.112 4411 1682 1752 1838
31 149 203 0. 65 0. 520 6456 14,7947 0.206 1423 2679 2762 2823
32 452 1107 0. 04 0.3395435 8.403+88 0.1795+18 1 880 2265 2634
33 237 660 0.02 0.316 0+35 5. 142474 0.1180+17 1766 1826 1894
34 615 1280 0.13 0.399 4+42 8.510489 0.154 6+16 2163 2278 2 384
35 616 1797 0. 08 0. 290 9+30 5. 766160 0.143 8+ 14 1645 1939 2270
36 124 173 0. 56 0. 530 2+55 14, 30+15 0.195 6420 2742 2770 2790
37 450 1389 0.18 0.3110+32 4, 841450 0.112 9411 1746 1792 1 846
38 262 534 0.15 0.399 2442 9. 270498 0.168 4417 2160 235 2522
39 133 194 0. 56 0.5250%56 13.95+16 0.1928+21 2720 27461 2766
40 226 408 0. 15 0.454 1448 10. 09£11 0.161 1417 2412 2439 2462
41 160 248 0. 31 0.494 7452 12. 95414 0. 189 8420 2582 2657 2716
42 185 302 0.17 0. 491 0+51 11.93%+12 0.176 0+18 2572 2591 2 606
43 763 2626 0.21 0.2327+24 5.073+52 0.158 2416 1342 1807 2 397
44 46 59 0. 61 0. 556 977 15. 98+32 0. 208 0142 2 854 2 875 2 890
45 356 1039 0.16 0. 286 9430 4. 593+49 0.116 1+12 1617 1710 1 826
46 587 1333 0.52 0.037 2404 0.537+06 0.104 8+11 1789 1814 1866
47 445 1707 0. 25 0.2158+22 3.281434 0.1103+11 1260 1477 1 804
48 541 1448 0.15 0.314 6433 4, 889+51 0.11274+12 1758 1777 1801
49 426 1716 0.23 0. 269 8+28 4, 380+49 0.117 7413 1522 1630 1773
50 460 1243 0.13 0.3128+33 4. 941+54 0.114 5412 1750 1791 1839
51 414 980 0. 87 0.313 8433 4, 797+50 0.110 9411 1759 1784 1814
52 540 1334 0.74 0. 307 0+32 4. 759+51 0.1124+12 1719 1751 1789
53 164 471 0.01 0.316 9+33 4, 954+53 0.1134+12 1775 18119 1852
54 319 517 0. 14 0. 508 754 13. 44415 0.191 6+24 2 646 2702 2744
55 336 925 0.03 0.3254+34 5. 250154 0.1170*12 1 808 1829 1852
56 183 333 0.23 0. 455 8+48 10. 06411 0.160 1416 2421 2441 2457
57 333 595 0. 36 0. 453 3+47 9.936+102 0.159 0416 2410 2429 2 445
58 312 1383 0. 05 0.277 4429 4. 150£49 0.108 5+13 1576 1656 1758
59 69 88 0.49 0.589 9463 18. 45420 0. 226 9424 2989 3014 3030
60 641 1058 1.03 0. 434 7145 8.939492 0.149 2+15 2327 2332 2336
61 98 112 1. 16 0. 549 6458 15. 39417 0.203 1422 2823 2 839 2851
62 268 689 0.49 0.3184+33 4, 968+54 0.113 2412 1782 1814 1851
63 225 543 0. 25 0. 509 8469 15. 20429 0.216 3442 2656 2 828 2954
64 74 122 0. 54 0. 464 1449 12.19+14 0.190 5421 2458 2619 2746
65 25 29 0. 81 0. 542 7459 15.03+18 0. 200 9+24 2795 2817 2834
66 286 582 0.73 0. 433 4145 8. 983492 0.1503+15 2321 2 336 2 350
67 288 562 0.10 0. 460 7148 11. 54412 0.1817+19 2443 2568 2668
68 458 967 0. 33 0. 391 9+40 7.822+80 0. 144 8415 2125 2191 2254
69 183 478 0.16 0.412 4443 8.085+88 0.142 2%15 2226 2241 2 254
70 43 60 1.01 0. 550 2468 15. 38420 0.202 727 2 826 2 839 2 848
V0753
01 76 420 0.03 0.039 544 0. 341 0+41 0.062 548 250 298 691
02 186 348 0. 35 0. 404 4442 7.772480 0.1394+14 2189 2 205 2220
03 326 629 0. 36 0. 406 6+43 7.870+84 0. 140 4415 2199 2216 2232
04 10 190 0. 04 0.0399+4 0. 2850461 0.051 8411 252 255 278
05 31 577 0.02 0. 039 444 0. 279 0140 0.051 447 249 250 260
06 81 174 1.43 0.321 1436 5. 085477 0.114 9417 1795 1834 1878
07 18 94 0.52 0.147 4+16 1.592+23 0.078 3+11 876 876 876
08 38 235 0.01 0.038 444 0.2750+4 0.051 947 243 246 283
09 11 235 0. 53 0. 040 144 0.2870+6 0.051 9411 253 256 282
10 54 132 0.51 0.317 9434 4.937+57 0.1127+13 1774 1789 1805
11 5 110 0. 04 0.0399+5 0.2780+8 0. 050 6415 252 249 222
12 14 133 0. 58 0.083 749 0.677 012 0.058 610 518 525 553
13 12 104 0.58 0.083 949 0.701 0+14 0.060 6+12 520 539 624
14 33 208 0. 67 0.1236+13 1. 131415 0. 066 3+9 751 768 817
15 109 244 0. 47 0. 3556438 6. 007467 0.1225+13 1961 1977 1993
16 72 127 0. 86 0. 405 4443 7.817486 0.1398%15 2194 2210 2225
17 183 332 0. 60 0.416 8+44 8. 226489 0.1431+15 2246 2 256 2 266
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